September 2019
Commission Meetings
September 4th & 17th

...a publica on for, about and by county employees

Bay County
Government Center

Tommy Hamm-District I Robert Carroll-District II William Dozier-District III Keith Baker-District IV “Griff” Griffitts-District V

It’s that time of year again to turn your attention to your benefits for 2020. If you
need to review your current coverages, you can see your deductions by logging in to
the Employee Access Center.
In order to help you make informed decisions about any changes you might like to
make to your existing benefits for the coming year, we will be holding “Know Your
Benefits Meetings” at the dates, times and locations listed below.
Wednesday, September 25, 2019

8:30 a.m. Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
10:30 a.m. Solid Waste (Shooting Range Meeting Room)
2:30 p.m. Utilities (“C” Street Bldg)
4:00 p.m. Roads and Bridges

Thursday, September 26, 2019

9:00 a.m. HR Training Room – Government Center
3:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation (Five Side Bldg)

Monday, October 14, 2019

8:00 a.m. Library

Laura Sanna from FL Blue and Kenny Anderson from Lockard and Williams will be
present to discuss any changes in health insurance, FSA’s and HSA’s and to
answer any questions you may have.
Please mark your calendars today to attend one of these valuable and informative
meetings so you will be prepared for the open enrollment period in October.
OPEN ENROLLMENT – MONDAY, OCTOBER 14 THROUGH
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2019
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CLICK HERE BOCC Employment-Opportunities
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Sandon S. Speedling, MHS, CPM returns to the Florida
Department of Health in Bay County as Administrator/
Health Officer. His appointment by State Surgeon General
Scott A. Rivkees, MD, is confirmed by the Bay County
Board of County Commissioners. This marks a homecoming for Speedling who
served as the Assistant County Health Department Director for Florida
Department of Health in Bay County from February 2009 through May 2016.
“It’s a real honor and privilege to be appointed Health Officer for the Florida
Department of Health in Bay County. A special homecoming, as I started my
career with the Department of Health 10-1/2 half years ago in Bay County...I
am excited about the future and anticipate great achievements for Bay
County.”

45 members of #MDFR #FLTF1 have received their deployment
orders and are ready to go assist in Puerto Rico ahead of the
arrival of Tropical Storm#Dorian.
@MiamiDadeFireRescue

3

Chief Morrison has been with Bay County Fire
Rescue since the 1990s, serving as one of our first
career firefighters. He moved up through the ranks
and promoted to Battalion Chief.
A seasoned and respected paramedic, Chief
Morrison is a perfect fit for the EMS position.

BAY COUNTY
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Evolve Wellness Initiative Facebook Page
Each of you are invited to
join! This is private group
that is only accessible to BOCC
employees and spouses (you do not
have to be actively involved in the

program to become a member, just
eligible). My intention for this page is
to create a central place for everyone
to share ideas, post recipes, ask
questions, learn and just get involved.

· Learn more about the program and how to live a healthier lifestyle
· Connect with your co-workers for additional support
· Be informed about important updates
· See testimonials from people you know in the program
· Learn with videos, articles, short posts, links to podcasts, and more.
· Stay current with details about onsite events: speaking, small groups etc.
· Invites & info about local events (9/11 stair climb. Halloween 5K, Mud Runs, Charity Events etc).
To join the page click here and request to become a member.
(please allow 24-48-hours)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bocwellness
Have a Great week and God Bless! -Coach JT
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Bay
County
Special
Needs Registry

AlertBay.org

Quick Links
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@BayCoParksandRec
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afsp.org/resources
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Vibrio in Florida – Know the Facts!
Recent news headlines report another emergence of the
bacteria Vibrio vulnificus and Vibrio parahaemolyticus.
Recently, the term “flesh-eating bacteria” has been used to
refer to Vibrio. This description is misleading and causes
unnecessary fear and panic. Vibrio should not keep
Floridians and visitors from enjoying their favorite activities
because Vibrio infections are rare and simple actions can
be taken to reduce risk.

Under certain conditions, Vibrio is capable of causing
wound infections and seafood sickness in people. People
can encounter Vibrio if they expose an open wound to the
water through activities like fishing and swimming or if they
eat raw oysters and other raw seafood. Be aware of the
hazards and follow a few simple safety guidelines to ensure
that your time on the water is as safe and enjoyable as
possible.

Where and when are they found?
Who is at risk for infection?
Who monitors cases of Vibrio?
Looking locally: Florida cases
Wound infections
Symptoms
Recommendations for avoiding wound infections
First aid and wound care
Recommendations for avoiding infections

Taken from:h ps://blogs.ifas.uﬂ.edu/
bayco/2019/08/06/vibrio-in-ﬂorida-know-the-facts/











By Holly Abeels
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Deer Point Elementary School

City of Lynn Haven Fire Department and Bay County, Florida Emergency
Services EMS as well asBay District Schools Safety, Security / Police and school
administration walked our campus as part of the Florida Safe Schools Assessment
Tool (FSSAT). Please join us in
thanking our First Responders and
School Safety Officers for making our
safety and well-being their first priority.
Our kids were so fun as they
encountered the "parade" or first
responders--kids love firemen and
police officers--so do adults!
#safetyfirst #GOANGLERS

Thank you Chief Bowen, Chief Smith, Capt. Hottinger, Lt. McCardle, Lt, Imhof,
FF Laramore, Mrs. Gayle, and Gene Brandow for helping with the cleanup
yesterday. The job was a success with the majority of the area cleared and hauled
off for disposal. This
job would not have
been possible without
the effort of them.

We are all way too familiar with the recovery struggle.
One of our emergency services family members needed
some help and a group of fire and EMS employees stepped
up to get the job done!
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Year a er year, #BCFR ﬁreﬁghters show that they are princes
among men. Once again, our ﬁreﬁghters showed up for
Daughters
Without Dads at
this year's Girl's
Inc. of
Bay County's
Princess Ball!

Bay County, Florida
Emergency Services
#BCEMS
#ThursdayNightLights
& #FridayNightLights!
We love suppor ng
our #Community.
Ge ng to watch is a perk
of an EMS standby!

BAY COUNTY
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Coach JT Thompson invites you to join Team Evolve and remember the FDNY firefighters who selflessly
gave their lives so that others might live.
At the event, each team member pays tribute to a FDNY firefighter by climbing or walking the equivalent of the
110 stories of the World Trade Center. Your individual tribute not only remembers the sacrifice of a FDNY
brother/sister, but symbolically completes their heroic journey to save others. Through firefighter and community
participation we can ensure that each of the 343 firefighters is honored and that the world knows that we will
never forget. Proceeds of these events help the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation create and maintain
programs that support fire service survivors. Your support of the 9-11 Memorial Stair Climb events provides
assistance to the surviving families and co-workers of the 343 firefighters who made the ultimate sacrifice on
September 11, 2001.
Thank you and God Bless Coach JT
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Back to school bug?
HealthiestYou can help.
Kids can bring home a lot more from
school than just homework - like pink
eye, the flu, and upper respiratory
infections. Fortunately, our doctors are
available 24/7 to provide their family with
quality care, at no cost- FREE

Sign in now

hh ps://member.healthiestyou.com/user/sign-in?utm_source=HYrebrandLaunchEmailMembers
ps://member.healthiestyou.com/user/sign-in?utm_source=HYrebrandLaunchEmailMembers

1) Click here: h ps://evolvewithjt.clientsecure.me/client_portal
2) Then click “I’m A New Client” and select the date and me you
would like to book an appointment. Then enter your name, email and
phone number and click “Request Appointment”.
3) Within 24 hours check your email for a conﬁrma on of your
appointment and click the link provided to set up your client portal
account. Then, just complete the new client paperwork, which
should only take a few minutes.
NOTE: Exis ng clients can
schedule, reschedule or cancel
all future appointments by
visi ng the client portal and
clicking “exis ng client” and
logging into their accounts.f you
have any ques ons please feel
free to contact me directly at
(850) 276-5343. And as always, I’m available via text any me!
I Look forward to working with you!
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-COACH JT

Kimmy Brown ☺

Marc H. MacLean

George, James L.

Landfill

35

Sean J. Salaty

Eddie L. Bozeman

Knox, Patricia T.

Bay County Library

15

Kaitlyn R. Stevenson

Aimee S. Erbacher

Hall, Robert S.

Water Systems Div

15

Thomas A. Arnold

Jarred L. Hobbs

Mims, Larry K.

Traffic Engineering

15

Jonathan P. Habrack

Matthew D. Carter

Lee, Sandra F.

Utility Services Admin 5

Chris K. French

David L. Stallworth

Linton, Joyelle R.

Gulf County Library

5

Mary Ann S. Baker

Van M. Gerber

Emerson, Carolyn

Engineering Division

5

Robert D. Nowaczyk

Chris P. Davis

Giordano, Gerard

Bay County Library

5

Jeremy S. Jernigan

Carol B. Hoots

Alysia N. Word

Bridgette I. Whately

Steven M. Kieffer

Jose A. Cantres

Raphael A. Robertson

Ricky J. Smith

Michael J. Dean

Eddie A. Kemp

Bradley S. Monroe

Janeen D. Watson

Nina Hudson - Utility Services Admin

Rosella J. Day

Paul K. Beauchene

Trina Wilson - Gulf County Library

Adam C. Boyer

Timothy R. Suggs

Zachery Hamstra - Water Systems

Barney L. McCosh

Marysa C. Moschella

Kimberly Stanley - Utility Services Admin

Janet A. Psikogios

Joseph F. Coatney

Thomas Money - Roads & Bridges

Paula M. Davis

Cameron T. Howard

Jeremy Newsom - Roads & Bridges

Jennifer W. Shuler

Horace C. Gay

Linda Watson - Roads & Bridges

Megan M. Keller

Susan K. Sowell

Phoebee Cochran - Roads & Bridges

Katherine M. Beatson

Joseph B. Smith

Chris Bush - Wastewater Systems

Christopher J. Lee

Michael Bonnin

Derrick Keeny - Roads & Bridges

Joyelle R. Linton

Mimi Minnick - Gulf County Library
Hank Bailey - Parks & Recreation

@BayCoParksandRec

Rashawn Burgess - Roads & Bridges
Perry Williams - Roads & Bridges
Kevin Bartling - Roads & Bridges
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JUST A TINY EXAMPLE OF THE SWEET PETS NEEDING A NEW HOME
For more adorable faces, go to:
h ps://www.baycountyﬂ.gov/150/Adop ons
The local PetSmart’s will give out a coupon book and some goodies for new
adopters that take in their adoption packet to them.

...and available only from Sept 1 – 30

https://www.blue365deals.com/BCBSFL/offers/tivity-health-29-gym-membership-s
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clubs and special interest groups that more me and a skill to share, please
are ac ve in Bay County.
consider leading a special interest
club that will meet 6 mes to learn
about a par cular topic. If you can
Please consider volunteering to
commit more me and want to really
support our local youth by helping
build rela onships and mentor youth
them learn by doing. If you have a
skill that you would not mind sharing then consider leading a community
club . 4 H programs and clubs
with youth and are willing to
complete the background screening typically meet once per week or once
per month, although some may
then we have a place for you. The
choose to meet more or less
wonderful thing about 4-H is that
frequently. All of the opportuni es
UF/IFAS Extension Bay County
you can have a posi ve impact on
help our youth grow and develop by
provides educa onal informa on to our next genera on of youth by
learning and doing the 4-H way.
the ci zens of Bay County as an
teaching them the skills you have
outreach component of the
learned and sharing your knowledge. The posi ve environment provided
by 4-H volunteers ensures
University of Florida. We
that our youth
have subject ma er
are encouraged to take on
experts in Youth
proac ve leadership
Development, Volunteer
roles and are
Management, Marine
empowered with the skills
Science/Coastal Issues,
to lead a great life
Hor culture, Family
because of their
Consumer Science, and
experiences.
Entomology. Most of our services are If you like cooking, sewing, robo cs,
free of charge or have nominal fees science, gardening, photography,
to cover program costs. Please plan civic engagement etc. then please
Extension and 4-H is one of the
to come and visit us and see our
consider sharing your knowledge
na on’s most diverse organiza ons
newly repaired oﬃces from 3-6 p.m. with our local youth. We need
and includes people from all
with ribbon cu ng by Panama City
parents, professionals, grandparents economic, racial, social, poli cal, and
Beach Chamber of Commerce at 4
and college students to share their
geographic categories. There are no
p.m.
knowledge.
barriers to par cipa on. Come by
On a side note, locally we have 4-H
our oﬃce at 2728 E. 14th Street,
th
programs in many a erschool
We have many opportuni es for you Panama City, on the 26 to see what
se ngs where we provide curricula to volunteer. If you just have a day or types of programs we
and training to enhance our youth
oﬀer and how we can help
so, help by becoming an episodic
experiences while being ac ve in 4- volunteer with school enrichment or you ﬁnd solu ons to your
H. There are also a few community
life needs.
project judging. If you have a li le
UF/IFAS Bay County Extension Bay
County is excited to be back in our
space and want to invite the
community to come celebrate our
Grand Reopening on September
26th. Like many businesses and
homes in Bay County, our oﬃces
sustained damage from Hurricane
Michael forcing us to vacate during
the repair process.
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Portable fire stations
coming to Southport
and Hiland Park.
To see how these
structures have been
used for other natural
disasters, go to https://
www.sprung.com/…/
refi…/government/
disaster-recovery/.

This #ShelterPetBestPet
popped by #BCFR Sand
Hills station to say hello . . . Just in
time for FF Robert Lavery to back
into the bay.
He was out on a medical
call . . . in his free time.
We appreciate our
volunteers every day.
Sacrifice doesn't begin to
describe the commitment
of a volunteer firefighter.
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A orney General Ashley Moody ac vated
Florida’s Price Gouging Hotline for consumers
in mul ple Florida coun es. The opening of
the hotline comes as Governor Ron
DeSan s declares a state of emergency for
coun es in the path of Hurricane Dorian.
Florida’s Price
Gouging Law
only applies
within the area
of the declared
state of
emergency.

Congratulations to
Bay County Sheriff's Office,
Sheriff Tommy Ford,
on his recent appointment
by Governor Ron DeSantis
to the
Florida Opioid Task Force.

At the Bay Building Industries Associa on's
Luncheon in the newly built Horsley
Construc on building. We discussed
Hurricane Michael recovery and my
legisla on addressing the housing crisis
in the Panhandle. Thank you to all of the
members of the BBIA who are working
hard to rebuild homes and businesses in
Bay County.
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