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It’s that time of year again! The Mosquitoes have
started their “Season” and we would like to heighten the
awareness of what you can do to help keep the population
down and to prevent breeding grounds. REMEMBER: Most
mosquitoes do not travel far from their breeding/hatching
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backyard! Please take a moment and check your area for
any of the following:
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-Tires lying around the property.
-Clogged rain gutters.
-Bird baths or animal dishes.
-Abandoned pools.

-Flower pots with retention plates under them.
-Tarp covering equipment or lumber in the yard.
-Tire swing or children’s toys.
-Ruts or holes in the yard.

Also remember the “5 D’s” for prevention and protection:

Dusk and Dawn: Avoid being outdoors when mosquitoes are most active.
Dress: Wear clothing that covers your skin.
DEET: When the potential exists for exposure to mosquitoes, use repellents containing DEET.
Always read the manufacturer’s directions carefully before you put on a repellent.
Drainage: Check your home to rid it of standing water in which mosquitoes can lay their
eggs.
Bay County Mosquito Control has 3 day time Larvacide Techs and 6 night time
Spray Truck Adulticide Techs who service the 25 districts of the county (except for Tyndall Air
Force Base and Panama City Beach). We also have 2 Source Reduction Techs who clean out
ditches and keep the water flowing and 1 Lab Tech who traps and identifies which of the 42
different species of mosquito we are dealing with.
We have just added the “KUBOTA” to our fleet to help spray around schools,
parks, sports complexes and tight areas.
This little guy is able to get into places the
spray truck can’t, and to also spray larger
areas that the Larvacide techs can’t accomplish with the manual hand fogger. So,
when you visit the parks, and you see a sign
stating: “NOTICE – MOSQUITO SPRAYING
IN THIS PARK TONIGHT”, look for our newest helper. We are trying to keep you comfortable, healthy and mosquito free!
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County Manager’s Corner
I know many employees are concerned that future decisions regarding the county’s
health care benefit package will end up costing them money, with extra worry targeted toward the level of deductible and how it affects the ability to utilize a health savings account. I can tell you we are concerned too, and that is reason Terri Pierce has
been traveling to various departments to speak with folks about these issues. As it
stands now, we are STILL trying to get health care experts to confirm whether a high
deductible plan can be married to an HSA and clinic operation. No matter where
your political philosophies may lie, there is little question that the Affordable Care Act
is an extremely confusing and bewildering law to interpret. We have literally
checked in with some of the leading health care experts in the country to get an accurate ruling on this situation and will continue to pin it down as soon as possible. However, I can tell you one thing: we are hearing you loud and clear about the high deductible issue and are committed to providing a health plan that is beneficial and not
punitive to our employees. Terri is the lead on this project and if you have ideas or
concerns or questions give her a call at 248-8277 or let your supervisor know what
you are thinking and we will go from there. Thanks for all you do for Bay County!
Ed Smith
County Manager, Bay County
850-248-8145
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St. Joe Company Proposal to Include New Residential Area, Village, and a Town Center

Bay County has recently received a proposed amendment from the St. Joe Company to the
West Bay Area Sector Plan that adds approximately 32,900 acres of St. Joe-owned property
in Bay County west of the West Bay Area Sector Plan and 13,000 acres in Walton County. The plan proposes to retitle the existing Sector Plan as the Bay-Walton Sector Plan. The
Plan would extend west, generally along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, to the Choctawhatchee Bay, for a total area of approximately 110,000 acres. The plan would replace the
currently approved Sector Plan and West Bay Detailed Specific Area Plan in the Bay County
Comprehensive Plan. The new plan focuses on new residential, village, and town center development. It proposes to have 40% to 60% of the total units to be age restricted (occupied
by someone who is 55 years or older). These new developments are proposed to be connected with an extensive system of trails run from County Road 30A in Walton County to SR
79 in Bay County. The proposed West Bay Parkway connecting Northwest Florida Beach International Airport and CR 388 to Walton County is also a key component of the plan. Once
Bay County planning staff is comfortable with a proposed draft of the plan – numerous public
workshops and public hearings will take place.
A full copy (it is large – 600+ pages) is available in the Planning and Zoning office for review. It will also be available to review online at the Bay County Planning and Zoning
webpage and on the Bay County PlanShare (BAY-ENG) share drive in the folder titled “Bay
Walton Sector Plan”.
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Have a question
for the
Northwest Regional Library System?
Ask Dewey!
Dear Dewey
.
Dear Dewey is designed to help information flow to and from your Library.
If you have library or information access questions, just Ask Dewey!
Send your Dear Dewey questions to: referencedesk@nwrls.com
Put Dear Dewey in the Subject Line and Dewey will respond!
Dear Dewey,
I am a local property owner and I need to get some legal rental forms. Can the Library help?
–Mr. P.
Dear Mr. P.,

You betcha! You can get those forms from the Bay County Law Library. The Law Library is located in the Bay County Public Library and it has all sorts of state, federal, civil and criminal
forms and information. The Law Librarian cannot complete the forms for you or provide legal
advice, but she will be happy to point you in the right direction and get you started. For more
information, call the Law Librarian at 850-522-2121.
Dear Dewey,
My grandkids gave me a tablet for my birthday and told me I could download free E-Books. How
does that work?
–Grateful Grandma
Dear Grateful Grandma,

Kudos to your grandkids! Downloading free E-Books from your tablet is easy. To see what EBooks we have available, go to: http://nwrls.lib.overdrive.com on your tablet.
Once in OverDrive, you can search by author or title, or browse by genre. To check out books
from OverDrive, you need your NWRLS library card number and PIN. Don’t know your PIN?
That’s OK. Just call any of the NWRLS Libraries and we will set/reset a PIN for you.
Want an App for that? OverDrive has one! You can install the free OverDrive Media Console
from the Google Play Store on your tablet.
Detailed directions for checking out books on different devices are available at: http://
help.overdrive.com/#devices. OverDrive also has a great Help Section at http://
help.overdrive.com. Of course, you can call or come by and we will be happy to help too!
Dear Dewey,
I have recently retired and now I have extra time on my hands.
How do I find out about volunteering in the Libraries?
–Retired Ron
Dear Retired Ron,

Congrats on your retirement! We definitely welcome and value our volunteers and we thank you
for wanting to spend some of your time with us. Please contact your local branch library for
more information about volunteer opportunities near you.
Have a Dear Dewey Question? Dewey wants to hear from you!
Simply email Dewey at: referencedesk@nwrls.com
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Charles Whitehead Wewahitchka Public Library
May 2014 Events
Monthly
Mondays
Wee Read Preschoolers
9:30 AM each Monday of the month
Charles Whitehead Wewahitchka Public Library
(850) 639-2419

Images of America Wewahitchka/Beverly Mount-Douds, Author
1st and 3rd Mondays 1-5pm May 5th and May 19th
Bring your stories and photos of Historic Wewahitchka
To The Charles Whitehead Wewahitchka Public Library
Beverly will interview you and scan your pictures
For more info contact Beverly at 850 229-1151 or
The Library at (850) 639-2419

Tuesdays
Youth Craft Class Ages 11 years and up
1st Tuesday of the month May 6th @ 4:00pm
Charles Whitehead Wewahitchka Public Library
(850) 639-2419

After- School Story Hour

Ages K-5th grade (suggested)
Tuesday of the month May 13th @ 3:30 pm
Charles Whitehead Wewahitchka Public Library
(850) 639-2419
2nd

Capital Area Community Action Agency
Energy Assistance Program
Tuesday May 13th and 27th
Call (850) 674-5067 to schedule an appointment
Location: Charles Whitehead Wewahitchka Public Library
(850) 639-2419

Tupelo Festival
Saturday May 17th, 2014 9am – 4pm
The Charles Whitehead Wewahitchka Public Library
Will have a booth set up at the Tupelo Festival
Offering Free Activities and Games for Children along
with Book Drawings
Location: Wewahitchka Lake Alice Park
(850) 639-2419
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Moira, or “Mel” as we know her, who works at the
Café in the Government Complex, and her husband
Bill, who works in the Facilities Dept., recently celebrated their 10th year anniversary by renewing their
vows on April 19th!
Congratulations!

Congratulations to Lawrence Smith for being selected for the EMT of the Year
from Parker VFW Post 8205!
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

“PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP SAFETY FIRST”
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH 2014
May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month, designed to encourage all
drivers and motorcyclists to “share the road” with each other. Motorcyclist fatalities increased in 2012 to 4,957, accounting for 15 percent of
total fatalities for the year. This increase in motorcycle fatalities continues a tragic trend over the last 15 years, which only saw a one-year decline in 2009. Crash-related motorcycle injuries also increased from
81,000 in 2011 to 93,000 in 2012. Safe riding practices and cooperation from all road users will help reduce the number of fatalities and
injuries on our nation’s highways.


Road users should never drive, bike, or walk while distracted. Doing so can result in tragic consequences for everyone on the road,
including motorcyclists.



A motorcyclist has the same rights, privileges, and responsibilities as any other motorist on the roadway.



Allow a motorcyclist a full lane width. Though it may seem as if there is enough room in a single lane for a motor
vehicle and a motorcycle, looks can be deceiving. Do not share the lane: a motorcyclist needs room to maneuver
safely.
 Because motorcycles are smaller than most vehicles, they can be difficult to
see. Their size can also cause other drivers to misjudge their speed and distance.
 Size also counts against motorcycles when it comes to blind spots. Motorcyclists can be easily hidden in a vehicle’s blind spot. Always look for motorcycles by
checking your mirrors and blind spots before switching to another lane of traffic.
 Always signal your intentions before changing lanes or merging with traffic.
This allows motorcyclists to anticipate your movement and find a safe lane position.



Don’t be fooled by a flashing turn signal on a motorcycle—it may not be self-canceling and the motorcyclist may
have forgotten to turn it off. Wait to be sure the rider is going to turn before you proceed.



Allow more distance – three or four seconds – when following a motorcycle; this gives the motorcycle rider more
time to maneuver or stop in an emergency. Motorcycle riders may suddenly need to change speed or adjust lane
position to avoid hazards such as potholes, gravel, wet or slippery surfaces, pavement seams, railroad crossings,
and grooved pavement.
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FACTS ABOUT HELMET USE


Use of DOT-compliant motorcycle helmets decreased to 60 percent in
2012, down from 66 percent in 2011, based on the National Occupant
Protection Use Survey (NOPUS). The decrease was most significant
among motorcycle passengers, decreasing from 64 percent in 2011 to
46 percent in 2012.



Helmet use continued to be significantly higher in States that required
all motorcyclists to be helmeted. Ten times as many unhelmeted riders
died in States without a universal helmet law (1,858 unhelmeted fatalities) as compared to States with such laws (178 unhelmeted fatalities).



In 2011, 60 percent of fatally injured motorcycle riders and 49 percent
of fatally injured motorcycle passengers were not wearing helmets at
the time of the crash.
FACTS ABOUT MOTORCYCLES AND ALCOHOL
 In 2011, the percentage of motorcycle operators who were intoxicated in fatal crashes (27%) was greater than the percentage of intoxicated drivers of passenger cars (23%) and light trucks (22%) in fatal crashes.
 In 2011, 30 percent of all fatally injured motorcycle riders had BAC levels
of .08 or higher.
 Motorcycle riders killed in traffic crashes at night were 3.4 times more likely to
have BAC levels of .08 g/dL or higher than those killed during the day (47% and
14%, respectively).
 Forty-two percent of the 1,997 motorcycle riders who died in single-vehicle
crashes in 2011 had BAC levels of .08 g/dl or higher. Sixty-seven percent of those killed in single-vehicle
crashes on weekend nights had BACs of .08 g/dl or higher.

TIPS FOR MOTORCYCLISTS


Obey all traffic laws and be properly licensed. In 2011, more than one-fifth of motorcycle riders (22%) involved in fatal crashes were riding with invalid licenses at the time of the collision.



Wear a DOT-compliant helmet and use reflective tape and gear to be
more visible. NHTSA estimates helmets saved the lives of 1,617 motorcyclists in 2011.



Never ride while impaired or distracted—it is not worth the risk of killing or injuring yourself or someone else. Plus, a DUI costs $10,000 on
average, and can lead to jail time, loss of your driver’s license, and
higher insurance rates.

Source– BLRSafety
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Service Anniversaries
10 Years
Coy Robinson

Roads & Bridges

15 Years
George Walrond
1 Alvin Edwards, Ed Smith

20 Years

2 Kimberly Barbero, Howard Jones

Dane Matchkus

3 James Dodge, Marcus Vigil, Tony Lama

4 Billy Forrest

Engineering
Roads & Bridges

Welcome Aboard ~ April New Hires!
Valerie Schild

Emergency Services

Victoria McCall

EMS Division

Shawn Ramsey

EMS Division

Michael O’Neill

EMS Division

Jerry Blount

Builder's Services

Mallory Gore

Emergency Services

17 Don Banks, Myra Paxton, Roy Golden

Ragen McDaniel

EMS Division

18 Ronald Wolf

Douglas Jones

Traffic Engineering

19 Jim Davey, George Hand

Brandon Polkowski EMS Division

20 David Pfister, Richard Evans, Sid Willingham

Marc Mackey

Traffic Engineering

21 Glenda Smeby, Marcy Townsend

James Castle

Wastewater Systems

5 Thomas Newton, Fred Wakefield
6 Rose Burns, Lydell Stubbs, Sandi Bunn
7 Trevor Clark, Scott Warner, John Deegins
10 Janie Lucas, Herman Riley
12 Natasha Lithway, Robert Vinson
16 Sidney Busick, Mark Van Dike

22 Timothy Harper, Misty Haddock
23 David Marcum
25 Valerie Sale, Brett Parker, Ray Banner
27 Marcia Bush
28 Douglas Cook

29 Stephen Thomason
30 Sara Dean
31 William Dobrolet
If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov.
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Celebrating 100 Years of Extension!
Join us on May 9th for our Open House and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony as we celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of Florida Extension!
We’ll celebrate by holding an Open House at the
UF/IFAS Extension Bay County Office on May
9th. For 100 years, Extension has helped people
find solutions that help them solve their problems . The timing for the Anniversary Celebration
and Open House is perfect as we recently moved
back into our building after major renovations to
the outside structure. Various dignitaries and other
special guests have been invited to this festive occasion. Refreshments and cake will be served immediately following the Ribbon
Cutting ceremony. There will be various educational seminars, activities and displays showing today’s Extension programs and other valuable information
throughout the day.
The Cooperative Extension System was established by the Smith-Lever Act of
1914, a federal law, and allows us all to benefit from the research and education of
each state’s land-grant universities. In Florida, Extension has helped millions by
tapping the latest information from the research engines of the University of Florida and Florida A&M University and converting it into practical knowledge we use
every day.
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MAY 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Friday Fest!
*************
Vintage Market @
Old Historic Marie
Hotel

***************

45th Spring Festival of the Arts!
McKenzie Park

THUNDER BEACH MOTORCYCLE RALLY
4

5

Americana Café
Sundays
@ Roberts Hall

6

7
Lynn Haven
Farmers
Market

8

9

Music Matters!
HOGS & GROGS!
Downtown Panama Harrison Ave.
City Live Music Every
Wednesday Evening

St. Andrews Waterfront Farmers MKT
Audubon Bird Walk
PCB Conservation
Park
7:30 AM

45th Spring Festival of
the Arts! McKenzie Park

11

12

Americana Café
Sundays
@ Roberts Hall

18

19

Americana Café
Sundays
@ Roberts Hall

25
Americana Café
Sundays
@ Roberts Hall

26

13
Lynn Haven
Farmers
Market

14

20
Lynn Haven
Farmers
Market

21

27
Lynn Haven
Farmers
Market

28

15

16

Music Matters!
Downtown Panama
City Live Music Every
Wednesday Evening

17
St. Andrews Waterfront Farmers MKT
Relay 4 Life Golf
Tournament
850-248-6050

22

23

Music Matters!
Downtown Panama
City Live Music Every
Wednesday Evening

Music Matters!
Downtown Panama
City Live Music Every
Wednesday Evening

10

24

St. Andrews
Waterfront
Farmers MKT

29

30

31

St. Andrews
Waterfront
Farmers MKT
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News You can Use !

You may have unclaimed property!

www.fltreasurehunt.org

Please click on the link below to view a Brainshark presentation. Be sure your audio is on before clicking the link.
Click below to view a presentation from Florida Blue

If you can't view the image above, copy and paste this URL into your browser:
http://www.brainshark.com/bcbsf/vu?pi=zISzXoxsBz2XKyz0&intk=837341077
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HazMat Training
During the months of March and April, Bay County Fire Services and Gulf Coast State College hosted a Hazardous Materials Technician Course. The course was grant funded through the Department of Homeland Security.
17 students, 12 Bay County firefighters and 5 firefighters from surrounding departments, completed the course.
Bay County Fire Services is host to a regional HazMat team. The HazMat team is comprised of members with extensive
training to respond to hazardous material emergencies.
The students attended 160 hours of specialized training that included basic aspects of chemistry, research, risk assessment, site safety planning, and action planning. The course culminated in a field scenario where students had to demonstrate proficiency in areas such as air monitoring, detection, and decontamination procedures.
The team members will pursue additional training and are required to participate in refresher training on an annual basis.
The most common types of calls the HazMat team responds to involve acid spills, gasoline spills, chemical spills, and
chlorine and vapor leaks. The HazMat team is equipped with technologically advanced equipment to allow swift and efficient response to incidents. Equipment includes air monitoring and detection equipment that was used during the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill.
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Classifieds
2012 Kawasaki Vulcan 900 Classic
*under warranty until February 2015 and it’s
transferrable.
*Crash bar, foot pegs, drink holder, rear luggage
racket & handle bar extensions are additions.
Asking $6,500.00 but will negotiate. Approx.
6,000+ miles.
For Sale $300
Gently used – great condition – Windows 8 + other things.
Aspire V 3
Intel B960
2.2ghz 2mb
L3 cache
Intel HD graphics
17.3” HD + LED LCD
4 GB DDR3 Mem
320 GB HDD
DVD Super Multi DL Drive
Acer Nplify 802.11 a/g/n + BT 4.0
6 cell Li-ion

Want to sell something? Contact Vonda Hester at 248-8201 or
email her at

Kim Barbero –850- 867-1037 (text or call)

vhester@baycountyfl.gov

Kim Barbero

FOR SALE!!
2012 Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic 7,200 miles,
excellent condition, garage
kept, kuryakyn exhaust.
$19,700.00 Call
Jeff 896-5613 after 5:00 pm

to place your ad.
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Local Charities get “Treated”
During the Board of County Commissioners meeting on Tuesday April 1, 2014 the recipients of the proceeds from the
2013 Bay County Haunted Hayride were presented with their checks. Through the tremendous efforts of Bay County
employees who volunteer their time and effort every year, we raised the most money yet in 2013, totaling
$19,446.00!
The three charities we chose are shown below and each received a check for $6,481.93. They were all very grateful
and said the money would enable them to continue helping Bay County citizens in their time of need.

-Bay County Council on Aging
-Covenant Hospice
-Relay For Life
Please take a moment to read the thank you letter we received from Bay County Council on Aging. It is truly amazing
to see how far our donation went by the time matching grant funds were applied to our original contribution.
Thanks to our Parks and Recreation Department’s tireless efforts, we continue to raise the bar on this event year after
year, so please plan now to volunteer your time this October to make the 2014 Haunted Hayride the most
“spooktacular” yet!
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING
The Seventh session of the Bay County Board of County Commissioners’ Leadership Institute was conducted
January 22– February 26, 2014 at the Gulf Coast State College Technical Center. The picture below is from the
leadership luncheon held at the college. Thank you to everyone who participated.

Pictured from l to r: Brian Welborn, Jamie Sasser, Amy Cooper, Dana Fox,
John Deegins, Gabriel Moschella, Eddie Kemp, Brian Hardin, Joel Welch,
Chairman Tunnell, and Ed Smith.
Those not pictured: Roger Jones, Natasha Lithway, Jerrad Hiers, Seth Imhof,
Jennifer Morgan, Wendi Sellers, Frank Burgess
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