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FOCUS ON ………
ROADS & BRIDGES

VACUUM TRUCK
Bay County Roads &
Bridges Division operates a
Vacuum Truck which is a
tank truck with a heavy
duty vacuum designed to
pneumatically load solids,
liquids, sludge or slurry
through vacuum lines. The County recently purchased a new Jet / Vacuum Sewer Cleaner truck at a total cost of $ 311,383.00 which is an extremely valuable piece of equipment used daily in our maintenance operations.
Bay County has a total of 71.28 miles of culvert pipe with over 2,940
inlets which require cleaning on a routine basis. Failure to remove debris
and dirt from these culverts can cause severe flooding and drainage issues for Bay County roadways and property owners.
The Vacuum Truck is especially important when our area is threatened
with heavy rains or even worse, a Hurricane. The crew works all areas
that are prone for flooding when receiving heavy rainfall to ensure pipes
and inlets are operating at maximum capability. Even with all preplanning when an area is being flooded due to debris or silt in the pipes or
inlets, the Vacuum Truck is the most important piece of equipment to clean
the system and get the system back to normal operation.
The Vacuum Truck also cleans driveway culverts that are blocked with debris or silt throughout the county. Many of the driveways on county dirt
roads have to be cleaned on a regular basis or as determined by the
rainfall the county receives. Citizens with a driveway culvert that is
blocked with debris or observes an inlet or pipe that is not working properly can contact the Roads & Bridges Division @ 850-248-8810 and request their culvert be cleaned.
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County Manager’s Corner
I imagine many of you are wondering what, if anything, can be done for the employees regarding a pay adjustment. I can tell
you that the Board of County Commissioners is willing to address this issue in next year’s budget. What I can’t tell you (yet) is
exactly how it will be addressed. We are trying to coordinate a possible pay adjustment or supplement with the other constitutional officers to sustain some continuity among the various agencies in how we approach this issue.
The bottom line is that administration and the Board are acutely aware of how long it has been for our folks to receive additional
compensation, and are working toward a solution. Stay tuned through the summer as we continue to discuss it during our
budget process. Hang in there gang! In the meantime, the Board agreed to my suggestion that Friday, July 5 also be given as
a paid holiday day, thus allowing many of us to travel for the 4th of July weekend. They wanted to use that as one more gesture
of how much they appreciate everyone’s efforts in recent years to make it through hard times. Be safe!
Ed Smith
County Manager, Bay County
850-248-8145
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The Florida Planning and Zoning
Association awards Bay County
this years Strategic
Plan Award!

Bay County Planning and Zoning Department recently won the Outstanding Strategic Plan
Award from the Florida Planning and Zoning Association for 2013. They were awarded a plaque at
their annual luncheon on June 7th from at the Daytona Beach Plaza Resort and Spa. The Outstanding plan was for the successful implementation of the Naval Support Activity Panama City Joint
Land Use Study (JLUS) that was completed in November 2009. The implementation project has
been done over three phases starting in early 2010 and ending in January of 2012 with the help of
the consulting firm Wilson Miller Stantec.
The Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) provided recommendations intended to promote compatible
community growth while supporting military training and operational missions. It focused on protecting the health, safety and welfare of the local community with regard to military operations and addresses encroachment that is threatening or may threaten the mission and viability of an installation.
Bay County and Wilson Miller Stantec were responsible for taking the recommendations from the
study and implementing them through land development code changes, comprehensive plan amendments, reports, and studies. The JLUS implementation efforts have helped foster collaboration and
mitigate existing and anticipated encroachment issues through improved coordination among Bay
County, the Naval Support Activity Panama City (NSA-PC), the City of Panama City, and the City of
Panama City Beach.
NSA PC is located on the western shore of St. Andrews Bay in Bay County, Florida. It is
comprised of a total of 657 acres of land, 221 buildings, hosts 13 tenant commands and is the premier dive training and littoral warfare center for divers from all branches of the U.S. military. The waters in and around St. Andrews Bay provide ideal areas for rough and calm water training. NSA-PC
also houses the Naval Surface Warfare Center, the top naval system laboratory for the Department
of Defense. There they perform research design, testing, and evaluation on mines, mine warfare,
underseas countermeasures, diving and life support systems, and littoral warfare. NSA PC employs
over 2,800 civilian and military personnel.
The implementation project has taken place in three phases over about two years. A Military
Influence Overlay District (MIOD) was established in the Comprehensive Plan along with new zoning
regulations and guidelines within the Land Development Regulations. Military Influence Areas
(MIAs) were identified to cover issues dealing with frequency interference, land/water dock/pier construction, anti-terrorism and force protection, and line of sight protection to ensure security and effective communication. Bay County Planning staff worked with Wilson Miller Stantec and used these
military influence areas to further investigate possible encroachment issues between NSA-PC and
the surrounding jurisdictions. The implementation of the Joint Land Use Study recommendations
were reviewed and analyzed with one ultimate goal – ensuring success of NSA-PC’s mission while
safeguarding the needs of the adjacent communities.
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Lets hear it for..............................
Edmund Hill, who received his Class “B” Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operators Certificate on May 29th! Congratulations Edmund!
~AND~
Glenn Obgurn passed his QRO– Certification for Municipal Solid
Waste Combustion Facilities Operator Test. Great job Glenn!
The Academy of
Dance and Performing Arts of
Lynn Haven held its Annual Dance Recital on June 8, 2013 at the
Arnold High School Auditorium. This year’s theme “Come Fly with
Me” inspired dancers of all ages from 3 to 63 to journey around the
world performing their dance routines for a very special audience.

Dancing with the Stars?

One special stop had the Adult Tap Class presenting a tap routine
to “Philadelphia Freedom” debuting Ms. Brooke Powell of EOC
(on right) with this being her first dance recital. Joining her is Chyrl
Boyer (center) of HR and Mrs. Ramsey (left) for a quick snapshot
before going on stage showing off their hard work taught by Brandi
Boyer Rutherford, Instructor and daughter of Chyrl.
Classes will be starting back up in August and we extend an invitation to fellow toe tappers to come join in the fun. Remember, it’s a
great way to get your exercise too!

The Klothes for Kids clothing drive
has begun! Please drop off gently used
or new school uniform tops and bottoms,
socks, shoes, undergarments, and play
clothes at the Property Appraiser’s Office now through the end of July. We
have a collection bin located in our front
lobby. For additional information or
questions, please contact
Cindy at 248-8417.
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Extension News
Growing Blueberries in Bay County
Submitted by: Julie McConnell
Blueberries peak in the summer months here in Bay County and it’s enticing to pick up a few bushes at the local
garden center to grow them at home. Before you invest in blueberry bushes make sure your site is suitable. Doing your homework before you plant is important for any garden, but especially so when you want to grow a
plant with specific cultural requirements such as blueberries. Blueberries require well-drained acidic soil that
contains organic matter, a minimum of 4-5 hours of sunlight daily, and space away from competing roots. Chill
hour requirements and bloom time vary by blueberry types.
Soil in the Florida Panhandle has a wide pH range (measure of acidity) and can vary greatly even within a halfacre site. On less than one acre behind our UF/IFAS Bay County Extension office, I took 10 soil samples and the
pH range was from 4.6 (acidic) to 7.6 (alkaline).
Having your soil tested prior to planting is critical to growing blueberries successfully because it is very difficult
to lower pH if your soil is higher than the target range. Blueberries need acidic soil (pH 4.0-5.5) to be able to use
microelements in the soil such as iron and zinc. As the pH increases, these nutrients become less available to the
plant even if they are present in the soil in adequate quantities. Nutrient deficiency leads to weak plants and loss
of vigor. Test your soil before you purchase plants to ensure your site has the ideal pH range. Visit our office at
2728 E. 14th Street to pick up a soil test kit. For more details about how soil pH affects your landscape, please
see EDIS SL256: Soil pH and the Home Landscape or Garden.
Sandy soil is commonly found in North Florida and tends to be low in organic matter. Incorporating soil amendments directly into planting beds or using mulches that decompose (such as pinestraw or wood mulch) will help
increase organic matter in your landscape. Peat moss or pine bark can be incorporated into beds planned for
blueberries or pine bark can be used as mulch. Adding organic matter will help retain soil moisture, which is
beneficial to blueberries that have shallow root systems.
Retaining soil moisture is valuable to blueberries, however, the site does need to drain well to a minimum depth
of 18 inches. Areas that remain wet for long periods of time increase the risk of Phytophthora root rot damage.
If an otherwise ideal site does not drain well, consider building a raised bed or changing the location.
Four to five hours a day is the minimum sunlight needed for good blueberry production. Make sure your sunny
site is at least 20 feet from building foundations and competing tree roots. Blueberry plants can get large, over
ten feet in height and width! Plan to give them room to grow. With pruning they can be maintained around 7′x7′.
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There are two main types of
blueberries that grow well in Florida:
the southern highbush and rabbiteye.
Among these types, there are specific
cultivars with low chill requirements
that perform better in Florida than in
other southern states. Rabbiteye blueberries are recommended for areas north
of Ocala, and southern highbush blueberries for central and south Florida.
When choosing cultivars, you need to
plant at least two different cultivars
within the same type (rabbiteye with
rabbiteye) and make sure that bloom
time overlaps so that cross pollination
can take place. Rabbiteye cultivars recommended for the Panhandle are:
Early season
‘Beckyblue’
‘Bonita’
‘Climax’
Mid- to late-season
‘Brightwell’
‘Powderblue’
‘Tifblue’
‘Woodard’
‘Chaucer’
‘Bluegem’

For more information about blueberry site preparation, selection, pest management, and care please see
EDIS CIR1192 Blueberry Gardener's Guide or contact Julie at 784-6105. All programs are open to all
persons regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
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A recent review of Bay County Animal Control by the University of Florida resulted in a host of recommendations to increase adoptions and improve the shelter. One of the main goals identified was increasing the health, comfort and adoptability of the animals.
UF also encouraged the county to provide more comfort to animals in the shelter
and, in particular, provide better bedding. County staff and the Women's Club of
Panama City are working to raise funds for "kuranda" beds for the dogs in the
shelter.
"Having these beds means that, for example, dogs will no longer have to lay on
cold, sometimes wet, concrete floors," said Dan Shaw, Bay County assistant
manager, who was among the first to donate a new kuranda bed. "Although any
size bed is appreciated, large dogs beds are needed the most."
Click the link below to donate a kuranda bed that will be shipped directly to the
Bay County Animal Shelter. The Women's Club of Panama City will also accept
donations toward the purchase of a bed. For more information, please call Valerie Sale at 248-8170.
http://kuranda.com/donate/9281
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Have a question for the
Northwest Regional Library System?
Ask Dewey!

Dear Dewey is designed to help information flow to and from your Library.
If you have library or information access questions, just Ask Dewey!
Send your Dear Dewey questions to: referencedesk@nwrls.com.
Put Dear Dewey in the Subject Line and Dewey will respond!

Dear Dewey,
When I went to check out an Ebook, I got a message telling me my library card was expired. Can I renew my card by phone? –Wanda C.
Dear Wanda C.,
Yep! You can renew your card by calling the main Circulation Desk (850-522-2100) or the library
nearest you. The Library Staff will ask you a few questions to confirm your patron information
and then they should be able to renew your card.
Dear Dewey,
Do the Libraries have audiobooks? –David S.
Dear David S.,
We sure do! The Libraries have over 3,000 audiobooks on CD, tape,
and available for download.
To browse what we have on CD and tape:
Go to our Library Catalog (http://ls2pac.nwrls.lib.fl.us)
Search for audiobooks, or by author, title and/or keywords
The audiobooks will have CD or Tape noted in the item record.
To browse what we have available for download:
Go to our EBook and Audiobook collection from OverDrive (http://nwrls.lib.overdrive.com)
In the orange band at the top, under Audiobooks Fiction or Nonfiction, either click on a genre
Or click on View more…
When you are ready to download an EBook or audiobook, you might need to download the
OverDrive Media Console App. Want more information? Go to the OverDrive Help page at:
http://help.overdrive.com, give us a call at 850-522-2100 or visit your nearest Library!
Dear Dewey,
I have a friend who would like to learn English. Does the Library offer English language tutoring? –Mrs. S.
Dear Mrs. S.,
Yes! The Bay County Public Library Literacy Department has staff and volunteers who provide
one-on-one and group tutoring sessions to anyone who is at least 18 years old. We offer English
as a second language, GED and U.S. Citizenship tutoring. For more information, please call
850-522-2100 and ask for the Literacy Department.
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PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION

Harder’s Park Spring Softball League ended its season on June 24th.
Thanks to all the players
for a great season!

Mellow Mushrooms

Master Batters

2013 Harder’s Park Spring
Coed Softball Champs-

2013 Harder’s Park Spring
C Division Softball ChampsMy Bad
2013 Harder’s Park Spring
B Division Softball Champs-

Upcoming E vents
H.G. Harder’s will be hosting the USFA Softball Tournament
(starting July 8th) . This is an annual tournament bringing
in players from all over the country.
We will host over 100 teams during this two week tournament.
BCYSA is hosting “The British Invasion “
on July 13th thru July 19th here at Harder’s Park.
All ages, so come out and enjoy a great game of soccer.
Harder’s Park Fall Softball registration has begun.
Sign up forms can be found on the Bay County website.
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

Hurricane Season 2013
Be prepared ~ Build and keep a disaster supply kit on hand
A disaster supplies kit is simply a collection of basic items your household may need in the event
of an emergency. Try to assemble your kit well in advance of an emergency. You may have to
evacuate at a moment’s notice and take essentials with you. You will probably not have time to
search for the supplies you need or shop for them. You may need to survive on your own after an
emergency. This means having your own food, water and other supplies in sufficient quantity to
last for at least 72 hours. Local officials and relief workers will be on the scene after a disaster
but they cannot reach everyone immediately. You could get help in hours or it might take days.
Additionally, basic services such as electricity, gas, water, sewage treatment and telephones may
be cut off for days or even a week, or longer. Your supplies kit should contain items to help you
manage during these outages.

Basic Disaster Supplies Kit
A basic emergency supply kit could include the following recommended items:
♦

♦
♦

♦
♦
♦

♦

Water, one gallon of water per person
per day for at least three days, for
drinking and sanitation
Food, at least a three-day supply of
non-perishable food
Battery-powered or hand crank radio
and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone
alert and extra batteries for both
Flashlight and extra batteries
First aid kit, whistle to signal for help
Dust mask to help filter contaminated
air and plastic sheeting and duct tape
to shelter-in-place
Moist towelettes, garbage bags and
plastic ties for personal sanitation
♦ Wrench or pliers to turn
off utilities, manual can
opener for food
♦ Local maps
♦ Cell phone with chargers,

Once you have gathered the supplies for a
basic emergency kit, you may want to
consider adding the following items:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Prescription medications and glasses, infant
formula and diapers
Pet food and extra water for your pet
Cash or traveler's checks and change
Important family documents such as copies of
insurance policies
Identification and bank account records in a
waterproof, portable container
Emergency reference material such as a first
aid book
Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each person
Consider additional bedding
Complete change of clothing including a long
sleeved shirt, long pants and sturdy shoes
Fire extinguisher, matches in a waterproof conSource – FEMA
www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
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Service Anniversaries
25 Years
3
4
5
8
9
10

Craig Stovall
Randal Allison, Kevin Parrish
Billy Hall
Coy McCurry, Darby Syrkin, Josee Cyr
Leroy Goodman, Brooke Powell
Jonathan Sparks, Lloyd Kadlec

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
20

Candace Mills, Judy Poston
David Bond
Richard Poutre’, Jamie Jones
Kevin Branch
Donald Hamm, Timothy Owens, Joseph Holden
Doreen Hicks
Vanessa Phillips, Cory Parsons
Terry Kent, James Boyer, Gerald Kearney
Justin Barron

21
22
23
24
26
27
28
30

Adam Bass, Bobby Gibbs
Deanne Coffield
Jacob Palma
Michael Iacobellis, Riqui Lyon, John Mock
Mark Huffman
Stacie Gore
Willard Price
Heather Ogilvie

If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov.

Avian Adventures
Mediana Dome
Top Bird Cage
Size: 34"L x 24"W x
40"H
(Overall Height with
Stand 68")
Weight: 159 lbs.
Color: Ruby
$200.00

Toddler potty chair (never been used) and a
booster seat (turtle shape – practically new)
$10 ea or $15 for both. They belonged to my
grandson when he visited .~ Jo Mantz X 8140
* I Also have some adult health care items.

Classifieds!

Fletta Norcross

Information Technology

15 Years
Bryon Boyce

Engineering

10 Years
Dan Shaw

County Manager’s Office

5 Years
Jenny Martinez

Bay County Library

Lindsey Grabbe

Emergency Services

Ray Banner

Traffic Engineering

Adrian Lewis

Water Systems Division

Welcome Aboard ~ June New Hires!
Sherri Hardy

Builder’s Services Division

Heather Ogilvie

Bay County Library

Kevin Branch

Traffic Engineering Div

Patrick Peters

Wastewater Division
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Fire Services
They’re at the top of their class....Literally!
Well, the ladder anyway...
Aerial Fire Apparatus Operations Course
It’s not your traditional fire truck and it’s not your traditional firefighter. And, if
you’ve ever seen an aerial fire apparatus in action, then you know, the training isn’t
traditional either.
During the month of June, 12 firefighters attended an Aerial Fire Apparatus Operations Course (instructed by Lt. Welborn and Seth H. Imhof). The 40 hour course has a
curriculum set by the Florida State Fire College and is considered very strenuous.
In the picture below, the firefighters are conducting an elevated master stream exercise. They are learning the advanced skills of proper positioning, stabilization, and
safe operating of a ladder truck all while water is flowing at a rate of over 2,000
gallons per minute. The truck ladder (aerial) is at an angle of 60˚ and at 100ft at
the top. This truck is designed to support 13 firefighters or 3250 lbs distributed.
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C O M M U N I T Y
A C T I V I T I E S
Bay County Centennial Celebration!

07/05/2013

Guitars & Palm Trees ~ Little Texas in Concert
Clay Underwood & Little Texas will be performing
at a Concert to benefit FSU’s Early Childhood Autism
Program.
Location: Beck Avenue

07/04/2013

Star Spangled Spectacular in PCB
9:00 a.m. ~ Veterans celebration at Veteran’s
Memorial Park
7:30 p.m. ~ POPS performance in Aaron Bessant Park. Bring chairs, blankets and the children.
9:00 p.m. ~ Three Fireworks Shows all along
the Gulf: City Pier, County Pier and Grand
Lagoon

07/05/2013

Friday Fest: Downtown
Panama City

07/04/2013

Salute to Freedom ~ Panama City, Downtown
Marina: Live music, food and vendors starting
at 2:00 p.m.
9:00 ~ Fireworks

07/18/2013

Little Sun Dress Party ~ The Boat Yard
Slip into your favorite Little Sun Dress for a beautiful,
classic and fun night! Free champagne for the ladies,
live entertainment, gift bags and delectable appetizers. Best of all, proceeds from LBD will be donated
to the American Cancer Society to join the fight
against Breast Cancer!

07/01/2013

Monday, July 1st from 4-8 p.m. Bay County
will host a FREE BBQ complete with Hamburgers, hot dogs, blue grass music and tours of the
historic Mckenzie and Sapp Homes!
Location: McKenzie Park, Luverne Ave, PC

07/04/2013
07/11/2013
07/18/2013
07/25/2013

Pier Park Summer Concert Series: Line Up
Panama City Pops
The Jacobs Brock and Brews Band
Colin Lake
Heartbeat City
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Please help with the great escape!
A few of our Bay County Employees have
been locked up~ Help them, help others....
Debbie Cuthbert from Information Technology:
http://www2.mda.org/goto/debbiecuthbert

Kristy Buchanan form Utilities
http://www2.mda.org/goto/kristibuchanan

Cindy Perry from the Property Appraisers Office
http://www2.mda.org/goto/cindyperry

Fred Brown, Gulf Coast State College,
Former employee from the Engineering Dept.
http://www2.mda.org/goto/fredbrown
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CANCER: Your Risks. Your Options.
Every year, cancer claims the lives of nearly
300,000 men in America. Men can reduce their
risk for several of the most common kinds of
cancer. Please make plans to join us for a June
Men’s Wellness Seminar when Dr. Michael
Michael Jenkins, MD
Panama City
Urological Center

Jenkins discusses prostate and colon cancer.
Thursday, July 18, 2013
9:00 – 9:45 a.m.
Gov Building Board Room
840 W 11th Street
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