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Focus Oné    

 Itõs that time of year again!  The Mosquitoes have 
started their òSeasonó and we would like to heighten the 
awareness of what you can do to help keep the population 
down and to prevent breeding grounds.  REMEMBER:  Most 
mosquitoes do not travel far from their breeding/hatching 
site; therefore, most often the problem is in your own 
backyard!  Please take a moment and check your area for 
any of the following: 
 
 
 

-Tires lying around the property. -Flower pots with retention plates under them. 
-Clogged rain gutters.   -Tarp covering equipment or lumber in the yard. 
-Bird baths or animal dishes.  -Tire swing or childrenõs toys. 
-Abandoned pools.   -Ruts or holes in the yard. 
 
Also remember the ò5 Dõsó for prevention and protection: 

 
Dusk and Dawn:  Avoid being outdoors when mosquitoes are most active. 
Dress:   Wear clothing that covers your skin. 
DEET:  When the potential exists for exposure to mosquitoes, use repellents containing DEET.   

Always read the manufacturerõs directions carefully before you put on a repellent. 
Drainage:  Check your home to rid it of standing water in which mosquitoes can lay their 

eggs. 
   
 Bay County Mosquito Control has 3 day time Larvacide Techs and 6 night time 
Spray Truck Adulticide Techs who service the 25 districts of the county (except for Tyndall Air 
Force Base and Panama City Beach).  We also have 2 Source Reduction Techs who clean out 
ditches and keep the water flowing and 1 Lab Tech who traps and identifies which of the 42 
different species of mosquito we are dealing with. 
 
 We have just added the  òKUBOTAó  to our fleet to help spray around schools, 
parks, sports complexes and tight areas.  
This little guy is able to get into places the 
spray truck canõt, and to also spray larger 
areas that the Larvacide techs canõt accom-
plish with the manual hand fogger.  So, 
when you visit the parks, and you see a sign 
stating:  òNOTICE ð MOSQUITO SPRAYING 
IN THIS PARK TONIGHTó, look for our new-
est helper.  We are trying to keep you com-
fortable, healthy and mosquito free! 
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County Managerõs Corner 

 

I know many employees are concerned that future decisions regarding the countyõs 
health care benefit package will end up costing them money, with extra worry target-
ed toward the level of deductible and how it affects the ability to utilize a health sav-
ings account.  I can tell you we are concerned too, and that is reason Terri Pierce has 
been traveling to various departments to speak with folks about these issues.  As it 

stands now, we are STILL trying to get health care experts to confirm whether a high 
deductible plan can be married to an HSA and clinic operation.  No matter where 
your political philosophies may lie, there is little question that the Affordable Care Act 
is an extremely confusing and bewildering law to interpret.  We have literally 
checked in with some of the leading health care experts in the country to get an accu-
rate ruling on this situation and will continue to pin it down as soon as possible.  How-
ever, I can tell you one thing:  we are hearing you loud and clear about the high de-
ductible issue and are committed to providing a health plan that is beneficial and not 
punitive to our employees.  Terri is the lead on this project and if you have ideas or 
concerns or questions give her a call at 248-8277 or let your supervisor know what 

you are thinking and we will go from there.  Thanks for all you do for Bay County! 

 

Ed Smith  

County Manager, Bay County 

850-248-8145 
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Bay County has recently received a proposed amendment from the St. Joe Company to the 
West Bay Area Sector Plan that adds approximately 32,900 acres of St. Joe-owned property 
in Bay County west of the West Bay Area Sector Plan and 13,000 acres in Walton Coun-
ty.  The plan proposes to retitle the existing Sector Plan as the Bay-Walton Sector Plan.  The 
Plan would extend west, generally along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, to the Chocta-
whatchee Bay, for a total area of approximately 110,000 acres.  The plan would replace the 
currently approved Sector Plan and West Bay Detailed Specific Area Plan in the Bay County 
Comprehensive Plan.  The new plan focuses on new residential, village, and town center de-
velopment.  It proposes to have 40% to 60% of the total units to be age restricted (occupied 
by someone who is 55 years or older).  These new developments are proposed to be con-
nected with an extensive system of trails run from County Road 30A in Walton County to SR 
79 in Bay County.  The proposed West Bay Parkway connecting Northwest Florida Beach In-
ternational Airport and CR 388 to Walton County is also a key component of the plan.  Once 
Bay County planning staff is comfortable with a proposed draft of the plan ï numerous public 
workshops and public hearings will take place.  
 
A full copy (it is large ï 600+ pages) is available in the Planning and Zoning office for re-
view.  It will also be available to review online at the Bay County Planning and Zoning 
webpage and on the Bay County PlanShare (BAY-ENG) share drive in the folder titled ñBay 
Walton Sector Planò.   

St. Joe Company Proposal to Include New Residential Area, Village, and a Town Center  


