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What is an Open-Admission Shelter?
The unwanted pet overpopulation problem in our country is tragic.
Hundreds of organizations are working toward a common goal: to reduce the number
of unwanted pets through education, adoption and spay/neuter programs. Each year in
this country millions of animals are euthanized because owners allow their pets to
reproduce. They then find themselves with litters of animals that they don’t want and
can’t care for.
There are also times when owners find themselves
in unexpected situations that force them to
surrender their companion. Because we recognize
these things can happen, we are grateful when
individuals choose to give their animal or a stray
animal a chance by bringing it to the Bay County
Shelter rather than letting it loose in a park,
dumping it on the side of a highway or disposing of
the animal in some other inhumane way.
The Bay County Animal Shelter is an openadmission shelter. Simply stated “open admission”
means, although we may not be able to place the
pet for adoption, we never turn
away an animal in need. We
offer assistance to every
animal that comes to our door.
Because there are so many
animals without homes, many
with severe health and
behavior issues, sometimes
our only option may be humane
euthanasia…but rest assured
we do everything we can to
place our animals in loving,
permanent homes.
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Bay County Animal Control … continued
In 2016 the Bay County Animal Shelter took in 5,129 animals. 67% of the animals we
received found homes, were returned to their owners, went to rescue groups for
rehabilitation or were adopted thru our Pet Partnerships. We continually look at new
programs to find options for the animals in our care and are proud of the success our
adoption center has had in placing pets. We always hope to see a reduction in the
number of animals that need our assistance, but until then we will continue to provide
shelter and find homes for unwanted dogs, cats, puppies and kittens.
If you care about the welfare of unwanted and mistreated animals in our community.
Please help them by committing to the following:
 Make the choice to adopt from a shelter rather than buying a pet. Have your
companion animal spayed or neutered; it is the only way to win this battle.
 Encourage everyone you know to do the same.
Be an advocate for the animals; share your knowledge. Make a difference.
Thank you from all of us at the Bay County Animal Shelter.

Bob Majka and Ken Schnell
will be hosting Coffee Chat on
Thursday, the 16th of March
at 7:00 a.m. in the
Roads and Bridges
Crew Assembly Area.
This gathering is open to all county
departments and employees. It’s a great
opportunity to share ideas and give your
input to Bob and Ken.

The coffee and donuts are on us!
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Bay County Administration
Results of Employee Satisfaction Survey
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the employees of Bay County BOCC for their
participation in our recent EMPLOYEE SATISFACTION SURVEY. I am very pleased to share with
you an overall Employee Satisfaction Rating of 75%! Bay County BOCC ranks above the
average organization when compared to other national employee satisfaction surveys.
It is important to learn about our strengths and weaknesses at all levels of the
organization. The survey results were compiled into five key categories and our strengths
and weaknesses are identified as anything rated above or below the overall satisfaction rating
of 75%.

The highest positive feedback is related to employees’ Work Environment, Career
Development, Employee Engagement, and Employee Relationships with Management. Over
90% of the respondents are happy in their current positions, feel safe at work and believe in
the good work they’re doing for the citizens of Bay County. While the survey results show that
we have a healthy organization, it also identifies areas that could be improved upon. For
example, the survey identifies an opportunity to improve employee/manager relationships,
compensation, and employee engagement. The survey details will be shared with
department heads and we will work as an organization to strengthen those areas where we
are weak while maintaining those areas where we are strong.
Again, thank you for your valued participation. Your input is greatly appreciated and helps us
continue to move in a positive and innovative direction.

Bob Majka, County Manager
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Bay County is still mourning the loss of one of its
own. Richard “Doug” Robinson passed away on
February 16, 2017. He will be missed by his fellow
coworkers and everyone who knew him.
Our prayers go out to his wife, Linda, and their two
sons, Bryan and Joseph, and the rest of his family.
Those desiring, may make a donation to the Youth
Fund at Cedar Grove Baptist Church in memory of
Richard Douglas Robinson.
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Bay County Emergency Services
Firefighter, Tim Howard was
featured on WMBB News 13’s
HONOR THE BADGE segment.
To see this story visit:
http://www.mypanhandle.com/news/local-news/firefighter-makessmall-purchase-and-big-difference/652886485
Gracelynn Renee Starling Born February
15th
6lbs 0.9 oz.
Dad, Kyle Starling with
Bay County Communications,
Mom, Jessica Starling and Big Brother
Samuel
Congratulations!!!

Panama City and Bay County Recognized as
2017 Healthy Weight Community Champions
We are extremely proud of our partners, the City of Panama
City and Bay County who made the elite list of Healthy Weight
Community Champions for 2017. This is the fourth year the
City of Panama City has achieved this recognition. 2017 also
marks the first time that Bay County has received the award.
We will be setting a date and time to be announced soon to
present both with this well-deserved honor.
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Bay County
Emergency
Services
Community POD Training
(Point Of Dispensing)
If a serious medical condition were to suddenly
affect many people, such as in the case of an
outbreak of pandemic flu or anthrax exposure, it
may be necessary to give out medications to a
large number of people quickly.
On February 7, 2017, Florida Department of
Health, Bay County Emergency Services, Bay
County
Fire
Rescue,
Holmes
County
Emergency
Management,
U.S.
Marshal
Service, and Hiland Park Baptist Church
participated in a POD exercise to practice
dispensing
medications
after
a
terrorism exposure.
A Point of Dispensing (POD) site is a federally
instituted best practice model designed to
provide medications, vaccines, or medical
supplies to a large community of healthy people
during a health emergency. POD sites are
activated in order to provide medication and/or
medical supplies to the healthy community prior
to the onset of illness in order to decrease
illness and prevent death.
Chief of Emergency Management Joby Smith
says the exercise was meant to not only test the
ability to provide medications during a health
emergency but to build critical partnerships.
“The fact that we had a faith-based
organization step up and lend their staff and
facility is a credit to Hiland Park Baptist
Church’s commitment to their congregation and
this community,” said Smith. “Obviously, we
hope the need never arises for them to use this
training but after this exercise we are confident
that we can call on them in any type of
emergency.”
POD sites are locations that are both familiar
and easily accessible to the community (i.e.
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schools, community centers,
churches, etc.) and are designed to serve as a
place for the public to come and receive their
medications, vaccines and medical supplies.
The ultimate goal of a POD is to quickly provide
these items to a large number of people in a
short period of time.
We appreciate Hiland Park for offering their
facility and staff for this important exercise.
FDOH and Emergency Services plans to
partner with other churches and community
organizations to develop and exercise
additional POD locations.

Bay County Currents
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Bay County Emergency Services
Technicians, so we have a lot to share when it
comes to STEM!

On February 14, 2017, a unique group of
youngsters visited the Emergency Operations
Center. As part of the "STEM" curriculum, several
students from Rising Leaders Academy witnessed
how the EOC incorporates what they learn in the
classroom into public safety.

Firefighters talked about the gallons per minute
and pressure per square inch (math) that can be
released from a fire hose, discussed special foam
for absorbing heat from fires (science), the design
of a firetruck (engineering) and HazMat equipment
(technology).

Rising Leaders Academy focuses heavily on
Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics. STEM education seeks to create
21st century learning skills for students.

GCSC and the EOC will be hosting North
Bay Haven's STEM students on March 9, 2017.

Students toured the Gulf Coast State College
Public Safety Facility. GCSC staff members gave
overviews of the unique programs they offer
including EMT, Paramedic, Fire Sciences,
Corrections, and Law Enforcement.
Afterwards, they met with Emergency Services'
staff who demonstrated how STEM practices work
in the field.
"GCSC's unique partnership with Bay County
Emergency Services allows us to show local
students career paths they may not have
considered," said Greg May, Director of Public
Safety. "These students come here with no idea
that firefighting is a science or that responding to
an emergency requires high-level training."

Greg May and Scott Warner

Students toured the Incident Command Center. A
variety of mapping and disaster response
applications were demonstrated. Students learned
how Emergency Managers can respond to and
recover from disasters virtually, using our online
platform WebEOC.
This was followed by a Fire and HazMat detail.
Ask any firefighter and they will tell you that a lot of
learning and training goes into their field. Bay
County Firefighters are also Hazardous Materials
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Bay County
Emergency Services

Lt. Jerrad Hiers and Firefighter Josh Crane
participated in classroom and hands on training that
taught how to identify alternate water supplies such
as ponds or lakes and effectively shuttle the water via
tanker trucks to a residence.
One of BCFR’s goals is to identify areas in the
unincorporated County that do not currently have
hydrants and actively train to meet the requirements
of the Insurance Services Organization (ISO) to
deliver the required amount of water in hopes to
eventually lower insurance rates for residents who
are within 5 road miles of a fire station.
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Rural Water Supply Class

On February 18-19, 2017, members from Bay County
Fire Rescue attended a Rural Water Supply Class
sponsored by the Baldwin (AL) County Fire Chiefs’
Association. The course was held over two days in
Fairhope, Alabama.
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Dr. Ginger Bryant, Fellowship trained
Orthopedic Trauma Surgeon, gave an
interactive presentation on traumatic
field injuries involving the pelvis, joint
dislocations
and
traumatic
amputations.
She discussed the
holistic, integrated team approach
from
field assessment and care,
treatment
through
Emergency
Department and finally into the surgical
suite.
Dr. Scott, Chief of Emergency Services
at BMC, is also a former Paramedic
from the early 1980s with 3 combat
tours as an Army Physician. Dr. Scott
led a “Reverse Jeopardy” discussion of
the history of EMS, Trauma, Stroke
and
Cardiac
assessment
and
treatment.

ADVANCED EMS TRAINING

Bay County
Emergency Services

Capt. Welch gave a presentation on “Mission
Resiliency”, as part of our ongoing Critical
Incident Stress Management incentive, with an
interactive discussion on “cognitive rethinking”, how to look at life’s stressors in a
different perspective.

Capt. Jones and Lt. Page trained on advanced
airway management.
Capt. Jones and Capt. Welch provided
Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS)
refresher training for the department’s
paramedics .

mergency Management Division Chief Joby Smith recently completed training for
emergency managers and decision-makers from the U.S. Gulf Coast at the National
Hurricane Center in Miami, FL. This week-long course is held twice a year at the National
Hurricane Center with 1 Gulf Coast focused offering and 1 East Coast offering. This is a popular
course and very hard to get into with only 6 spots available for the State of Florida to fill.
The “Hurricane Preparedness Course for Decision Makers” specializes in building the
capacity of the Emergency
Manager to understand hurricanes
and to help them make effective
protective action decisions during a
threat. Students received hands
on instruction from specialists at
the National Hurricane Center and
were provided intensive instruction
on all aspects of tropical forecasts
and products along with local
National Weather Service forecast
office products.
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Bay County Mosquito Control
4800 Fire Tower Road Panama City, Florida 32404

STOP RAISING MOSQUITOS IN YOUR YARD!!
It’s a fact – Mosquitos need water in which to develop. Take an active role in reducing your exposure to
mosquitos and their viruses. Use this checklist to inspect your yard at least two times a week, too
prevent breeding sites.
 Dispose of unused containers that collect water in
your yard, such as old buckets, cans, bottles or
jars.
 Repair leaky pipes and outside faucets, and keep
drains and gutters unclogged so that water does
not collect in these areas.
 Check and change the water in bird baths and pet
watering dishes often, to get rid of mosquito eggs
and larvae.
 Turn wheelbarrows, tubs, children’s wading pools
and boats upside down or store them under cover
when not in use.
 Keep weeds, vines and grass trimmed since
mosquitoes use these shady areas as reasting
places during hot daylight hours.
 Fill tree holes with sand or mortar so that water
does not collect in them.
 Properly discard unused tires, make holes in them
or store them in a covered area so that water can’t
collect in them.
 Change water in vases and flower pots weekly.

Remember the 5 D’s:
Drain (any standing water needs
to be drained to keep from
breeding)
Dusk (if you can avoid being out
at this time, this is when they are
most active)
Dawn (same as Dusk)
Deet (an effective ingredient to
look for in insect repellents)
Dress (if possible during dawn &
dusk wear long sleeves & pants)

We spray 25 districts of the County every 7 to 10 working days, weather permitting.
If you have any questions regarding mosquitoes or a problem and need a service technician
to come and check your property or even to just check the status of the spray route please contact us at:
Phone Number (850) 248-8720 Email: Mosquitos@baycountyfl.gov

12

Bay County Currents

Bay County Emergency Services
On February 10 , 2017, the Emergency Operations Center hosted
the kindergarten class from University Academy.
A total of 90 students and 20 adults toured the facility. On the
itinerary was a demonstration of the 911 Dispatch Center, a fire
truck and gear display, an ambulance and EMS display, a display
of the Sheriff’s helicopter, and story-time.
The Florida Standards for kindergarteners requires them to learn
to “Identify members of the school and community that support
personal health practices and behaviors” and to "Identify the
appropriate responses to unwanted and threatening situations."
The children learned how to stock their emergency kits, what to do
in case of severe weather, where to go to get an emergency plan,
and the proper use of the 9-1-1 system.
"Our Kindergarteners, while small in size, truly enjoyed
the big learning that took place," said Kelly Forehand, University
Academy Kindergarten Teacher. " Thank you again for the most
amazing field trip ever!"
“I am an advocate of introducing students to emergency
preparedness at a young age,” said Mark Bowen, Chief
It doesn't get any better than that..
of Emergency Services. “We are fortunate to have a
facility where we can teach kids important skills in a fun,
hands-on environment.”
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*The VSP employee has
to call TruHeating
FIRST and let them
schedule the
appointment or they will
NOT get the discount.
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Bay County
Emergency Services

Captain Billy Writch
Is Honored
First Responder Of The Year 2017

Bay County Emergency Service’s staff members Joby Smith and Scott Warner both recently
attended and graduated from The 6th Annual Florida Emergency Preparedness Association’s
(FEPA) County Emergency Program Director/Key Staff training course held during the FEPA Annual
Meeting in Orlando, FL. This course is a FEPA developed Florida specific training that covers
information ranging from the history of emergency management to funding and “blue skies”
emergency management responsibilities.
Emergency Management Division Chief Joby Smith was also awarded his Florida Professional
Emergency Manager (FPEM) certification at the FEPA Annual Meeting. This certification, valid for 5
years, recognizes devoted experienced Emergency Managers who possess advanced and diverse
knowledge, skills, and abilities to perform effectively within a comprehensive Emergency
Management program.
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Robert E. Zierden

Andrew R. Herout

Henry S. Rokosz

Coy H. Robinson

James W. Southern

Carolyn D. Emerson

Pamela R. Whitfield

James H. Dunham

Makayla Wilkerson - PCBCH Library
Jessica Nicholson - PCBCH Library
Sandra Burkett - County Mgrs. Office

Daniel D. Massoni

Magnum A. Coker

Winston E. Russ

Bruce A. Kuttner

Mona L. Johnson

Douglas T. Jones

Braeden Cooper - EMS

Jerrad M. Hiers

Megan A. Lavery

Jay Tate - Roads & Bridges

Lawrence Jackson

Hunter A. Clackler

Ann Howard - Bay County Library

John A. Mankowski

Sheila J. Faries

Henry Rokosz - Roads & Bridges

Lemuel A. Smith

Richard C. Taylor

Robert Stephens - EMS

Chelsea L. Berube

Billy W. Terry

Austin M. Williams

Ruby G. Johnston

Andrea E. Marquez

Doug L. Williams

Mark T. McWaters

Sonya G. Bird
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Hardin, Brian G.

John R. Bland

Albert Bock
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Terry, Billy W.

Kathryn E. Johnston

Harold G. Ford

Joel M. Welch

Jose A. Raplee

Elton Collins - Landfill
Tommy Jordan - Roads & Bridges

10 Banks, Donald J.
10 Collier, Benjamin M.
10 Kopacz, Eugene W.

Sharon E. Cook

Dana A. Wadsworth

Stephen A. Hobbs

Aleysia C. Santiago

10 Cole, Donna A.

Christopher Fritze

Ginger A. Veal

10 Sale, Valerie L.

Dustin P. Marsden

Victoria E. Butler

10 O'Neal, Michael A.

William H. Morrison

Kenneth Knowles

10 Whiters, Steven D.

10 Ware, Robert L.
15 Hauck, Natalie

Joseph J. Roberts

Raymond D. Nolind

Johnathon Clemons

Jeffrey C. Duncan

15 Weis, Michael J.
25 Dunham, James H.
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Communicating with Parents about Finances
If you are like most of us, a
discussion about money and
inheritance does not always come
easy and most adult children do
not know much about their
parents’ financial situation. No
matter how old or young we are,
discussing healthcare, disability,
death and finances with family
members now is a good idea
especially while one is in good
health.

Avoiding the discussion only
makes it worse and limits your
options. Although this is not an
easy topic to discuss, having a
plan or strategy can make things
much easier. In addition, you will
know what to do. Advance
planning gives you peace of mind
and could save time and money.
Decision-making during a crisis
limits your options and
choices…..a parent may not be
able to communicate wishes,
children may not know parents’
wishes or have access to financial
accounts, healthcare providers

may not be allowed to discuss
specifics with family, or decisions
may cause dissension among
family members.
Why do conversations about
money matter? An estate attorney
said one of his clients had told her
son that he could receive the
family’s grandfather clock but she
had also promised the same clock
to the daughter. After the mother
died, the son proceeded to haul the
clock out of the house. When the
daughter saw the sibling doing
this, the siblings ended up in a
fistfight, breaking the clock and
not speaking for several years.
Children get involved in their
parents’ finances when there is
chronic illness, when parents are
unwilling or unable to manage
their finances, if they have
dementia or are victims of fraud,
or if parents die. Nevertheless,

when should children become
involved in their parents’
finances? Opportunities to discuss
their finances can happen during a

For additional information, visit these websites
http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/pdf/8380.pdf,
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fy538
or contact Dr. Moore at (850) 784-6105.
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visit, when reading publications or
attending seminars, and/or visits
with financial and legal
professionals. The death of a
friend or relative can also lead to a
family discussion on the
importance of estate planning.

When talking about inheritance, be
clear about your own motives for
raising the issue. Respect the fact
that others may not be ready or
able to face their own or another’s
death. Remember that listening is
an important part of
communication. Ask the “what if”
type questions. Look for natural
opportunities to talk about this
topic. Keep in mind that others
may have different feelings and
opinions. When another family
member raises the issue, be willing
to listen and talk. Adult children
are just as likely to refuse to talk
as parents or in-laws.
So, take the time now to
communicate with family
members about finances as it will
make life easier.

An Equal Opportunity Institution. University of
Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS) Extension, Nick T. Place, Dean.
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New Scientist in Residence Grant

building robots. After training, participants will teach STEM
classes for students ages 10-14. The grant funded the
purchase of 3D printers, which will be available for public
use in selected NWRLS locations starting in August 2017.
The Bay County Scientist in Residence project website,
http://www.nwrls.com/STEM_at_NWRLS.html, is
continually updated with the lesson plans, videos, and
additional resources as the project progresses. The project
has been funded under the provisions of the Library
Services and Technology Act, from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services, administered by the Florida
Department of State's Division of Library and Information
Services.

The Northwest Regional Library System has received grant
funding for the Bay County Scientist in Residence
Project which will prepare librarians and educators in the
Panhandle to teach intermediate and advanced Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) classes in their
communities. NWRLS staff from Bay, Gulf and Liberty
counties are participating in the training as well as librarians
and educators from surrounding Panhandle counties. Our
Scientist in Residence, Jason Scott, is an experienced
mechanical engineer who will be providing instruction on Session 1: Training with our Scientist in Residence on 3d printing
how to use 3D Printers, Arduino micro-controllers, and
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