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Focus On… Human Resources - Open Enrollment

DON’T MISS OPEN ENROLLMENT
Every year the Office of Human Resources provides a 30 day
period called “Open Enrollment” that allows for any insurance
changes, new enrollments or cancellations for the coming year.
This includes your health, dental, vision, life and long term disability
insurance, as well as other things such as your flexible spending
accounts, health savings accounts, etc.
Our Open Enrollment for 2016 will take place from Monday, October
19 through Tuesday, November 17, 2015. After Open Enrollment
closes, changes must comply with established procedures and/or law
for each program. Hopefully most of you will be able to attend the
“Know Your Benefits” meetings we are conducting throughout
the month of October so you will be prepared to file your required
paperwork during this 30 day window.
KNOW YOUR BENEFITS MEETINGS SCHEDULE:

Mike Nelson
District I
George B. Gainer
District II
William T. Dozier
District III
Guy M. Tunnell
District IV
Mike Thomas
District V

Wednesday, Oct, 7th

2:30 p.m. Utilities

Wednesday, Oct, 7th

4:00 p.m. Roads and Bridges

Monday, Oct, 12th

7:00 a.m. AWT (Tyndall AFB)

Monday, Oct, 12th

9:00 a.m. Library

Monday, Oct, 12th

1:00 p.m. Government Ctr Chambers

Thursday, Oct, 15th

10:00 a.m. Steelfield Landfill

Friday, Oct,16

8:30 a.m. Emergency Op Center

Commission Meetings
October 6, 2015
October 20, 2015
9:00 a.m.
Bay County
Government Center
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Continued from page 1…

BENEFIT FAIRS DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS:
*Wednesday, Oct 21st 9:00 a.m.-Noon Bay Co Government Center, 3rd Floor
*Thursday, Oct 22nd

2:00 -5:00 p.m.

Roads & Bridges on Fire Tower Road

On these dates representatives from all current payroll deducted insurances/
programs, as well as representatives from other companies will be available to
the employees. We will provide you with a list of vendors who will be present
along with a brief description of the services they offer. As an added benefit, we
will also be offering free flu shots to everyone currently on our health insurance
plan and $25 flu shots to everyone else.
After October 6, 2015, you can click on http://www.baycountyfl.gov/hr.php to
look at all forms for Open Enrollment. You will find a Summary of Benefits
Coverage for the high deductible health care plan we are offering in 2016, as
well as information on other coverages.
We are always here to assist you. Please don’t hesitate to contact us
at 248-8201 with any questions you may have.
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Veteran’s Services
2015 Grand Marshal for the
Veterans’ Day will be
Commander Douglas W. Huggan
of the
Naval Support Activity Panama City.
Commander Huggan will also be our
guest speaker at the Government Center
following the parade.
On November 11th the Bay County Board of County Commissioners along with
Bay County Veterans’ Council will be celebrating Veterans’ Day with a parade
and ceremony. Details may be found on the Bay County web site; however, if
your department would like to participate in this year’s parade, please feel free
to contact Vickie at the Veterans Service Office for a parade application at 2488280. (No political campaigning please). This is a great way to honor our
Veterans and have fun at the same time.
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PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION
2015 Bay County’s Haunted Hayride will be held on
October 23rd (Friday night) and October 24th (Saturday
night). The Pumpkin Patch will be held on Saturday evening
October 24th from 5:30pm – 8:00pm.
As in the past, we would like to encourage
everyone’s participation in the Haunted
Hayride. The Employee Incentive will be the
same as past years; if you volunteer for both
nights you receive 2 days incentive leave; if
you volunteer for one night you receive 1 day
incentive leave and if you volunteer to work
the Pumpkin Patch, you receive ½ day
incentive leave. Please don’t wait! Go ahead and contact us
to sign up. We have a place for everyone! Email Janie Lucas
or call her at 784-4065.
Let’s continue to make each year bigger and better!
Gary Buchanan, Parks & Recreation Operations

Volunteers Still Needed!!!
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Bay County Emergency Services
The EOC is the place to be . . . for 5th Graders!

On September 17, 2015,
the Emergency Operations Center played host to the fifth grade class from Lynn Haven Elementary.

A total of 150 students and 10 adults toured the facility. On the itinerary was a demonstration of the 911
Dispatch Center, a fire truck and gear display, an ambulance and EMS display, a display of the Sheriff’s
aviation unit, an interactive game panel, and visit from some furry friends.
“I am an advocate of introducing students to emergency preparedness at a young age,” said Mark Bowen,
Chief of Emergency Services. “We are fortunate to have a facility where we can teach kids important
skills in a fun, hands-on environment.”
One of the Florida Standards required for 5th Graders requires them to “use knowledge and skills to
maintain and enhance personal safety, such as handling dangerous situations and emergencies, and
preventing abuse”. The students will complete a project that involves preparing an emergency kit and
writing a family emergency plan.
It’s pretty high praise when a group of 10-year-olds say, “Best field trip ever!”

*Special thanks to Bay County Animal Control, the Florida Department of Emergency Management,
and the Bay County Sheriff’s Office for assisting us in putting together an excellent program!
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Bay County Public Library
Please take
advantage of this
opportunity to see
Tim Dorsey at one
of our libraries.
His programs are
always a lot of
fun! Copies of his
books will be
available for
purchase.

20th
20th anniversary
anniversary

Hurricane Opal
Opal
Hurricane

October 3rd
@ 11 a.m.

WJHG Channel 7
Meteorologist,
Tyler Allender
will discuss this
devastating
hurricane as we
observe the
20th anniversary
of Hurricane Opal.

Bay County Public Library
898 W 11th St ▪ Panama City, FL
(850) 522-2100
www.nwrls.com
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Bay County Public Library
Join us for an educational seminar
discussing the 2016 Medicare options that
are available this upcoming Annual Election
Period.
This free seminar will consist of a
presentation, informational material, and a
question and answer period.
Refreshments provided.

Educational Seminar
October 5th @ 2 p.m.
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SAFETY?
Safety is everyone’s responsibility! As an employee, you should:
 Learn to work safely and take all rules seriously.
 Recognize hazards and avoid them.
 Report accidents, injuries and illness to your supervisor immediately.
 Inspect tools before use to avoid injury.
 Wear all assigned personal protective equipment.
On the other hand, it is management’s responsibility to:
 Provide a safe and healthy workplace.
 Provide personal protective equipment.
 Train employees in safe procedures and in how to identify hazards.
Everyone must be aware of potential hazards on the job:
 Poor housekeeping results in slips, trips and falls.
 Electricity can cause shocks, burns or fire if not handled properly.
 Poor material handling may cause back problems or other injuries.
 Tools and equipment can cause injuries if guards or protective devices are
disengaged.
Always use the protections that are provided on the job:
 Guards on machines and tools keep body parts from contacting moving
equipment.
 Insulation on electrical equipment prevents burns, shock and fire.
 Lockout/tagout assures equipment is de-energized before it is repaired.
 Personal protective equipment shields your body from hazards you may face on the job.
In case of emergency:
 Understand alarms and evacuation routes.
 Know how to notify emergency response personnel.
 Implement a procedure for leaving the scene safely so emergency personnel can do their
job.
 Wipe up spills promptly and correctly.
Safety benefits everyone. With fewer injuries, a business can be more productive and
profitable. By incorporating safety rules, employees avoid injury as well as illness from
exposure to hazardous substances.
Source—Safety Tool Box Topics
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UF/IFAS Extension –
Florida Sea Grant
By Rick O’Connor
(Escambia Co) &
L. Scott Jackson (Bay Co)

From Fear to Fascination: White Sharks in the Florida Panhandle
Bob Shipp’s book, Fishes of the Gulf of Mexico, lists 29 species of shark found
locally. Most are members of the requiem shark family, such as blacktips and bulls,
and hammerheads. Though these sharks are certainly capable of attacking humans,
their presence does not usually interrupt water activities; actually some fishermen
target them. Divers who have encounter sharks may be startled at first but rarely do
they end their dive or have had problems with them. Even in the 2005 “summer of the
shark attack”, few people stopped diving or surfing. We have become educated on
shark behavior and are not as startled when we see one. But this year there have been
a couple of encounters with White Sharks, a shark we typically don’t encounter.
White Sharks are large animals, reaching 20 feet and 2000 pounds. Their large size
allows them to tolerate and thrive in cooler waters.
Sightings in the Gulf of Mexico are rare and usually
occur in the cooler months of the year. In the recent
year, there have been at least four encounters in
Northwest Florida. Is this unusual and something
to worry about? Why does it seem we are seeing
more White Sharks? What should I do if I
encounter one?

To answer these questions, I turned to George
Burgess, a shark expert who manages the
International Shark Attack File housed at the
Florida Museum of Natural History on University
of Florida campus in Gainesville.

Credit: Florida Sea Grant Stock Photo

Is this unusual?
Burgess assured us that White Sharks do occur in the Gulf of Mexico but are
transients, as opposed to residents, and their movement in and out of the Gulf is
temperature driven. Burgess said they use deep water when traveling but prefer
shallow water when hunting fish, turtles, and marine mammals. So, inshore
encounters would not be unusual especially in cooler months of the year.

So why the sudden increase in the numbers of encounters?
One part of the answer lies with the increase number of White Sharks. With passing
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, there are more marine mammals, so there is
also a corresponding increase in marine mammal predators, White Sharks. The other
part of the increased encounters is the number of humans who visit the northern Gulf.
The Florida Panhandle has seen a steady increase in the number of anglers and divers
and most have cameras to record their trips. There is really nothing we are doing to
trigger the increase in encounters other than more of us swimming and fishing with
technology to record our adventures.
Continued on Page 10...
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UF/IFAS Extension –
Florida Sea Grant
By Rick O’Connor
(Escambia Co) and L. Scott
Jackson (Bay Co)

From Fear to Fascination: White Sharks in the Florida Panhandle

...continued from page 9
Is Northwest Florida a “hot spot” for White Sharks? Do we need to worry?
Burgess indicated that the northern Gulf of Mexico is more productive than the Florida
Peninsula due to the number of nutrient rich rivers that discharge here. Seeing more
White Sharks here would not be any more unusual than finding more snapper, lionfish,
or any other species of shark. As far as worrying, there have been no records of White
Shark attacks in the northern Gulf of Mexico since they began keeping records in
1872.
Finally… what do I do when I encounter a White Shark?
The quick answer - nothing different than any other shark. It is true that most White
Shark attacks occur at the surface but there have been no White Shark attacks in
Florida at anytime. Burgess indicated that the Bull Shark is probably a bigger threat
than the White Shark. For more information about Bull Sharks and general tips to
avoid a negative shark encounter please read this article http://nwdistrict.ifas.ufl.edu/
nat/sharktips
In a recent video, recorded near Apalachicola, a diver was on an anchor line on a
decompression stop when he saw a White Shark approaching from depth. What
should a diver do in this situation? Swim for the surface and risk decompression
sickness? Remain still? Or Head back to the bottom? The answer has a lot to do with
what the shark is actually doing. Is it interested in the diver or acting aggressively?
Burgess suggests you have to assess the situation and the shark’s behavior. All options
are on the table and have to be weighed against the consequences in this scenario. As a
last resort, a diver may need to make a quick but graceful exit out of the water, past the
shark, and depend on their diving partners to render aid as needed. The lesson is for
divers to be prepared for a variety of potential issues on every dive.
For more information on sharks and shark attacks in Florida visit the International
Shark Attack File at http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/Sharks/ISAF/ISAF.htm
Note: White Sharks are a protected and prohibited species. It’s illegal to beach or
land them. See guidance on shark fishing regulations, gear requirements,
Including catch and release methods from the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission at http://myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/recreational/sharks
Videos:
https://youtu.be/I7CHt5LU5t4
https://youtu.be/ewqpyHEE03I?t=3m41s
"Extension programs are open to all persons without regard to race, color, sex, age,
disability, religion, or national origin.”
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Birthdays

Service
Anniversaries

In … October
1 Brent E. Gibson, Donald P. Werbacher

20 Years
David W. Morrison

Fire Services Division

2 Stephen W. Dykes, Wayne B. Comeau
4 Michael A. O'Neal
6 Lynn M. Elliott, Patrick J. Peters

15 Years
Otis R. Johnson

Steelfield Landfill

Marjorie Moore

Co-Op Division

10 Years
John A. Beals

Waste to Energy

Rayford C. Jones

Facilities Maintenance

New Hires

7 Raymond J. Seibold
8 Ashley N. Adams, David W. Falk,
Joseph D. Reid, Kelly B. McKinney
10 Dakota C. Millican, Wayne A. Gilmore
11 Edward A. Warren, Salem J. Imhof-Grier
12 Edward R. Youngblood, Willis L. Smith
13 Brandon R. Polkowski, David W. Morrison
14 Cory B. Welch, Dennis W. Stanley,
Donald C. Murray, Randolph Brown
16 Howard S. Whitfield, James E. Vinson,
Todd M. Valdez
17 Keith A. Bresnahan, Robert P. Edmunds,
Samantha L. Rodia, Steven K. Cupples

Paige Poston-Animal Control
Matthew Schroedle-Roads and Bridges
Kristene O’Brien-Library
Cody Geiger-Traffic Controls

18 Karen E. Grindle, Walter J. Jordon
19 Lauren D. Behnke, Robert C. Raymond
20 Joel H. Jackson, Kelly J. Guillory,
Michael B. Kelley, Terri L. Pierce
21 Edith F. King, Gabriel W. Moschella, Jr.,
Jenny A. Martinez, Seth H. Imhof
22 Glenn E. Ogborn
23 Adrian K. Lewis, Ashley L. Hallett,
Meredith D. Lee
24 Cheryl A. Faulk, Michele E. Seal
25 Joseph D. Volpi, Kimberly P. Shoaf,
Mary A. Combs
27 Michael E. Anderson, Vonda L. Hester,
Zachary E. Lassiter
28 Cristi L. Karr

If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify
Kimmy Brown at: kbrown@baycountyfl.gov.
This needs to be done the month before...

30 Oleh Tuzhanskiy
31 Mack J. Pitre
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Answers from last month...

Find the perfect Christmas gift,
Carol Emerson

Ginger Veal

Owner / Collector
Owner / Upcycler
Located in the Treasure Trunk Mall,
HWY 77 across from Haney
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J AND S GEMS AND THINGS
MADE TO ORDER EMBROIDERED GIFTS AND HANDMADE JEWELRY
FIND US ON ETSY.COM
AND FACEBOOK
JandSgemsandthings

CONTACTS:
JAMIE SASSER—JSASSER@BAYCOUNTYFL.GOV
STEPHANIE DAVIS—SDAVIS@BAYCOUNTYFL.GOV
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