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Focus On…

Volume 9, Issue 2

Traffic Engineering

The Traffic Engineering Division Wants to Know!
How many crashes occurred in Bay County last year? How many
impaired drivers? How many crashes occurred
How many crashes involved collisions with
bears? The Traffic Engineering Division wants to know!

crashes involved
at
night?

Why does the Division want to
know? Crash data is used by the
Bay County Traffic Engineering Division for mapping and analysis of automobile, bicycle, and
pedestrian accidents. Crash rates, total crashes each month, location of pedestrian or bicycle accidents, and even accidents involving bears (3 this year) can be found. Analyzing crash data can
help predict and prevent future crashes, therefore, improving overall safety for the traveling public.
Crash reports are generated by local law enforcement agencies. These reports are transmitted to the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) in Tallahassee. Bay County receives
monthly crash data electronically from the DHSMV and before it can be used the data must be cleaned
up. Misspellings and abbreviations are corrected, street names are standardized, and additional data
fields are added. Accidents which occur on private property (parking lots, driveways, etc.) are identified and excluded from the analysis. Each accident is “geocoded” (located on a map) using latitude
and longitude coordinates.
Typically the highest number of accidents occur at the following intersections; US 98 at 23rd Street,
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd at 15th Street, 23rd Street at Jenks Avenue, and 15th Street at Jenks Avenue.
The number of crashes alone does not necessarily indicate a hazardous location. Crash rates take into
account not only the number of crashes, but also the traffic volume, which gives a true indication whether
an intersection or roadway is safe or not. By using the DHSMV crash reports and the FDOT traffic count
volumes, crash rates can be calculated and then
mapped in GIS.
The database is then used by staff to make
safety improvements where they are needed.
The improvement may be as simple as trimming
vegetation to improve the sight distance at an
intersection or as extensive as installing a traffic
signal. Without crash data, staff would have to
guess where safety improvements are needed.
That is why Traffic Engineering wants to know. (P.S. Watch out for those bears!)
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County Manager’s Corner
“Let’s talk about our health. I think everyone would agree that good health is critically important to us all. As the old
Chinese proverb goes, ’He who enjoys good health is rich, though he knows it not’. Yet while we would all acknowledge the importance of staying healthy, sometimes we turn a blind eye to it. How many of us made a New Year’s
Resolution that had something to do with eating less, stopping smoking, exercising more, etc.?? How many have stuck
with it?
As part of our organization, your health is important on a number of levels, starting with you feeling good. There is also
the fact that healthy folks tend to be more productive, take off less time and cost less in insurance premiums. So as I
said, there are many reasons for us to concentrate on staying (or getting) healthy. An interesting fact surfaced when
we were recently discussing our wellness program: less than FIVE PERCENT of our employees finished level
one. When 111 sign up for the program, but less 25 reach only the MINIMUM level of completion (out of 530), then we
have to rethink everything we are doing. Talk about uncompleted resolutions!
One change already made was to no longer give incentive days for those not using any sick leave during the
year. That policy produced unintended consequences with some showing up for work sick in order to qualify for the
extra time. As I have said before, there is no bravery displayed by stubbornly reporting to work while ill. That’s what
sick leave is for, so if you need to use it, then use it.
We will make changes to our wellness program, including finding new ways to encourage participation in our health
fairs. In the meantime, I am reminded of Mark Twain’s quote regarding this issue: ‘The way to keep your health is to
eat what you don’t want, drink what you don’t like, and do what you’d rather not.’ Can’t think of a better way to say it
myself.”

Ed Smith

County Manager, Bay County

February, 1913......
Musicians at Parker Point with their instruments - Panama City Florida
Pictured:
Jesse Odom
Martin Davis
Charles Davis
Delbert Davis
W.H. Parker
Emmett Goldsmith

Photo courtesy of: State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory,
http://floridamemory.com/items/show/146017

•
•

February 3, 1913 ~ The 16th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was
ratified, granting Congress the authority to collect income taxes.
February 19, 1913 ~ Prizes are included in Cracker Jack candy boxes for the first time.
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Lets hear it for..............................

Michael O’Neal ~ ASE Certified Master Automobile Technician &
ASE Certified Undercar Specialist
Howard B. Jones ~
Successful completion of the Class “2” Distribution System
Operator examination!
Robert A. Ihrke ~
Successful completion of the Class “A” Wastewater Operator
examination!
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER OUTREACH:
On January 31, 2013, the Emergency Operations
Center played host to the fifth grade class from
Lynn Haven Elementary.
A total of 105 students and 8 adults toured the facility. Also on the itinerary was a demonstration of
the 911 Dispatch Center, a fire truck and gear display, an overview of Incident Command Center,
and a presentation of emergency preparedness.
“The students gained priceless information on
emergency services and the jobs that the staff performs,” said Brian Hardin, Communications Supervisor. “We hope the children take the information home and teach their family members the importance of emergency planning.”
The students will complete a project that involves preparing an emergency kit and writing a family
emergency plan.

Brooke Powell
Emergency Services Training & Safety Coordinator
Bay County Board of County Commissioners
700 HWY 2300 Panama City, FL 32409
Office: 850-248-6050 Cell: 850-630-5804 Fax: 850-248-6059
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PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION
Parks and Recreation employees are diligently preparing all the County’s ball fields for spring play.
Renovations are underway with the dugouts and playing fields at Harder’s Park. Spring playing
season is just around the corner!
Bay County Parks & Recreation 2013 Spring Softball League
Bay County Parks & Recreation Department is holding registration for their Spring Softball Leagues.
Season will consist of 20 games beginning April 1 and end with playoffs in June. Game times will be at 6:30, 7:30 & 8:30pm on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights. Cost of leagues (A, B & C) is $455.00 and (Coed) $375.00 per team. Players must be
16 or older. Deadline for team registration is March 29th. There will be a league meeting on March 6th at 6:30 @H.G. Harders
Park. For more information contact: Janice Hensley, Athletic Program Coordinator at (850)747-5408 or (850)819-8677.
Bay County Parks & Recreation Spring Flag Football League
Bay County Parks & Recreation Department is holding registration for the Spring Flag Football League. Season will consist of
10 games beginning April 3rd and the playoffs in June. Game times will be at 6:30 & 7:30 on Wednesday nights. Cost of league
is $400 per team. Players must be 16 or older. Deadline for team registration is March 29th. For more information contact:
Janice Hensley, Athletic Program Coordinator at (850)747-5408.

The 2012 Miracle Strip RC Christmas Lunch at Harder’s Park was held on December 15th. Each
RC club member brought a toy to the luncheon which was donated to the Panama City Social
Services Center. Everyone had a great time and what a beautiful day for flying it was!
Gary Buchanan
Parks & Recreation Division, Operations Supervisor

USELESS FACTS
#1 A goldfish has a memory span of three
seconds. (wonder how they figured this out?)

HUH?

Why is
that?

www.dbmproaudio.com/facts.html

#2 A duck's quack doesn't echo, and
no one knows why.
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Come out and listen as Styx performs the songs they
are best known for. Like the hit songs “Lady” 1976,
"Come Sail Away" (#8, 1977), "Babe" (#1, 1979),
"The Best of Times" (#3, 1981), "Too Much Time on
My Hands" (#9, 1981), and "Mr. Roboto" (#3, 1983).
Other hits by the band include " Show me the
Way” (#3, 1990), "Don't Let It End" (#6, 1983), and
"Renegade” (#16, 1978). The band has four consecutive albums certified multi-platinum by the RIAA.

The Spencers have been described as "Modern
Day Houdinis" by the critics. The duo presents a
big, high-tech stage show that combines drama,
comedy, romance and suspense with elaborate
stage illusions.
You won't believe your eyes!

Feb 15, 2013 ~ 8:00 PM - 9:30 PM
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

On‐the‐job eye injuries can have devastating consequences, such as chemical burns or blindness. Despite
these potential hazards, 85% of industrial workers in a Kimberly‐Clark Professional survey said they had
observed others failing to wear eye protection when they should have been.
"This high rate of noncompliance seriously jeopardizes worker health and
safety. In many instances, uncomfortable eyewear or fogged lenses could be
responsible," says Valona Renner‐Thomas, product manager, Eye and Face
Protection, Kimberly‐Clark Professional. "The results are very disconcerting
when you consider that 90% of eye injuries can be prevented through the
use of proper protective eyewear. Enhancing eyewear practices is critical to
creating exceptional workplaces—those that are safe, healthy, and produc‐
tive for all employees." OSHA requires employers to provide eye and face
protection to guard against chemical, environmental, radiological, or me‐
chanical irritants or hazards. Yet, data from the Federal Bureau of Labor Sta‐
tistics show that nearly 3 out of 5 injured workers were not wearing eye pro‐
tection at the time of their accident or were wearing the wrong kind of eye
protection for the job.
The importance of eye protection was evident to survey participants, with 80% saying they would encourage a co‐
worker or employee to wear eye protection if he or she were not in compliance, and 22% saying they would report
the employee to a supervisor or find a way to halt dangerous work operations until the worker complied with PPE
protocols. In addition, protective eyewear came in first when respondents were asked to rank the most important PPE
category for on‐the‐job safety. It was also deemed the "most challenging" PPE category in terms of compliance, which
leads to the question:

How can compliance be improved?
•

Greater comfort and fog‐free lenses could help, according to the sur‐
vey results. When asked what would most improve compliance with eye
protection protocols, the top choice was more comfortable eyewear—with
features like flexible, comfortable nose pieces (56%), followed by fog‐free
lenses (22%).
• Also, 51% of respondents reported having been forced to wear uncom‐
fortable eyewear or eyewear they did not like while at work. Of these, 46%
wound up purchasing their own eye protection, while 45% said they "used
it anyway."
• Fogging was also a problem on the job, with 88% of respondents saying
they or someone they worked with had been unable to see or complete a
task properly because of fogged lenses. Also, 40% of respondents reported
this had happened on "numerous occasions."
Please notify your Supervisor if you need assistance with obtaining
safety glasses or any other personal protective equipment!
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Service Anniversaries
10 Years
Paul Unger

Roads & Bridges

5 Years
2 Danita J. Mantz
3 Vincent M. Martin
4 Mitchell G. Harris
5 Elaine Everett, Rayford Jones, David Tharp,
Donald George
6 Nathan N. West
8 Tracy A. Griffin
8 William P. Sumner
10 John Walker, James Vinson, Stephanie Davis,
Robert Reiter
11 Michael Butler
13 Rebecca Winters
14 Timothy Howard, Randy Johnson
15 David Gwaltney
17 Benjamin Collier, Bettina Mead, Sandra Pierce,
Geoffrey Hudson, Kristi Buchanan
18 Gary Thrift
19 David Hagans, Janet Morrell
20 Dane Matchkus, Darren Robinson, Jake
Hollingsworth
22 Bobby D. Warren
22 Jerry Walden, David McCroan, Randy Jordan
23 Jared Sasnett
24 James Dunkin
25 Otis Johnson, Eric Cope
27 Donald Halley, Christopher Robinson
28 Donald Fountain, Brandi Tew, Edward Parker

Billy Bolding

Roads & Bridges

Tracy Clark

Animal Control

Jenny McNemar

Code Enforcement

Welcome Aboard !
Reuben Thompson

Water Plant Operator Trainee

Donald Lowery

Veterans Services Counselor

Kevin Maxwell

Water Plant Operator Trainee

Calendar of Community Events
February 2, 2013 February 3, 2013
Location: McKenzie Park.

Panama City Mardi Gras Festival
and Parade Krewe of Massalina:
www. Kreweofmassalina.com or call
(850)913-8383

February 2, 2013—
February 3, 2013
Location: Downtown St. Andrews

Krewe of St. Andews Mardi Gras
Events
www.samgfest.org

February 11, 2013February 12, 2013
Location: FSU-PC Holley
Academic Center

Home Builders Assoc. Home
Building Expo:
Introduction of essential services and
innovative new products. Proceeds go
to Habitat of Humanity Bay County.

February 17, 2013
6-10 p.m.
Location: The Boat Yard Restaurant

Cork’s and Canvases: Wine tasting
and art auction to benefit big Brothers
Big Sisters of NW Florida.
www.bbbsnwfl.org

February 23, 2013
Location: Gulf Coast State
College

Donors are encouraged to make a reservation at www. nfbsdonor.org using
sponsor code W6073

February 23, 2013
Location: Rock-it-Lanes

Junior Achievement 2nd Annual Bowlto-Achieve
RSVP by 2/8 by contacting Jackie
Brooks at 850-0524

February 23, 2013
Location: 11th St. & Balboa

Strides for Scholars 5k Run/Walk
Hosted by The Bay Education Foundation. All proceeds benefit the Foundation’s Take Stock in Children Scholarship program.

If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov.
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Classifieds

For sale: ATV Tow behind
Swisher 44” brush cutter, 11 ½ HP
motor, runs very good and in excellent condition. New blades and
tune up. Tows straight or offset,
adjustable cutting
height. $550 Dave 874-0905

Solid Oak Entertainment Center
- $350 call Sheila @ ext 8278 for
more info or 628-3057

Sleeper sofa, loveseat and two
lamps! $450.00

Shown with slip cover

Actual covering is
blue
Call Lee: x8195

1997 Lincoln Towncar Executive Series
$3200.00
142000 Miles * well maintained * Runs Great
Comfortable* Automatic* Air Conditioning /Heater
– works great – climate control
Power Windows * Power Locks * Dual Power Seats
Cruise Control * Power Steering * Tilt Wheel
AM/FM Stereo * Cassette* Leather seats
Kelly Blue Book Value 2/1/2013
Excellent $ 3,710.00
Very Good $3,435.00
Good $ $3,335.00

Kim

(850) 867-1037
Want to sell something? Contact Vonda Hester at 248-8201 or
email her at
vhester@baycountyfl.gov

For Sale $125
The Chi Machine – (new $523) – all paperwork with unit.
Designed as the passive aerobic exerciser. The exerciser produces natural
movements of the body through a figure 8 motion.
In just 15 minutes, the chi machine
gives your body the equivalent oxygenation benefits of 1½ hours of walking. The figure-8 motion of the chi
massagers is similar to the movement
of a goldfish. This movement has a
beneficial effect upon the human body.
This helps in relaxing nerves and muscles as well as relieving tension in the
back, neck and shoulders. This movement performs a pure aerobic activity.
Call Kim 867-1037
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Extension News

Gardening and Recycling Fun!
With much news about eating more fruits and vegetables, it is time to take action! Spring forward and get started on growing your own produce. Gardening
enriches your life, promotes good health, and saves money, but does require
some time and attention just like your pet. It is something you and your children can do together. 4-H has a fun Junior Master Gardener project for starting seeds and recycling. You make a paper pot using two cans or a commercial
pot maker. You wrap strips of newspaper around the can/bottle and fold the
bottom so it overlaps. Fold together and squish paper together in the can to
form the pot. Add soil and seeds and you have your seed starters. See photo of
steps. Then plant and grow.

Making a Paper Pot

It’s that time of year to
start some of your seeds to transplant but wait until we are past the
freeze warnings. Some easy veggies to grow from seeds are tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, okra, beans, basil, borage, chives, parsley,
summer savory, and thyme as shown with Hiland Park 4-H Garden
Club plant photo See: Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide for
planting guidelines http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh021. Other resources to
assist you with planting information include http://
nwdistrict.ifas.ufl.edu/newsletters/category/gardening-in-thepanhandle/ or http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/lawn_and_garden/
calendar/pdfs/January_North.pdf
Container planting does require more frequent watering. Keep your
seeds slightly damp but not swimming in water. There is a cute book
titled, Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens that relates a story of a bear and a rabbit’s gardening experience that
is both enlightening and sets a tone for growing veggies. It is a great way to end your day of planting.
If you would like to contact Dr. Davis for other gardening ideas for youth, she can be reached at the UF/IFAS
Bay Extension Office at 784-6105. All programs are open to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex,
handicap or national origin.

Looking for something to do?
Vegetable Gardening Class
Topics will cover vegetable garden planning, preparation and proper planting methods. In addition to basic gardening
techniques, participants will learn which vegetable plant varieties perform well in our region and how to care for them
properly.
Saturday, February 16, 2013, 9-10:30 a.m.
Free to the public, please pre-register by Thursday, February 14, space is limited.
UF/IFAS Bay County Extension Office
2728 E. 14th Street
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