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County Manager’s Corner
Hello,
This month I want to refocus on a topic that affects many of us on a daily basis, namely,
our use of texts and emails to communicate with others regarding county business.
Let me repeat a message I have given to the directors and other supervisors on numerous
occasions, and it bears repeating: BEFORE YOU SEND A TEXT OR EMAIL, RE-READ IT SEVERAL
TIMES BEFORE YOU HIT THE SEND button. These documents in almost all cases are PUBLIC
DOCUMENTS that could easily end up in a newspaper article. Any attempt to be humorous, sly
or witty can BACKFIRE in a hurry and cause embarrassment or worse for county staff and anyone else mentioned in the texts or emails. Ask yourself this question before pressing the SEND
button: would I like to read this in the newspaper?
Here’s an example of how words on paper don’t always reflect what is being said.
Anyone see the movie MY COUSIN VINNY? In it, a young man from New York who was traveling with his best friend through Alabama stops at a convenience store to buy a few items, and
forgets to pay for a can of food that he had put in his pocket because his hands were full. Later, in the car, he remembers the can and, at that very same time, a sheriff’s patrol car appears
in his rear view mirror with sirens blaring. He thinks he is being stopped for shoplifting a can of
tuna; but what he does not know is that after he had left the convenience store, another man,
driving a similar vehicle, had entered, stole the store’s money, and shot the store clerk. So,
back at the police station, he is being questioned about the event, and he is cavalierly answering the questions in a routine manner, really thinking that he can’t believe they are making this
big of a deal over a can of tuna, until the Sheriff asks him the million dollar question: So is that
when you shot the clerk? The young man looks at the sheriff, and in disbelief, says, whoa, wait
a minute, I shot the clerk???
He repeats, in disbelief, I shot the clerk?, and while he is saying this, the Sheriff is writing it
down. Fast forward to weeks later at his trial (for first degree murder, NOT shoplifting), his
statement was read back to the jury, and it was not said with the tone of disbelief that had
originally accompanied the phrase, but rather in a flat monotone, “I shot the clerk”. In other
words, minus the panic in his voice and look of disbelief, the statement sounded like a flat admission by him that he had, in fact, shot the clerk.
This is a long winded way to say to each and every one: do NOT try to be witty, sarcastic or angry in emails or texts, because it won’t look so funny or clever in the newspaper. Make
them boring and to the point. In the meantime, don’t hesitate to pick up the phone. They still
work pretty good.
Ed Smith
County Manager, Bay County
850-248-8145
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Rebecca Saunders

Anita Lucas

Rotunda Display Board Space Available for Your Message
Hopefully, most of you stopped to look at the wonderful centennial presentations on the display board in the rotunda last year. We received so many
positive comments about the displays throughout the year that we would like to
continue providing them for our visitors.
Each panel has a corkboard backing and its display area measures
approximately 28” Wide by 43 ¾” High. We will be changing the content on
a monthly basis. The board will be available the last business day of each
month for you to secure your display so that it can be placed in the rotunda on
the first business day of each month for the viewing pleasure of our guests.
If your office, or your department would like to reserve a panel or panels for a month please contact Terri
Pierce at 248-8277.
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Troy University to host Global Open House on Feb. 20
Troy University’s Panama City & Tyndall location will host an Open House and Career Chat on Thursday, Feb. 20 as a part of a global event to assist prospective students in the areas of academic strategy for career development, financial assistance and admissions
and credit transfers.
The event at the Panama City site, located at 527 Airport Road will run from 9 to 6 and will include an Alumni Chapter membership
drive with lunch being provided by the local Panama City Area Chapter of Alumni and Friends.
Application fees will be WAIVED for those who apply for admission to TROY during a Global Open House event at a location or
online on Feb. 20.
This event is part of Troy University’s Global Open House, which features activities at the University’s four campuses in Alabama and
22 Global Campus locations. Two virtual open house sessions also will be held online at 11 a.m.
(CST) and 8 p.m. (CST).
Those wishing to participate MUST register by location online at http://www.troy.edu/
openhouse. Registration deadline for the events is Monday, Feb. 17.
Contact:
Andy Ellis or
Clif Lusk

Mark Your Calendar for the Upcoming
Blood Drives:
March 18th Mobile Unit (Roads) 9:00-4:00
March 19th Government Building 7:30-03:00
July 9th Mobile Unit (Roads) 9:00-4:00
July 10th Government Building 7:30-03:00
November 19th Mobile Unit (Roads) 9:00-4:00
November 20th Government Building 7:30-03:00
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Month: February
Date (s): 11 & 13
Event Name: Internet Surfing & Email Extras
Location, Time: BCPL Computer Lab- 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Phone #, Email Address, Website: For more information, contact the reference desk- 5222107 or our website: nwrls.com
Month: February
Date (s): 18 & 20
Event Name: Microsoft Excel
Location, Time: BCPL Computer Lab, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Phone #, Email Address, Website: For more information, contact the reference desk- 5222107 or our website: nwrls.com
February, 25, 2014
6-7:30 pm
ConnectU Evening Class: Microsoft Word: The Basics
Bay County Public Library Computer Lab
850-522-2107 referencedesk@nwrls.com
Month: March
Date (s): 11, 12, 13
Event Name: Computer Basics
Location, Time: BCPL Computer Lab, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Phone #, Email Address, Website: For more information, contact the reference desk- 5222107 or our website: nwrls.com
Month: March
Date (s): 18 & 20
Event Name: Microsoft Powerpoint
Location, Time: BCPL Computer Lab, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Phone #, Email Address, Website: For more information, contact the reference desk- 5222107 or our website: nwrls.com
March 25, 2014
6-7:30 pm
ConnectU Evening Class: Learning Express (one of our coolest resources!)
Bay County Public Library Computer Lab
850-522-2107 referencedesk@nwrls.com

The Bay County Public Library/Northwest Regional Library System serving Bay, Gulf and Liberty
counties will be conducting a customer satisfaction survey during the month of February. The survey
will be available on the library’s website, www.nwrls.com, and in each library location. People who
are not regular library patrons are invited to complete the non-user survey to let the library know
what services, if offered, would inspire library use.
Please help us plan for the future of the library by taking this short survey today!
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”
The ABC of
Quick Quiz—Where is the nearest fire extinguisher right now? Where is the closest portable fire extinguisher at your normal work area?
It’s very important that we each are aware of portable fire extinguisher locations without having to look too hard for too long because in
the panic of the moment if a fire were to suddenly occur, seconds count. More importantly, when is the last time you actually looked at the
portable fire extinguisher in your work area? Have you ever?
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Service Anniversaries
35 Years
Sandra Pierce

Bay County Library

20 Years
Jose Cyr

2 Jo Mantz
3 Vincent Martin
4 Mitchell Harris, Joslyn Connor
5 Elaine Everett, Rayford Jones, David Tharp,
Jonathan Miller, Donald George
6 Nathan West
8 Tracy Griffin, William Sumner
10 Sherri Hardy, James Vison, Stephanie Davis
11 Michael Butler
13 Rebecca Winters
14 Timothy Howard, Charles Johnson
15 David Gwaltney, Bria Leach
16 Gayle Rogers
17 Benjamin Collier, Bettina Mead, Sandra Pierce,
Kristi Buchanan, Michael Wells
18 Gary Thrift
19 David Hagans, Janet Tipton
20 Dane Matchkus, Darren Robinson, Jake
Hollingsworth
21 Candace Pate
22 Bobby Warren, Jerry Walden, David McCroan,
Randy Jordan,
23 Sandra Culbreth, Jared Sasnett
24 James Dunkin
25 Otis Johnson, Eric Cope
25 Eric Cope
27 Donald Halley, Christopher Robinson
28 Donald Fountain, Brandi Tew, Edward Parker,
Pauline Pendarvis
If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov.

Engineering Division

15 Years
Mark Bowen

Emergency Services

Cynthia Thompson

Landfill

Gerald Kearney

Intelligent Transportation

5 Years
Richard Taylor

Parks & Recreation Div.

John Deegins

Veterans Services Div.

Welcome Aboard ~ January New Hires!
William Kidd

Parks Worker

Bobby Babbs

Traffic & Sign

Joseph Meeks

WW Operator Trainee

Calleen McDonald

Animal Control Officer

Zachary Lassiter

Survey Technician
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Have a question
for the
Northwest Regional Library System?
Ask Dewey!

Dear Dewey
forDear Dewey is designed to help information flow to and from your Library.
If you have library or information access questions, just Ask Dewey!
Send your Dear Dewey questions to: referencedesk@nwrls.com.
Put Dear Dewey in the Subject Line and Dewey will respond!

Dear Dewey,
I am an online student and I need to have one of my exams proctored. Does the Library provide
proctoring services? –Mr. B.
Dear Mr. B.,
Yep! The Bay County Public Library provides some proctoring services for online and print exams. The cost is $10.00 per exam. You will need to give your school our contact information
and then schedule a time for the proctoring. For more information, please contact the Bay
County Public Library Reference Desk at 850-522-2107 or referencedesk@nwrls.com.
Closer to a branch library? That’s okay! Call your nearest library location and ask about available proctoring services.
Dear Dewey,
It’s tax time…Will the Library provide copies of IRS tax forms?
–D. Duct
Dear D.,
Great question! Some of our branch locations may have the print forms you need and we can
help you access and print the IRS tax forms from http://www.irs.gov/Forms-&-Pubs. The Panama City Beach Library will also have AARP-Tax Aide representatives providing tax assistance
every Monday and Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., starting the first Monday in February.
Dear Dewey,
Do the Libraries have Facebook pages? –Ms. C
Dear Ms. C.,
You betcha! Currently, the Bay County Public Library and the Panama City Beach Library have
Facebook pages at:
http://www.facebook.com/baycountypubliclibrary &
http://www.facebook.com/PCBLibrary
________________________________________________________________________________________
Have a Dear Dewey Question? Dewey wants to hear from you!
Simply email Dewey at: referencedesk@nwrls.com.

Northwest Regional Library System?
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Classifieds

For Sale
2009 Ford Focus SE - $9,795.00
Adult driven, color blue, black interior, automatic
transmission, with standard SE equipment (plus
cruise control). Very nice car.
Contact Jerry Kearney @ 890-4676
gkearney@baycountyfl.gov

$3,800.00

130,000 miles

Automatic Transmission; 2 W D ; New tires (May 2013), New
Brakes (summer 2013) runs great
ac / heat/ am- fm radio/ power windows / power locks
tow package
vehicle well maintained – vehicle has been in the family for
over 10 years +
Kim – 850-867-1037 – text or leave message
may be seen evenings after 5 pm – or weekends by appointment
Kelly Blue Book 1/27/2014 - $4,055.00 - $4,980.00

1997 Ford F150 3 door

Want to sell something? Contact Vonda Hester at 248-8201 or email her at vhester@baycountyfl.gov to place your ad.
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By Paula M. Davis, Ed.D.
Bay County Extension 4-H Youth Development Faculty
February 2014

Parenting Internet Safety
I just got back from a Youth Development Conference and was introduced to a great internet safety resource
NETSMARTZ. For me, parenting connected/wired children can be a challenge! Especially not growing up with
the same technologies. As a result, I am often learning with my children.
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children has resources for educators, parents, teens, tweens and
kids at http://www.netsmartz.org/Parents to help learn about a variety of internet safety topics. There are
videos, factsheets, blogs and songs to help educate about internet safety. Topics covered include blogging, cell
phones, cyberbullies, e-mail, IM, chats, file sharing, gaming, identity theft, inappropriate content, internet safety, predators, revealing too much, sexting, social networks and webcams. These resources can assist with parenting about internet safety from setting up basic ground rules, to dealing with sexting and bullies.
For example, when thinking about children’s online activities, do you consider cell phones? I had not thought
about the phone as an issue. However, cell phones have quickly become mini computers. For example,
smartphones have operating systems allowing users to download programs or “apps.” These apps help do
things like access e-mail and play games. Most cell phones allow users to download and upload content from
the Internet just like a computer. However, cell phones can be more difficult to monitor and children often use
them without adult supervision. Cell phones make it easy to communicate with friends and family. However
phones make us vulnerable to bullying, identity theft, viruses, malware and predators. Children may send and
receive mean-spirited phone calls, texts, and pictures at any hour without a parent’s knowledge.
Most smartphones have GPS technology which allows the user’s precise location to be pinpointed by apps and
on websites. Social networking sites such as FourSquare, GoWalla, and Facebook take advantage of this technology by encouraging their users to “check-in” or share their locations. Children also may share their locations
unintentionally by posting pictures with embedded geolocation data. Consider disabling the location services on
smartphones before allowing children to post photos.
In the social network section. It talks about the positive things your child can do on social networking. Things like
creating family photo albums, championing a cause, joining a group to discuss their interests with like-minded
people, market a talent, or even find a college. It talks about how embarrassing your posts may be to your
children and cautions to think about your posts as well supervising their posts. This information continually
stressed checking profiles and privacy setting. There is even a fact sheet to help you evaluate what is there. As
a parent, make sure to review your family’s internet safety rules, monitor computers and cell phones periodically to have a safe connected/wired world. For more information contact Dr. Paula Davis at the Bay County Extension office at 850-784-6105. All programs are open to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex,
handicap or national origin.
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