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FOCUS ON.........
PLANING AND ZONING
The Planning and Zoning
Division reviews all developments within unincorporated
Bay County for consistency with
the Bay County Comprehensive
Plan and Land Development
Regulations. The County issues everything from subdivision approvals and tree removal permits to artificial reef permits and comprehensive plan amendments. The Comprehensive
Plan and the Land Development Regulations (LDR’s) are the two guiding
documents for the Planning and Zoning Division.
The Comprehensive Plan defines the County’s long range intentions
regarding the nature and direction for the future of the community. Florida’s
1985 Growth Management Act required all 67 counties in the state to adopt a
Comprehensive Plan. This “Comp Plan” must include chapters that address future land use, housing, transportation, infrastructure, coastal managements, conservation, recreation and open space, intergovernmental coordination, and capital improvements. It also includes a Future Land Use Map
that designates the unincorporated area of the County into different general
designations such as Residential, General Commercial, Industrial, Agriculture, and Conservation.
The LDR’s are often referred to as the “Zoning Code” or ‘Land Development Code” and serves to identify responsibilities and procedures to administer the zoning ordinance. The zoning ordinance is made up of a Zoning
Map and the aforementioned LDR’s. The Zoning Map further designates land
from the Future Land Use map into more detailed “zones”. Residential districts are often broken down into zones for single-family and multi-family
dwelling use types. Similar sub-zones are created for commercial and industrial zones based on intensity of use such as neighborhood commercial
(convenience stores, hair salons, dry cleaners, etc.), and more intense general commercial (wholesale trade, warehousing,
large format retail buildings, etc.). The
LDR’s also contain minimum standards for
the subdivision of land, stormwater control
measures, utilities, and environmental standards.
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County Manager’s Corner
We had our first budget workshop of the year with the Board of County Commissioners, and two things
were realized from that session: 1. there will no be further reductions in force (layoffs) for next year, the
first time that has happened in five years, and 2. there will be a one-time annual pay supplement for all
county employees to be distributed at the end of the (calendar) year. This is an extremely sensitive issue for our elected officials because the local newspaper is apparently not in agreement with us and
has editorialized regarding it. That is their prerogative, and of course we welcome all opinions in the
county workplace. However, the Board, the directors, and my office all feel it is time to address the fact
that no one has had a pay raise for many years, and while this pay supplement is not a raise per se, it
at least is something coming your way and illustrates how appreciative we are for your hard work and
dedication. More information about the pay supplement will be in next month’s newsletter, but in the
meantime, if you have the chance to thank a Commissioner, you may want to do so. Thanks for your
patience and for all you do for Bay County!
Ed Smith
County Manager, Bay County
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Lets hear it
Fletta Norcross celebrated
her 25th anniversary with
Bay County Board of
County Commissioners in
July! ~ Thank you, Fletta
for all you do!
Don Lowery, Dept. of Veterans Affairs
has completed his
Florida Department of Veterans Affairs
Training and Certification!
Congratulations Don, on a job well done!
Thank you for serving those who served!

Gulf Coast State College
held a pinning and graduation ceremony to honor it’s newest
Paramedic Program Graduates!
Congratulations to the following Firefighter/Paramedics!
John Bland
Raymond Hottinger
Seth Imhof
Natalie McQueen
Isaac Smith
Salem Imhof-Grier (Volunteer)
Marcus Vigil
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EXTENSION

NEWS

2013 Agriculture Innovator Award Recipients
Congratulations to Mildon and Sue Dauphin of Dauphin Farm for being selected as the 2013 Agriculture Innovator for Bay County! They will be among 15
other recipients in the NW District to be recognized on August 9, 2013 during the Ag
Innovator luncheon at the Jackson County Extension Office. This award is to recognize outstanding farmers for their contributions to agriculture. For more information,
visit the Bay County Extension website at http://bay.ifas.ufl.edu/

Blueberries: Health Benefits, Uses and Storage
In last month’s newsletter, you may have read an article written by Julie McConnell, Bay County Horticulture
Agent, on growing blueberries. I thought this month would be a good time to talk about the health benefits, uses and storage
of blueberries.
This nutritious fruit has become more popular in recent years. Traditionally, blueberries have been used in making
jams, jellies, pies, muffins, pancakes, and eaten just as a snack. You can now find blueberries included in many fruit juices.
Let’s start with the health benefits. Blueberries are low in fat. They have no saturated fat and cholesterol and are sodium free, which means that they have less than 5 milligrams of sodium per serving. They are a good source of dietary fiber, vitamin C and manganese. Manganese plays an important role in bone development and in converting proteins, carbohydrates, and fats into energy. One cup of fresh blueberries contains only 80 calories.
Blueberries contain substances that have antioxidant properties. The antioxidants work to neutralize free radicals — unstable molecules linked to the development of cancer, cardiovascular disease and other age-related conditions such as Alzheimer’s. Substances in blueberries called polyphenols, specifically the anthocyanins that give the
fruit its blue color, are the major contributors to antioxidant activity.
When selecting blueberries, choose firm, plump, dry blueberries with dusty blue color and that are uniform in size.
Refrigerate blueberries for 10 days to 14 days. If you want to store them in the freezer, do not wash them. Just put them into
freezer bags or containers. Remember to wash the blueberries before you use them. For best flavor and quality, they can be
stored for one year in the freezer.
To increase blueberries in your diet, add them frozen to your breakfast shake. Add fresh or dried blueberries to cold
breakfast cereals. For a deliciously elegant dessert, layer yogurt and blueberries in parfait or tall glasses and top with crystallized ginger. Try this yogurt parfait below for breakfast, lunch or dessert.

Yogurt Blueberry Parfait
2 cups yogurt, fat-free vanilla
1 cup sliced bananas
1 cup blueberries (substitute ½ of blueberries with other fruits – strawberries, raspberries, etc.)
1 cup low-fat granola
Set aside 4 parfait or other tall glasses. Spoon ¼ c. yogurt into each glass. Top with ¼ c. of fruit. Sprinkle with 2 tablespoons of granola. Repeat process. 1 parfait yields about 200 calories.
For more information contact Dr. Moore at 784-6105. All programs are open to all persons regardless of race,

color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
Bay Currents News Article
August 2013
Submitted by: Marjorie Moore, Ph.D.
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Looking for something different to do on your lunch break?
Check out this volunteer opportunity!
What is a Mentor?
A mentor is a caring, compassionate adult who chooses to devote their time to a young
person, offering them support, guidance, and encouragement. If you can donate one hour
per week, you can change a life by helping a child build a solid foundation of values,
establish goals, improve their academic and life skills, while developing their self-esteem
and confidence.

Why Mentor?
Our success rate at Take Stock in Children is a result of a comprehensive approach provided by our program.
One of the key and proven success factors is the role of the mentor. More and more people want to have a
lasting, profound impact in their community. They understand that the commitment of becoming a mentor can
change a child’s life while helping them grow personally. Can you remember adults who paid attention to you;
who believed in you; and who guided you during your childhood? These individuals served as mentors. Wouldn’t you like to have someone think of you as their life-changing, trusted mentor?

Where & When Does Mentoring Occur?
Mentoring sessions range from 45-60 minutes and occur at a school near your home or workplace, during
school hours. The days and times of mentoring sessions are arranged between the mentor and mentee depending on their individual schedules and classes. As a result, mentoring is convenient for both students and
mentors.

How Do I Become a Take Stock in Children Mentor?
Take Stock in Children mentors learn the principles and guidelines of school-based, academic-focused mentoring. They participate in an orientation session and receive a manual that contains tools for addressing the general needs of their students: improving grades, preparing for college, career planning, and developing life skills.
Mentors also will be able to use the weekly Mentor Minute, an online resource center, to provide support services that target the specific needs of their students.
If you are interested in mentoring in this program, please contact Janet Kessler, Mentor Coordinator at 7674111. You are also invited to the Foundation’s website at www.bayeducationfoundation.org.
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April was National Poetry Monty and to celebrate, the Bay County Public Library hosted a Community Poem. Library patrons were encouraged
to write 1-20 words of poetry and after a month, the free-flowing creativity was put into one poem by local poet, Lynn Wallace.
We thank all of the community contributors who helped write the poem below; their contributions are in italics. We thank Mr. Wallace for taking
on this challenge, for his support of this project, and for his ability to reflect the voice of the community.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Words and Voices
I am a searcher, living under two green suns and fourteen moons,
spending time at the bottom of this cave,
aiming lenses and antenna,
searching.
One night, I found this planet
with its yellow sun and single pocked moon,
and I began collecting words and voices from one spot.
I let them cascade around me
and began to put pieces together.
With each book I read,
my dreams fly and soar, one voice sang.
Natasha is here, fashioning a kind of acrostic;
Charlie is here, and Jean, Campbell, Nicholas,
names from a spot on a faraway world,
celebrating a place of sentient silence,
engulfing dark pockets,
sending fitting words all the way
to the bottom of my cave.
I focus on
this place called a “library,”
a center of all that these beings, these creatures
are, have been, and will be,
images, words, and voices
within book covers, binders,
dangling from ceilings,
glistening in windows,
swaying with the leaves of a tree.
Words giving love and hope,
unhinging a door that opens a mind,
that sentient silence again,
peace, joy, serenity there,
the great contained in the small.
Books, books everywhere,
vessels for words,
and the abbots and abbesses of work,
called librarians,
dispensing a kind of medicine.
Always the time is now,
for words, friends for the friendless,

shelved and unshelved,
genius and homeless souls
living and dying side-by-side,
butterfly and caterpillar,
a rock falls, a bird bursts from brush,
a woman folding a shirt with sweet lovely hands,
a girl standing in the folds of her mother’s skirt,
a book joining them.
Book dust and silence make magic
to take these away, to far lands
A girl brings her sister after school,
a woman who grew up in the History Room
brings her granddaughter, and will come again.
Other lives lived here—
what a brilliant time is this day,
with words as guiding stars,
the story from its beginnings
to the possibilities of how it will end.
And dimensions that can only be crossed
in words and voices. This rich life.
All
nationalities, cultures, languages
homeless, homeowner,
resident, visitor,
awake, asleep,
young, old,
big, small,
All.
I, a solitary monk,
in the light of my two green suns
and fourteen butter-yellow moons,
gather all this over distance
store it in my observatory cave,
record these words and voices
from one tiny place teeming with life,
gather these words and voices
for all time.
What a vibrant, living people.
What a brilliant time is today.

About the Poet:
Lynn Wallace is an Associate Professor of English at Gulf Coast State College in Panama City. In 2011, he was a 2011 Florida Division of
Culture Affairs’ Fellow in Literature. While on a Fulbright Fellowship to Costa Rica, an excerpt of his memoir, Life of Wound, was translated
into Spanish and published in the literary supplement of the daily La Nación. His 2005 novel, Los Caminantes, won a prize in the novel
manuscript category at the Florida First Coast Writers' Festival. His book of selected poems, Wound in the Sun, was published in 2009.
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Reminders for Safe Online Shopping
Here are a few things to keep in mind to make sure your online purchases are
safe ones.
Use Familiar Trusted Websites
Rather than use a search engine, look for your item on sites you have come to know
and trust.
Look for the “Lock” Icon
Make sure you use a site that has a secure sockets layer or SSL. The URL which
should start with “https://” and there should be an icon that looks like a closed padlock
usually located in the status bar.
Make Sure Your Anti-Virus Program is Up-to-Date
Protect yourself from computer viruses and look for program extras such as identity theft protection.
Use Strong Passwords
You can find tips online for making a unique password.
Shop at Home or at least in Private
Do not use a public computer to make purchases. Also, beware of using your personal laptop in public because
someone could be watching or recording you as you type in your personal information. Play it safe and do your online
shopping at home.
NEVER give out your Social Security Number.
And when you can, give out the least amount of information. While sites have required fields, many add optional
fields that you can skip.
Keep Good Records.
Make sure you get the details of your purchase. Don’t forget to print out or save electronically your online receipts and follow-up on shipping & delivery information.

We encourage you to do a little research online for additional tips and recommendations to keep you safe

as you shop!

PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION
The 2013 Bay County’s Haunted Hayride will be October 25th (Friday night) and October 26th
(Saturday night). The Pumpkin Patch will be held on Saturday evening October 26th. The first organizational meeting for the 2013 Bay County’s Haunted Hayride will be August 15th (Thursday) at
Harder’s Park. We will meet at 9:00am.
As in the past, we would like to encourage everyone’s participation in the Haunted Hayride. For
the meeting, please send a spokesperson for your department or office. This meeting is for those who
will be hosting a haunted site for the Haunted Hayride, we will have a separate meeting in October for
those volunteering for the Pumpkin Patch.
Let’s continue to make each year bigger and better!

Gary Buchanan
Parks & Recreation
Operations Supervisor
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

It’s Our Responsibility
With all the government safety regulations as well as County policies and procedures, it’s easy to forget that
safety is primarily a personal responsibility. Workplaces can be covered with warning signs, safety posters, and bulletin boards. Safeguards can be installed on each piece of equipment. We can attend training sessions and be told
of safe ways to do work, but none of these things can ensure freedom from accidents unless we want to prevent
them. It’s up to us!
Unless we realize that our own actions determine whether accidents happen—and until we accept responsibility
for these actions—injuries will occur.
Who puts tools and equipment into motion and controls their movements? Who but ourselves can control the placement of our bodies, the movement of our arms, legs, and eyes, and—most important—the activity of our brains?
One’s ability to control his or her own actions carries with it the responsibility not to let these actions harm coworkers.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Being Accountable! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Machines do not reach out and bite. Tripping hazards don’t grab a person’s feet. Hand tools don’t slice and jab
into flesh by themselves. Yet, judging from the statements people use to describe their injuries, one would think
that the tools and equipment they use were alive.
It’s apparent that the people who make such statements are not fully aware that they are accountable for their
own actions and must accept the responsibility for them. Little can be done to prevent their accidents and injuries
until they do accept this responsibility. Many accidents are prevented, it is true, when OSHA standards and the
boss’s requirements are met. But when each individual employee brings an acceptance of personal responsibility
and accountability into the workplace every day, everyone’s risk of injury drops dramatically.
Consider a cargo handler who steps into the cab of a tractor, slips, and scrapes a leg against the door—
causing a deep cut requiring stitches. Investigation reveals that the nonskid surface on the cab floor was badly
worn and slippery.
What caused this accident? An irresponsible individual would lay the blame on the physical condition of the
tractor and might ask, "Why wasn’t the cab floor reported for repair?" A person who accepts responsibility would
have reported it.
Hard luck, the conduct of other people, inadequate tools, and unfavorable conditions are just a few of the favorite reasons immature, irresponsible people use to absolve themselves of personal accountability when things go
wrong.
Accepting responsibility for our own actions, on the other hand, is a sign of maturity. It means we believe firmly
that it’s up to us to do everything we can to prevent accidents. No one else can accept our safety responsibility for
us.
Source—BLR Safety
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Service Anniversaries
1 Regina Burgess, Robert Smith

5 Years

2 Ronald Fountain, Sharon Roberts, Larry Mathis

Donna M. Cole

3 Dan Shaw, Ian Crelling

10 Years

4 Tania Watts, Charles Perry

Joseph Holden

Parks & Recreation

6 Steven Whiters, James Hood

Barney McCosh

Landfill

8 Cynthia Lantis, Ryan Stephens
9 Bradley Clark, David Otte, Robert Baur, Robert L. Johnson
10 Sharon Tinsley
11 Robert Davidson, Nathan Pennington

County Attorney's Office

15 Years
Mack Pitre

Roads & Bridges

20 Years

12 Larry Hobbs, Valerie Smith

Christopher Lee

13 Robert T. Johnson

30 Years

15 Michael Ashmore

Pamela Robbins

Bay County Library

16 Steven Jones, Susan Franklin, Brenda Butcher

Lemuel Smith

Roads & Bridges

17 Edward Hansen

Welcome!

18 Kirt Winters
19 Troy Johns
20 Louis Wilkerson, Robyn McCormick
21 Howard Gouge, George Walrond, Isaac Smith
22 Eve Tooley, Terry Combs
23 Sean Lathrop
24 Beulah Harrison
25 Ken Schnell
26 Ronald Jones, Kevin Maxwell
27 Futherell Goolsby
28 Manley Hatchell
29 Rex Holmes, Jeffrey Otts, Robert Coulthard
30 Patricia Knox, Ashley Stukey, Dannie Thomas
If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov.

Golden Honey:
$7.00 per pound ~ Please contact Chris Mathers in GIS if
you are interested! Email: cmathers@baycountyfl.gov or
call 248‐8071~

Roads & Bridges

Wendy Garner

County Manager’s Office

Belinda Davis

Waste to Energy

Cody Varner

Wastewater Systems
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C O M M U N I T Y
E v e n t s calendar
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SPECIAL OFFERS!
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