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REAL FACTS ABOUT MOSQUITO CONTROL

Just because it has been dry, do not think for a minute that
mosquitos are not around. Remember when it does not rain people
will usually water their lawns and flowers therefore causing their
own mosquito problem. Be careful when watering lawns and flowers
because the water will get in containers making the perfect site for
the mosquito to lay her eggs. If possible, water your plants every
other day and make sure that your pots do not have the dish
underneath. When the water stands for two to three days, the eggs
will hatch and within one week, you can have adult mosquitos flying around and biting you.
Remember to check around your yard and dump out any standing water that might have
collected in containers, as this is the perfect breeding site for the species of mosquito that
can transmit the Zika virus. We had three travel related Zika cases last year in Bay
County.
The best method of
Mosquito Control is to
get rid of the breeding
sites for the mosquito.
This is where you can get involved as a homeowner. Check your property for
anything that will hold water for more than three days, either turn it over so it won’t
hold water or dispose of it. Items such as buckets, dog dishes, rain gutters,
birdbaths, kiddy pools, tarps over boats, flowerpots, and old tires, these are places
that the mosquito uses to lay her eggs. It is more effective and less expensive to
control mosquitos in the egg, larval, and pupae stages rather than waiting until they
hatch off and become adults. The mortality rate in controlling them at the larval
stage is about 85 – 90 per cent.

Mosquito larvae floating with their breathing
tubes or butt snorkels at the surface of the water.
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The treatments during the larval stage are all environmentally friendly and are harmless to pets and
humans. If you wait until they hatch off and are flying, your mortality rate drops to about 60-70 per cent.
When spraying streets and alleys for mosquitos at night we are putting out a low dose insecticide, which
only has a 300-foot drift. Where homes and vegetation block some of the spray, it then leaves the adults
more places to hide and start the cycle all over again. Most people think that if they do not see a spray
truck then we are not doing our job, “far from the truth”. We have
technicians that answer service calls during the day and show the
homeowner things that they can do in controlling mosquitos
around their property. Although night spraying is a very important
part of Mosquito Control, just remember, “the quicker you get rid
of the source of the mosquito habitat the quicker you get rid of
your mosquito problem”. We also let Mother Nature work for us.
When an abandoned pool has been discovered and we can gain
access to it, we will place gambusia minnows in it allowing them to
eat the larvae. We will also place a sign in that yard to let
neighbors know that we are striving to control the mosquito
population in their neighborhood as much as possible.

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
Just remember to watch out for ticks when working outside. With it being dry, they are everywhere seeking
shelter and moisture. Be careful when walking under low hanging limbs because the tick is known to hide on the
underside of the leaves. In addition, it is about time for the annoying yellow flies to be back so remember the
black beach ball trick with tangle foot adhesive on it. Trust me it works.

The week of June 25th – 30th is
National Mosquito Control Week!
If you know of a place that needs attention from Mosquito Control please
call our office at 248-8720 or email us at mosquitos@ baycountyfl.gov
and we will be glad to help.
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Just a reminder about the blood drives next week. When you donate
blood with OneBlood, you are making an immediate contribution to the
health and welfare of our community. All donations benefit those in need
locally.
Tuesday, June 6th, Government Center 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Contact Maria Westfall at 248-8201
Wednesday, June 7th, Roads & Bridges 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Contact Kim Barbero at 248-8818
Thursday, June 8th, Steelfield Landfill 8:00 a.m. to Noon
Contact Michelle Runyon at 236-2212
We still have a lot of open slots and encourage you to make an
appointment so you won’t experience any wait time. Remember, all
BOCC employees who are able to donate blood will receive ½ day
incentive leave. You will also receive a free OneBlood T-Shirt and a
wellness checkup including blood pressure, temperature, iron count and
cholesterol screening.

Please sign up today. The need is constant!
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Bay County Emergency Services
The 2017 Hurricane
Season begins
June 1st .
If you haven’t signed up
for AlertBay, please do
so at www.alertbay.org!
Knowing the essentials of how to prepare could truly be a
life saver. Know your hurricane facts and understand
common terms used during hurricane forecasts. Tropical
Depressions are cyclones with winds of 38 mph. Tropical
Storms vary in wind speeds from 39-73 mph while
Hurricanes have winds 74 mph and greater. The greatest
threats are damaging winds, storm surge and flooding.
Here are some important terms you may hear:
 ·Tropical Storm Watch: Tropical storm conditions are
possible in the area within 48 hours.
 ·Hurricane Watch: Hurricane conditions are possible in
the area within 48 hours.
 ·Tropical Storm Warning: Tropical storm conditions are
expected in the area within 36 hours.
 ·Hurricane Warning: Hurricane conditions are expected
in the area within 36 hours.
 ·Eye: Clear, sometimes well-defined center of the storm
with calmer conditions.
 ·Eye Wall: Surrounding the eye, contains some of the
most severe weather of the storm with the highest wind
speed and largest precipitation.
 ·Rain Bands: Bands coming off the cyclone that
produce severe weather conditions such as heavy rain,
wind and tornadoes.
 ·Storm Surge: An often underestimated and deadly
result of ocean water swelling as a result of a landfalling
storm, and quickly flooding coastal and sometimes
areas further inland.

in the interior portion of a well-built
structure.
The National Hurricane Center has the most up-to-date
information on tropical cyclone developments, forecasts and
weather alerts, discussions analyzing the data and more:
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
Are you Ready?
 ·Know how to secure your home in the event of
damaging winds, storm surge and flooding.
 ·Cover all of your windows, either with hurricane
shutters or wood.
 ·Although tape can prevent glass from shattering
everywhere, be warned that tape does not prevent the
window from breaking.
 ·Make sure all trees and shrubs are trimmed
and clear rain gutters.
 ·Bring in all outdoor furniture, garbage cans,
decorations, and anything else that is not
tied down.
 ·If winds become strong, stay away from
windows and doors and close, secure and
brace internal doors.
 ·Make sure your tank is full far in advance of
an approaching storm. Most people wait until
the last minute, rush to get extra gas for cars
and generators, and subsequently gas
stations can run out early.
 ·Have extra cash on hand in the event no
ATMS in your area are accessible or
working!
 ·Go to http://www.floridadisaster.org/
getaplan/ and Get A Plan!

During a watch, prepare your home and evacuation plan in
case a warning is issued. During a warning, carefully follow
the directions of officials, and immediately leave the area if
they advise it. In the event of an Extreme Wind Warning/
Advisory, which means that
extreme sustained winds of 115 mph or greater are
expected to begin within an hour, immediately take shelter
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Fire: Lieutenants John Bland
and Jerrad Hiers
(Autism Fundraiser)
To see this story visit:
http://www.mypanhandle.com/news/bay-county-firefighters
-raise-awareness-and-money-for-autism/721931921

EMS: Leah Denmark
(Nominated by Patient’s
Family Member).
To see this story visit:
http://www.mypanhandle.com/news/paramedic-comforts-andreassures-patients-family/710183519

www.floridarevenue.com
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We’re so proud of
our EMS award winners!

Bay County Emergency Services

Gulf Coast State College's 57th
Annual Honors Convocation,
held Friday, April 28th:
- Sidney Plitman, part-time EMT
for Bay County EMS: awarded
"Outstanding EMS Student"
- Taylor Justice, full-time EMT
for Bay County EMS: awarded
Public Safety
Congratulations! "Outstanding
Student"

www.floridarevenue.com

We welcome

Timothy Daniel
to our family!
Our newest sweetie has
public safety in his blood!
Congratulations to
Telecommunicator
Tiffany Pippin.
Her husband, Steve,
works for
Panama City Fire !

It's a boy and we
are over the moon!
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Thanks to Springfield Elementary for
inviting us to speak at Career Day!

Bay County Emergency Services

EMS: Paul Kotula

The kiddos learned about smoke detectors
from our Fire Inspector, disaster kits
from Emergency Management, and emergency
medical care from EMS.
If you would like to have us address your group
or participate in an event, call us at
850.248.6040.
Fire Inspector: Cory Welch

EM: Brooke Powell

It is a privilege to honor our veterans.
May 15-22 was this year's Warrior Beach
Retreat. The Retreat offers combat veterans a
variety of events during their week-long
stay. EMS Medic Casey Cater
and BCFR Firefighter/EMT Josh
Crundwell pr ovided medical suppor t (and
played deckhands) on a deep-sea fishing trip.
For more information about the
Warrior Beach Retreat, go to
http://warriorbeachretreat.org/
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Over

the past few weeks, BCFR fire personnel SAND HILLS FIRE STATION STAFFED
attended Traffic Incident Management training.

WITH CAREER PERSONNEL

Panama City, FL – For the first time in the history of Bay
County Fire Rescue, the Sand Hills Fire Station located
on State Road 77 is now staffed with full-time, career fire
personnel. Thanks to a federal Staffing for Adequate Fire
& Emergency Response (SAFER) grant two firefighters
each shift, including a licensed paramedic, will be
available to respond to emergencies.

“And
sometimes
we play with
toy cars . . .”
Three injury crashes occur every
minute in the United States, putting nearly 39,000
incident responders potentially in harm's way every
day. Congestion from these incidents often generates
secondary crashes, further increasing traveler delay
and frustration. The longer incident responders remain
at the scene, the greater the risk they, and the traveling
public, face.

Similar to a previous SAFER grant that initially staffed the
Youngstown Fire Station, this grant fully funds career fire
personnel at the station for two years until the Bay
County Fire Rescue Service can better afford their
salaries and benefits.
The SAFER program is designed specifically for
understaffed rural fire districts that depend almost
exclusively on volunteers. The program has proven
successful across the country in saving lives through
reduced response times to fires and medical
emergencies in rural areas. While the National Fire
Protection Administration (NFPA) recommends four fire
personnel on an initial responding engine whenever
possible, the SAFER program helps rural communities
get started toward that goal.

Retired FHP Trooper Eddie Johnson facilitated the
training.
"I firmly believe that your efforts in sponsoring this
training will make a major difference in
their practices that will safeguard them and
motorists, open lanes quickly, and prevent
secondary incidents," said Johnson.
EMS will complete the training in August.
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“We are grateful for the hard work of our county
commissioners to place an initial level of career
emergency service employees in previously underserved
rural areas of our county,” Bay County Chief of
Emergency Services Mark Bowen said. “This program
saves lives and property.”

Bay County
Emergency Services
Bay County Currents

Purchasing Department
The Bay County Purchasing Department is a member of the Central Gulf Coast Chapter of the
National Institute for Public Procurement (NIGP). On May 4th and 5th, our chapter held classes
and a Reverse Trade Show.

The trade show is an event that allows registered suppliers,

consultants and contactors, etc. the opportunity to meet with individual Purchasing Professionals
from many government agencies one at a time.
Events, such as this are a valuable asset to vendors, chapter members and agencies. Vendors are
provided the opportunity to discover how to do business with local governments. Chapter
Members are provided training with the funds raised from this event. Local government agencies
are provided the opportunity to meet new vendors which results in savings for the county.
A fun time was had by all!
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RISK MANAGEMENT

Staff at the Bay County
Public Library participated in
Red Nose Day on May 25th.
Here is Ann Howard and
Pat Knox dur ing
Red Nose Day at the
Circulation Desk.

See Page 5 For Details!!!
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During the Commission Meeting on
May 2, 2017 Eve Tooley, Risk
Management Director was presented
with a Meritorious Service Award for
implementing Healthiest You, a 24/7
telemedicine program for all employees
and dependents covered under our FL
Blue health insurance plan. In just the
first year alone, use of Healthiest You
saved the County over $232,000
because Healthiest You patient visits do
not pass through our health insurance
claims, which helped hold down our
renewal rates.
Congratulations Eve! Your innovative
thinking and hard work have truly
benefited Bay County employees!

Bay County Currents

Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

School is out for summer and we need to
remind drivers and parents about the importance of
keeping children safe throughout the summer
months.
Drivers should be extra cautious in looking for child
pedestrians and bicyclists during the
summer.
Tips for Drivers:
· Be alert, especially in residential
areas.
· Expect the unexpected. Children may
cross the street at the wrong place
or suddenly run or ride in front of
you.
· Obey all laws. Slow down if there are
children along the road or crossing the street.
Come to a full stop at intersections.
· Be predictable. Don’t make sudden maneuvers that
others, particularly children on foot or on a
bicycle, are not expecting.
· Double check behind you and around you when
backing out of a driveway or parking space.
· Don’t be distracted. Put down the coffee, put down
the cell phone, and put both hands on the wheel.
Avoid distractions within your vehicle, including

loud music.
· Yield the right of way to pedestrians. It isn’t just
courteous, it’s the law.
Parents can help by reminding their children about
staying safe on the roads.
Tips for Parents:
· Focus on the basics. Teach your
children to make eye contact with the
driver before they cross, even if the
walk signal is on.
· Remind them to walk, don’t run
across the road and;
· To stop, look and listen before
crossing the street.
· Teach your children to cross at
intersections that have a marked crosswalk or a
pedestrian crossing light.
· Teach children to watch out for cars that are
backing up.
· When walking with your child, avoid unnecessary
shortcuts like walking through a parking lot.
Drivers may not see children between parked cars
and the children may not see the cars moving.
· Remind children not to play in or around vehicles.
Source- Space Coast TPO

Stephanie Davis
and Jeff Yates
of
Builders Services
promoting
Building Safety Month.
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Bay County Builders Services
Prepare your home for severe weather
June 1, 2017 mar ks the fir st day of Hur r icane Season and time
to prepare your home for possible severe weather that could include
wind damage, flooding and tornados. Your home is your largest

investment so protecting it from a
natural disaster like a hurricane.
Inspect your home starting with the
roof because this is the largest
potential opening on your home. You
want to make sure that all the shingles
are secure and none are cracked or
missing. Your safety is the most
important thing so if you do not feel
comfortable or safe getting on your
roof, call a licensed Roofing
Company to come to your house and
inspect the roof…Do not put yourself
in an unsafe situation.
 Anchor / secure carports, porches
or any structure that is attached to
your home because wind can get
underneath an open structure like this
and tear a hole in your house. Tie
down any sheds and garages that you
have as well.
 Make sure you have adequate window protection for your home
and replace any shutters or plywood that may need to be
replaced.
 Move items in your yard that could possibly become projectiles
and cause damage to your home or injury to you and your family.
 Trim the trees and cut any dead limbs and branches throughout
your yard to protect your home, sheds, cars, etc.. from damage.
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Patrick R. Pitts

Vanessa J. Phillips

Craig A. Stovall

Morgan O. Cronk

Billy J. Hall

Cory D. Parsons

Anne J. Cyr

James J. Boyer

Morgan Cronk - Fire Services

Leroy D. Goodman

Terrell W. Kent

Hunter Retherford - Em Services

Brooke A. Powell

Ann N. Howard

Amanda Bailey - Animal Control
Lonney Johnson - Animal Control

Joleen Long - Panama City Bch Library
Devin Taylor - Em Services

Adam P. Yohn

Jennifer M. Lister

Samantha R. Hudson

Justin B. Barron

Nicole Samuels - Animal Control

Connor F. Montfort

Bobby K. Gibbs

Steven Carter - Animal Control

Kyle A. Miller

Adam B. Bass

Kevin H. Kent

Jacob Palma

Judy A. Poston

Matthew P. Bus

Kyle E. Starling

Jeremy K. Brooks

Sherry L. Hatton

Riqui E. Lyon

James L. Lundeen

Khelsea R. Rantanen

Richard K. Poutre'

Brenda S. Reed

5 Southern, James W.

Fire Services

Kevin W. Branch

Damon S. McCardle

5 Sellers, Wendi W.

Purchasing Division

Emory B. Pitts

Tabitha L. Kimball

5 Roberson, Steven C. Roads & Bridges

Joseph M. Holden

Dale E. Fendley

10 Bonebright, Dolores

Bay County Library

Donald E. Hamm

Tommy E. Hamm

10 Cockrell, Cheryl A.

County Attorney

Jay M. Tate

Carolyn F. Pitts

10 Connor, Christopher

EMS Division

Doreen J. Hicks

Denise E. Eberhart-Kaiser

10 Seigler, Colleen A.

EMS Division

10 Wise, Darrel S.

Fire Services

Timothy M. Cheatham

Willard B. Price

10 Duncan, Jeffrey C.

Roads & Bridges

Gina L. Jones

Trevor D. Noble

15 Page, Daniel E.

EMS

Brian W. Bloomfield

Heather Ogilvie

15 Steele, John M.

Roads & Bridges

Amy M. Miller

Katherine E. Swanson

15 Vinson, James Adam Roads & Bridges

Jay Hunt - Fire Services

Timothy Frederickson - Roads & Bridges

5 Miller, Michael A.

Facilities Mgmt

5 Boyd, David M.

Fire Services

5 Eubanks, Woodford C. Fire Services
5 Gothard, Matthew R. Fire Services
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2017 Camps and Workshops

Submitted by: Paula Davis,
Ed.D., 4-H UF/IFAS
Extension Bay County

Summer is fast approaching and the 4-H Summer Camps are a great way to spend some
of that time! We have two camps this summer – the residential camp and a Tailgate
Grilling Workshop.
Our local residential summer camp will
be June 26-30th at Camp Timpoochee.
Camp Timpoochee is a picturesque
camping complex nestled on the shore
of the Choctawhatchee Bay. Youth at
camp will experience kayaking,
snorkeling and other wonderful marine
experiences. For more information go
to http://bay.ifas.ufl.edu/4-h/4-h-camptimpoochee/.
In addition to the typical camping activities, Bay County received a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) at Camp Grant, which is part of a national effort
of HughesNet® and National 4-H Council to spark youth interest in STEM topics. Florida was
one of four states selected to receive a Summer
Camp STEM grant. The other states include Illinois,
Maine, and Virginia. This is the third consecutive
year that HughesNet has supported STEM at Camp
programs and the first year that Florida has been a
recipient of this funding.
Dr. Michael Gutter, Florida 4-H State Program
Leader said “We are grateful for the partnership with
a technology leader like HughesNet® to get more
kids interested in how STEM affects our lives and
has great career paths. Camp is a fun way to learn
about STEM and a great way for youth to spend part of their summers.” The grant will allow
youth to have more robotics and stem experiences while at camp.
National 4-H Council and HughesNet® are dedicated to sparking youth interest in STEM topics
through hands-on, community-based STEM learning. In addition to STEM at Camp,
HughesNet® works with National 4-H Council to support STEM programs such as the 4-H
Youth in Action STEM Pillar award, National Engineering Week and National Youth Science
Day – the world’s largest youth-led STEM challenge which will be in October.
 Age 8-13(must have turned 8 by September 1, 2016).
 $275 for week long overnight residential program. Transportation, T-shirt, food and lodging
are provided (limited number of scholarships available).
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We also have a Tailgate Grilling Workshop (5

2017 Camps and Workshops… cont. days) to teach youth about gr illing and food
safety. June 5th – 9th from 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM
the cost is $50 for youth. Youth will learn to grill proteins, how to season and grill food like a
pro, including food safety considerations. Intermediate youth (ages 11 and up, as of September 1,
2016) may compete at the District and State contests for cash prizes and college
scholarships! Wear closed-toed shoes and hair pulled back each day. This will be held at the
local 4-H office. For more information go to http://bay.ifas.ufl.edu/4-h/summer-workshops/.

Class Details:
Youth will learn the art and science of safely
preparing beef, pork, poultry, and seafood
in an outdoor setting.
This activity will provide 4-H youth with life skills,
like Grilling, Protein selection,
and Food Safety.
Class time 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Cost $50
Age: 11-18 as of Sept 1, 2016

 Youth maybe dropped off anytime after
12 and be picked up by 5:30
 Participants that place as the top
tailgater in each protein category will
advance to the district competition Saturday, July 22, 2017 – 8:00 a.m.
Washington County Agricultural Center,
1424 Jackson Ave. Chipley, FL 32428

SPONSORED BY: Winn Dixie Supermarkets,
National Beef, Sanderson Farms and Sonny’s BBQs

For more information go to http://bay.ifas.ufl.edu or contact the UF/IFAS Extension Bay County Office at (850)
784-6105. An Equal Opportunity Institution. University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS) Extension, Nick T. Place, Dean.
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Paige Poston (Animal Control)
Married Jacob Williamson
on 4/15/17.
She is the daughter of
Judy Poston (Utilities).

My Mom is moving to Tennessee and downsizing. These items won’t fit into her home.
Both Bed sets are 5 piece FULL SIZE, no mattresses. She is asking $125.00/each set.
The entertainment center is $75.00, and the corner pieces are 2 for $25.00 or 1 at $15.00/ea.
My phone number is 850-348-6052 and leave a message.
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Parks & Recreation (Baby) Division
Donna & Joel Jackson (Parks & Rec) Welcomed ...

Joel Bryson Bell

Lorna Reign Sasser

st

st

1 grandson on 03/04/17.
He weighed 7lbs & was 20”.

1 granddaughter on 05/20/17.
She weighed 6lbs 8ozs & is 19”.

Adley Reign Thomas

Daughter of Amber &
Derick Thomas
(Parks & Rec)
Born on 05/08/17.
6lbs & was 20”.
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Diamond Wedding Ring
w/diamond band
14K White Gold
Round Brilliant .51 carat
Color: D, Clarity: SI1
Retail value is $1653.00
WGC report included.
Size 5.25
If interested, contact Vickie @
x8280 or cell 814-7077.
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(Limited time offer - applies to BOCC Employees Only)
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