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...a publication for, about and by county employees

Bay County Veterans Services

Our primary mission is to assist Veterans
and their family members in navigating
through the sometimes tedious process
associated with filing proper forms to the
Veterans Administration (VA). There are
three major benefit divisions at the VA.
Disability and Pension benefits, Healthcare
issues, and Cemetery issues. Our constant
focus is on customer service treating all that
enter with courtesy and respect. The office
on average assists 23-25 clients daily.
Our staff is comprised of
three
Veteran
Counselors, a Senior Staff Assistant and a County Veterans’ Service Officer. In
an effort to give the best representation to our clients, the staff frequently trains
to stay abreast of VA requirements. Each Counselor is required to recertify with
the VA, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs, Disabled Veterans of America
and various other national service organizations annually.

Commission
Meetings
May 1st & 15th
Bay County
Government Center

A year ago, our director and County Veterans Services Officer, was elected to the position of North West
Region of the County Veterans Service Officer Association of Florida. The North West Region includes all
Veterans Services Offices from Franklin County on the east to Escambia County on the west.
Our office is also involved in community outreach through presentations on various facets of the VA to civic
organizations throughout the Bay County area.
We assist the Bay County Board of County
Commissioners and the Bay County Veterans
Council with the annual Memorial Day Service
and the Veterans Day Parade and Ceremony.
We are proud to say that we have a 60%
participation in Elevate Bay.
In an effort to assist the homeless Veterans of
our county, each September we join with
Career Source Gulf Coast at the Veterans
Homeless Stand Down event.
Continued on next page...
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We are an advisor to the Bay
County Veterans Council, and are a

Bay County Veterans Services

member of the Friends of Clifford
C. Sims State Veterans Nursing

Home. Our County Veterans Service Officer is the
Treasurer for this non-profit organization and was able
to obtain a donation from Gulf Power at their annual
Clay Shoot, December 12 in the amount of $34,333.
This donation will go a long way to assist the Veteran
residents of Sims Nursing Home.

Two of the major

projects that the Friends are involved in at the present
time are to furnish each of the rooms with an updated
television and provide 8 hotspots to allow the residents

access to the internet. We accept any
and all donations to this worthy cause
by assisting these Veterans that so
richly deserve our gratitude.

As you can see our office
stands as an advocate to
assist any and all Veterans
with any issue that may arise
between

them

and

the

Federal Government.
Our motto along with the VA is:

Every October our office has volunteers
ready willing and able for the
Bay County Haunted Hayride.

“To care for him who shall have borne the battle and for
his widow and his orphan”
A quote from Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural address,
March 4, 1865.

2

Bay County Currents

In a ceremony April 19, 2018,
County Manager Bob Majka
was inducted into the
Gulf Coast State College
Public Safety Hall of Fame.
The Hall of Fame was started this year to honor those who made the ultimate
sacrifice and also to honor those who have gone above and beyond in their service
to keep our communities safe. Bob was among seven recipients of this prestigious
award.
Mr. Majka was also recognized for 25 Years of Service to Bay County:
 4/26/93 Haz Mat Program Manager
 12/4/95 Emergency Management Division Manager
 5/1/97

Acting Public Safety Director

 9/21/98 Emergency Management Director
 11/30/98 Chief of Emergency Services
 2/7/06

Assistant County Manager

 3/6/15

County Manager

We are lucky to have Bob Majka as the leader of
Bay County. Thank you for your contributions
and congratulations on these amazing landmarks.

3

Bay County Currents

Bay County Builders Services
Building Safety Month
May 2018
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Heather Ogilvie Receives the Maria Chavez-Hernandez “Libraries
Change Peoples Lives” Award from Florida Library Association
Heather Ogilvie, Outreach Librarian at the Bay
County Public Library, has been awar ded the
prestigious Maria Chavez-Hernandez “Libraries Change
Peoples Lives” award from the Florida Library
Association. The awards ceremony will be part of the
Florida Library Association’s annual conference held
May 23-25th at the Caribe Royale in Orlando. Award
recipients were selected from a large number of
applicants for the quality of their service to their local
communities, their colleges and universities, and to the
library profession.

The Maria Chavez-Hernandez “Libraries Change
Peoples Lives” award honors a library or librarian who
has made a demonstrably positive and big difference in
the lives of Florida’s library users; especially outreach
to under-served populations. Heather Ogilvie goes
above and beyond to provide library services outside of
the library walls. She builds relationships within the
community. Heather routinely visits assisted living
facilities and memory care units throughout Bay County
for the Conversations for Seniors program. She
provides basic library services and programming to
lifelong library users who cannot easily access the
library on their own. Additional programming includes
Storytime Mondays at the Panama City Mall and
Steamtastic Tuesdays at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Center. Heather Ogilvie makes lifelong learning fun
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through books, art, and creative play for all ages.
“Librarians and their staff are superheroes in
communities throughout Florida,” said FLA PresidentElect Sarah Hammill, Business & Online Learning
Librarian for Florida International University. “I
commend the FLA Awards Committee for their
considered deliberation of the many stellar nomination
this year. The leaders and the important projects
showcased by this year’s winners is a true testament to
the vital work being done in libraries around the state.”

The Bay County Public Library is located at 898 W.
11th Street, Panama City, FL 32401. Call 850-522-2120
or visit www.nwrls.com for more information.
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Anthony Brogdon,
Roads & Bridges,
and his wife,
Stephanie, would like
to welcome their
second Grandson,

Baylor

7.5 pounds
19.5 inches long

Wyatt Fritze graduated
from the Fire Standards
class at Gulf Coast.
His father, Chris Fritze,
Bay County Water, is
very proud of him!

Logan Steven Grier
has arrived!!!

What a beautiful
family!
Congratulations

Salem Imhof-Grier!!!
Thank you all for your previous support in supplying pennies for Autism. I put the plastic jug in dispatch
last year for my son Dalton when he started the VPK Autism program at Cedar Grove Elementary, with
your support and help we filled that jug almost full. (couldn't do it all the way otherwise it would have
weighed more then him :) I am back with a new jug on that note. Each year the child is supplied with a
jug to fill! Pennies are the easiest; however they accept any change, the change is used to help the K-5
grade students learn to count, separate, match, and basics of paying for items. Following the
achievement the money is then utilized to help supplement and pay for the children's field trips, which
helps keeps the parent's out of pocket cost down. Thank you in advance, for your support. The jug is
kept in dispatch in the middle of the room at the middle position.
Brandi Tew, Communications Center, EOC 850-248-6030
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Bay County Emergency Services

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week
Here are a few faces of those who are behind the calls.

Our military partnerships are critical to our Emergency Services mission. Chief Mark
Bowen briefed 325th Fighter Wing on the Emergency Operations Center and its functions.

Commissioner
Philip "Griff" Griffitts
and Chief Mark Bowen
addressed Gulf Coast State
College's Citizen's Academy.
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Bay County Emergency Services

Bay County Fire Rescue to host first annual Fired Up for Autism 5K Nature Run/Walk at Harder’s Park.
Autism Awareness is a year-round cause for #BCFR. Two of our lieutenants, John Bland and Jerrad Hiers, spearhead
the efforts and have raised thousands of dollars for the FSU-ECAP Program.
This program provides effective applied behavior analysis (ABA) services to children in the local community. They serve
children diagnosed with (or presenting symptoms of) developmental dela...ys or disabilities, including ASD, Down
syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, and other intellectual disabilities.
For those of you who are not familiar with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), the name refers to a group of complex
neurodevelopment disorders characterized by repetitive and characteristic patterns of behavior and difficulties with social
communication and interaction. Some children and adults with ASD are fully able to perform all activities of daily living while
others require substantial support to perform basic activities. The latest analysis from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention estimates that ASD affects 1 in 68 children.
Please help make the first Fired Up for Autism 5K Nature Run/Walk at Harder’s Park on May 19th a great success.
All proceeds will go to the Panama City FSU-ECAP Autism program located across the street. This program provides
effective applied behavior analysis (ABA) services to children in the
local community. They serve children diagnosed with (or presenting
symptoms of) developmental delays or disabilities, including ASD,
Down syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, and other intellectual disabilities.
This is a family-friendly event – please consider coming out and
showing your support for a worthwhile cause that has a direct impact
on our community.
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Ray Lesner
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Bill Morrison

25 Roads & Bridges

David Peterson
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Henry Jones

15 Bay County

Lynn M. Elliott

10 Mosquito Control David Marcum
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open water lifesaving course
Panama City Beach Aquatic Center is hosting another open water
lifesaving course next month. Practical training will include rescue
equipment and applications, surf entries, conscious and unconscious victim
rescues, pier/ jetty rescues etc. Classroom training will include weather,
communications, scuba related illness, general medical and
trauma. Attached is a course itinerary and overview.
A 10 minute 500 meter open water swim and a 10 minute 1 mile beach run are required to
pass. Successful completion will allow for overtime possibilities as well as secondary
employment opportunities.
The pool and swim instruction at Frank Brown Park are available free of charge for anyone
preparing for the class. The class is free of charge as well.
Course times are 0800-1800 May 22-25 Tuesday thru Friday at the Frank Brown Aquatics
Center. Overtime has been approved by Battalion Chiefs. Obtain class
approval and admin leave thru your chain of command prior to committing to the FF Paul Hagan,
class. As always, minimum staffing must be
EMT-B
Wil Spivey
maintained at all stations prior to Admin. Leave
Fire Station 8
Aquatics & Beach Superintendent W(850)265-0411
approval.
If you have any questions or concerns contact:

Please join us in congratulating
Paramedic Adam Yohn
on his promotion
to #BCEMS Lieutenant!
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wspivey@pcbgov.com

C(850)866-1251

Emergency Services
Public Safety GIS/9-1-1 Specialist, Scott Warner
attended a GIS for Hurricane Preparedness Worskhop
Wednesday April 25th, at the Orange Co EOC. The
workshop was put on by ESRI and NAPSG to help
install solutions in GIS for helping agencies to become
better prepared for a hurricane response and recovery
for EOC operations. However many of the solutions
could serve multiple purposes and could work for other
disasters as well. ESRI Disaster Response Division
helped lead the instruction providing valuable
opportunites for understanding the inside track to the
solutions plus gaining knowledge, tips and tricks from
the developer and department leads themselves.
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Exploring the Springs of Econfina Creek
By L. Scott Jackson
With each paddle stroke I entered an inviting world of shimmering clear waters framed by grey
limestone walls covered in whispering ferns and lush spring vegetation. Who knew there were this
many shades of green? My mind imagines Spanish explorers had these same inspirational thoughts as
they fought through Florida’s initial “thick-skin” of sawgrass, palmettos, and briars to find rivers and creeks
fed by enticing spring runs. It’s easy to see why early explorers believed an eternal “Fountain of Youth” was
just out of sight, forever around the next bend.
My recent spring exploration was
tempered. I knew I wouldn’t find
the “Fountain of Youth” but
exploring our local springs off
Econfina Creek can be magical.
If you were fortunate enough to
grow up in Florida, springs are
part of your life, maybe even
your DNA. These cool waters are
certainly a calming place of
rejuvenating recreation. There
are many ways to enjoy springs
including guided tours, cave
dives, paddle trips, or just a
leisurely float on an inner tube.
Our springs are the windows that
open into our ground-water and
specifically the Floridan Aquifer.
Clear waters of Gainer Springs invite paddlers into an aquatic paradise. Water cycles into the aquifer
through rainfall and infiltration.
Photo by author.
Water leaves through discharge
sites like springs and seepage slopes. How long the water resides in the ground depends on the system
and location but can be several decades or even centuries! Portions of the Florida Aquifer waters were
formed during ancient geologic time when Florida was completely covered by ocean waters. Freshwater
enters and exits in routine patterns while the heavier saltwater stays on the bottom remaining permanently
in place. Our landscaping and farming practices have the potential to negatively impact groundwater
resources including treasured springs. Visit http://FloridaYards.org to learn more how you can protect our
aquatic gems.
Another step in protection of the springs isn’t a hard assignment – visit and enjoy them! The Northwest
Florida Water Management District (NFWMD) is responsible for managing our vital freshwater resources.
They balance water use with protection strategies that will insure water resources for generations to come.
“Water use” isn’t just defined as consumption for drinking or irrigation but also for recreational activities and
access. One of the best ways to access area springs is to visit one of the water management district parks
or launch areas for paddling or tubing. Start your exploration at https://www.nwfwater.com/Lands/
Recreation/Area/Econfina-Creek. Several local outfitters and guided tours of northwest Florida springs are
also available. These vendors are easily located with a quick web search.
Continued on page 13
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Exploring the Springs of Econfina Creek
Continued from page 12

Always be prepared for the unexpected when
paddling. Swift waters combined with downed
trees or large limbs can cause issues for even
the best paddlers. Lifejackets or Personal
Flotation Devices (PFDs) are also required by
law to be on watercraft and of course work
best when worn! Be safe and learn more at
http://myfwc.com/boating/safety-education/
equipment/vessels-under-16-feet/
Plan your springs visit today and you can
recapture some of the memorable days of
your youth even if the illusive fountain
remains just out of reach.
For more information, contact Scott at the UF/
IFAS Extension Bay County Office at 850-784
-6105.
(Originally printed in the Panama City News
Herald. Look for our Extension Connection
article featured in the Celebrate Outdoors
section which is published the second
Sunday of each month).
Spring explorers examine the copper-colored eyes of a
River Frog. Econfina Creek and its springs provide
numerous opportunities for seeing wildlife.
Photo by author.

An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS
Extension, University of Florida, Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences, Nick T.
Place, Dean for UF/IFAS Extension. Single
copies of UF/IFAS Extension publications (excluding 4-H and youth publications) are available free to
Florida residents from county UF/IFAS Extension offices.

For a bigger picture of all that Bay County Parks and Recreation has to offer, including almost 20 boat ramps, visit:
https://fl-baycounty.civicplus.com/289/Parks-Recreation
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Tickets on sale till noon on May 10th
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Check Us Out on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/baycountypubliclibrary
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...heads up!!!
Antique Copper Easy Washer Model M- Serial Number 380564- For
Sale for $700...No shipping. You must pick it up. Bring muscle.

$700

Circa 1912-17 with under mounted electric motor. Works great and
looks beautiful. The original washer came with a gas engine or the
shaft and pulley to hook it up to your own household engine. At a later
time, someone has added an electric motor to this one. It is fully
operational. This machine has been cleaned and shined to bring out
the beauty of the copper body. Iron hardware has been painted black
to preserve it from rust and deterioration. The electric motor, when
plugged in, runs the internal agitators in the washtub, or when
the diverter is switched, runs the wringer attachment. One of
the rollers on the wringer attachment shows some deterioration,
but still works for its intended purpose. There is a brass plate
attached to the top iron band that gives patent information and
model with serial number for this machine.
Included with this antique is a submersible, vintage
thermometer and framed advertisement from Life Magazine
(from later that the manufacture date of this washer) for another
Easy Wash machine. You must make an appointment to come
see this beautiful piece of history. Contact Ginger 850 8147792

So Much To See And Do…
Bay County’s Parks &
Recreation

17

Bay County Currents

