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Focus On… GIS   

Bay County GIS provides mapping services for the county and several of the 
municipalities through inter-local agreements. GIS is so much more than paper maps.  
Our goal is to not only share geographic data through maps but to improve departmental 
processes. The GIS Division maintains over 300 data layers which are used in analysis 
and in the development of maps and applications. 

This year we have developed and deployed over thirty custom web mapping applications 
for Administration, Animal Services, Builder Services, Planning & Zoning, Traffic 
Engineering, and for the cities of Callaway, Lynn Haven, Springfield, Parker and Panama 
City Beach.  We continue to look for innovative ways of applying GIS to increase 
availability of GIS products through intelligent web maps that can be viewed on a variety 
of devices and embedded in websites and applications.  Give us a call and let us show 
you how GIS can support decision making within your department.  

Here are examples of a few of these applications: 

Traffic Engineering/Sign Shop:  GIS developed an application for the Sign Shop which 
allows Sign Shop staff to edit their sign database directly in the field.  With this 
application they can add, delete and update sign locations and information.  Previously 
the information was GPS’d, driven to the GIS office, downloaded and updated in the 
database.  This application has greatly improved productivity.  

Inside this issue: 
Focus On...GIS 1 

County Manager’s Corner 3 

First Responders 4 

Library 6 

Risky Business 9 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 10 

Voting Information 12 

“Something’s Happening” 13 

Classifieds 16 

Wellness 18 
Community Services 22 

Co-Op:  Oyster Safety 23 

Open Enrollment Info 5 



                                                                   2                                      Bay County Currents 

 

...continued 

Commissioner Lookup Application:  This application can be accessed through a link on the BOCC  page 
http://www.baycountyfl.gov/bocc. This application allows you to search/zoom to an address to determine your 
county commissioner. The user can click on the map to reveal the name of the commissioner and see a link to 
their homepage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Springfield/Government Services Application:  This application is accessed through the City of 
Springfield’s website http://springfield.fl.gov/.  Citizens can either search by address or click anywhere within 
the city limits and the application will return results listing the locations of: City Hall, Public Works, 
Community Center, Post Office, and Library. 
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County Manager’s Corner 
Ideas are good things, pretty much most of the time.  Where we all tend to occasionally get in trouble with ideas, from time 

to time, is moving from possessing a  good idea into implementing it without doing the proper due diligence to see if, by 

chance, the idea may not be all that great after all.  What’s the old saying about the devil is in the details?  Such it is with 

ideas.  Here is an example close to home. 

There is a cell tower behind the Admin Building, and for quite a while there has been an osprey nest that has been 

interesting to watch, especially during the nesting time of the season (generally between February and May).  A few of us 

thought it would be really interesting if we could install a camera on the tower and stream it on the website so people, 

school kids, etc. could keep an eye on mama and papa and the youngsters.  Neat idea right? 

Wrong. 

First, we would likely have to get a permit from state agencies to install the camera, which could take a while, and since 

you can’t install a camera during nesting season (see time frame above), we would have to install it before the season.  The 

problem with that is that some breeding pairs’ nesting behavior begins earlier than others (who knew??) so the nest would 

need to be observed prior to installation to ensure that nesting behavior has not begun yet.  Who gets that assignment? 

Next, the fine folks at FWC, who do a great job, gently pointed out to us that while they understood how fascinating it 

might be to watch these magnificent birds in the nest, that we clearly HAD NOT thought this whole thing through.  For 

example, they asked us, is Bay County prepared to receive phone calls from the public inquiring about the nest, including 

questions about the species’ biology, habits, protections, etc.?  We said we were not prepared to answer those kinds of 

questions, and the FWC said they were not either.  They also mentioned that not all phone calls tend to be positive, because 

some people call to complain about the nest being disturbed by the presence of the camera, and yet others call to complain 

about why tax dollars were being wasted to look at a bird’s nest. 

FWC also pointed out that the natural processes of wild animals are not always pretty.  Anyone really enjoy watching the 

wolf pack track down the baby calf?  Well, we learned that most raptors, including osprey, have two young.  Much of the 

time one nestling will be larger and more dominant than the other, which can lead to the dominant one outcompeting the 

other for food, which ultimately results in the death of the smaller nestling.  Further, and not trying to be disgusting here, 

but as is nature’s way, most of the time the adults and dominant nestling will then feed on the carcass of the deceased 

nestling.  While a very natural and common occurrence, it is not something that is pleasant for some members of the 

general public to witness first hand on the County’s webcam.  

Finally, FWC folks informed us that with some of their eagle nest webcam sites, members of the public would get so 

involved in watching and monitoring the nests that they would call and insist, INSIST,  that the nestlings were not getting 

enough food from the adult birds and actually GO OUT and put store-bought meat at the base of the nesting structure.  That 

led us to the vision of strangers in our parking lot placing food at the base of the cell phone tower, and after just a little bit 

of thought, we decided that installing an osprey-cam WAS NOT A GOOD IDEA. 

So, while there seem to be cameras everywhere these days, there will NOT be one on the cell phone tower! 

Ed Smith  

County Manager, Bay County  
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On October 23, 2014, the Bay County Chamber of Commerce and Tyndall Federal Credit Union held the 

4th Annual First Responders Appreciation Luncheon. Local Law Enforcement, Fire, EMS, and Dispatch 

were honored at the Bay Point Wyndham. 

Chief Mark T. Giuliano, Fire Emergency Services Flight, 96th Civil 

Engineer Squadron at Eglin Air Force Base served as the Key-

note speaker for the event. Chief Giuliano spoke on the challeng-

es of being a First Responder and how Bay County should be 

proud to be home to these brave men and women. 

LASIK for Heroes sponsored by Emerald Coast Hospice and the 

Eye Center of North Florida presented Bay County Firefighter, 

Brent Gibson, with free LASIK eye surgery.  

“It was a wonderful feeling to win the free LASIK surgery from the Eye Center 

of North Florida,” said Firefighter Gibson. “I am honored to be a firefighter for 

Bay County Fire Rescue. I do a job just like everyone else and to see a local 

business support and appreciate a local first Responder means a lot to me.” 

Awards were also given in the categories of Line of Duty, Multidisciplinary, 

and Community Service. Kevin French with the NWFL Beaches International 

Airport Fire Department received the Multidisciplinary award. French is an 

employee with our EMS Division.  

A special appreciation video was 

shown that was produced by the 

Bay County Chamber of Commerce 

and WMBB-TV. The video features 

local officials and First Responders. The video can be viewed 

(from your home computer) on YouTube on the Bay County 

Chamber of Commerce’s channel.  

A challenge coin was placed at the seat of everyone in attend-

ance and boxes were sent to each department in Bay County to thank First Responders for their service.  

Special thanks to the Bay County Chamber of Commerce for coordinating the event. 
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DON’T MISS OPEN ENROLLMENT 

Every year the Office of Human Resources provides a 30 day period for “Open Enrollment” that al-
lows for any insurance changes, new enrollments or cancellations for the coming year.  This in-
cludes your health, dental, vision, life and long term disability insurance, as well other things such 
as your flexible spending accounts, health savings accounts, etc. 

Our 2015 Open Enrollment will take place from Monday, October 27 through Tuesday, November 
25, 2014.  After Open Enrollment closes, changes must comply with established procedures and/or 
law for each program.  Hopefully most of you were able to attend the “Know Your Benefits” meetings 
we held throughout the month of October so you will be prepared to file your required paperwork 
during this 30 day window.   

Benefit Fairs for all employees to attend will be held on: 

 

*November 5, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon at the Bay County Government Center, 3rd Floor 

*November 6, 2014 at Roads & Bridges on Fire Tower Road from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.  

 

On these dates, representatives from current payroll deducted insurances/programs, will be available 
to the employees.  As an added benefit, we will also be offering free flu shots to everyone currently on 
our health insurance plan and $20 flu shots to everyone else. Those employees on our FL Blue insur-
ance must bring a photo copy of their insurance card to qualify for the free flu shot. 

This year, because plan deductions are changing, every employee with County insurance will be re-
quired to sign the 125 Redirection Form which was included in your packet. 

You can click on http://www.baycountyfl.gov/hr.php to look at all forms for Open Enrollment.  You will 
find a Summary of Benefits Coverage for the two health care plans we are offering in 2015, as well as 
information on other coverages. 

We are always here to assist you.  Please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at 248-8201 with any questions you may have. 

 

 

 

         2015 OPEN ENROLLMENT 
      Monday, October 27 through Tuesday, November 25, 2014 
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Computer Classes 

 Computer Basics, Part 1 of 2 

Tuesday, November 4 from 9:30 AM to 11 AM 

Learn to identify and use computer components and the common elements of a Windows-based operating system. 
Students will also navigate software programs to create a file and organize that file in folders. Prerequisite: None. 

  Computer Basics Part 2 of 2 

Wednesday, November 5 from 9:30 AM to 11 AM 

Learn the basic features of the Internet Explorer web browser, learn the difference between a search box and URL 
box, and learn to evaluate a website's content. Prerequisite: Computer Basics - Part 1, or equivalent experience. 

 Excel, Part 1 of 2 

Tuesday, November 18 from 9:30 AM to 11 AM 

Learn to use Microsoft's spreadsheet application for organizing and analyzing data. Students will use Excel's features 
to create a simple spreadsheet while entering data and creating charts. Prerequisite: Computer Basics or equivalent 
experience. 

 Excel, Part 2 of 2 

Thursday, November 19 from 9:30 AM to 11 AM 

Learn how to set up a simple formula, create an electronic checkbook, and perform calculations. Prerequisite: Excel- 
Part 1. 

**The Northwest Regional Library System offers free workshops for beginning computer users in the Bay County Public 
Library computer lab. Instruction is hands-on and is designed to be progressive. Registration is not required. Workshops 
start on time, so be early and don't miss anything! 

Not all classes are offered every month. A new schedule is published on the 15th of the current month for the following 
month on our Events Calendar. 

For more information, please call 850-522-2107 

Bay County Public Library 

Join Us for a New History Book Club 

 There's a new History Book Club starting at the Bay County Public Library on November 3rd at 10 AM. 

We will be reading both historical fiction and nonfiction, and at our first meeting, 
we'll vote on the books we want to read. 

Here's how it will work: we'll read one book between meetings, and meetings will be 
held every other month for discussion. That gives us two months to read the book! 

For more information, please call 522-2107. Please join us! 
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Bay County Public Library 
 

Overcoming test-taking anxiety, raising test scores, and improving 
skills is possible with just the click of a mouse at LearningExpress 
Library, available through the Northwest Regional Library System. 

 

The latest version of the most-loved and now more powerful online 
learning resource for academic and career development is here. 
LearningExpress Library-known for basic skills improvement in 
reading, writing, math, and basic sciences and test preparation for 

academic and career testing-features a tutorial and test-preparation platform, with easier access to skill-
building resources and features designed to help students and adults prepare for success in school and in life. 

Using LearningExpress Library is easy, and can be done from the library or your home computer, but you'll 
need your library card number.  

To access LearningExpress Library: 

- Go to www.nwrls.com 

- Click on Research and then Databases 

- Click on LearningExpress 

Upgraded features in LearningExpress Library include a sleek new format and user interface that provides 
easier access to content. Centers-a collection of related materials organized around a theme or classification of 
user including School (grades 4-12), College, GED® Test Prep, College Preparation, Career, Adult Learning, 
and Recursos para Hispanhoblantes (Spanish) Centers-make it easier for adults and students to locate the 
resources they need. 

LearningExpress Library also offers comprehensive courses in math, reading, and writing; workplace skills 
enrichment, including a variety of computer tutorials; and hundreds of online practice tests.  

For more information about LearningExpress Library, visit your local library branch or call 522-2107. 
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Bay County Public Library 

Staff Book Displays 

During our recent staff training day, we asked staff members to create a one-
book display highlighting a book in our collection. The displays were judged by 
some of our colleagues in Human Resources, and here are the winners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Taylor,  
at the Charles 

Whitehead Public 
Library in 

Wewahitchka 

Katheryn Johnston, 
(with help from 

other staff 
members) at the 
Corinne Costin 

Gibson Memorial 
Library in  

Port St. Joe 

Rose Burns,  
Circulation 

Department, at the 
Bay County Public 

Library 
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A home is often referred to as a safe haven.  This month make sure your home is     

protected from a fire.  Here are some simple tips to help you avoid fires and 

injury. 

 Smoke Alarms- These are still a very important addition to your home.  Smoke 

alarms are widely available and inexpensive.  Install a smoke alarm on every 

level of your home and test monthly. 

 Prevent Electrical Fires- Don’t overload circuits or extension cords.  Cords and 

wires should never be placed under rugs or in high traffic areas.  Avoid loose 

electrical connections by checking the fit of the plug in the wall outlet.  If the plug 

loosely fits, inspect the outlet right away.  A poor connection between the plug 

and the outlet can cause overheating. 

 Keep Plugs Safe- Unplug all appliances when not in use.  Follow the 

manufacturer’s safety precautions and use your senses to spot any potential 

disasters.   

 Fire Safety Sprinklers- When combined with working smoke alarms, home or 

work sprinklers greatly increase your chance of surviving a fire.  Sprinklers are 

affordable and they can increase property value and lower insurance rates. 

 Create An Escape Route- Create and practice your escape plans with your 

family and departments.  Know where to go. 

 Check Heater Vents and Fireplaces - As the temperature starts to cool off the 

heaters and fireplaces will start to heat up.  Check for buildup of dust. 

 Be careful Around the Holidays- If you fill your home with lights or candles 

during the holiday season, keep them away from anything that can easily catch 

fire. 

“A Publication of the Risk Management Department” 

Risky Business 

HOLIDAY FIRE PREVENTION 
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If you do not want your birthday to be 
listed in the newsletter, please notify 
Kimmy Brown at kbrown@baycountyfl.gov. 

1 Henry P Jones 

2 Deborah Daniels, Darrin Pursell, Patrick Lindsey 

3 Curtis Miller, Charles Cox, Raymond Hottinger, Linda Fox 

4 Kathryn M. Lowe, David Keeney 

5 Charles W. Swearington 

7 Mike Nelson,  James Owens, Ruben Thompson, Danielle Woods 

8 Jonathan Keil 

9 Elizabeth Smith 

10 James A Morrell, Kyle Barnes 

13 Clifton Butler 

14 Kathleen McDonald,  

15 William Dozier, Anthony Brogdon, Phillip Porter 

16 Sherry Bush 

17 Douglas McCormick, Summer Bush 

18 Derric Wilson,  Billy Bolding, Chris Connor 

19 Melissa Brady, Natalie McQueen, Shannon Chamberlain, Michael Smith 

20 Angela Bradley 

22 Douglas Moody, Matthew Walters,  

23 Larry Mims, Ricky Sanders 

24 Gerald Giodano, Donna Cole 

26 Larry Wilson, Jackie House, Catherine Denmark, Kristel Erkel 

27 Donnie Williams 

28 Mike Thomas, Pam McDaniel 

29 Paula Hunter, Natalie Hauck 

30 Chad Fisher 

Service Anniversaries 

20 Years  

David Otte Roads & Bridges Division 

15 Years  

David Hagans Roads & Bridges Division 

 10 Years  

Mike Nelson Bay County Commissioner 

Mike Thomas Bay County Commissioner 

Rosella Day Landfill 

Cynthia Lantis Bay County Library 

5 Years  

Robert Edmunds Intelligent Transportation 

Welcome Aboard ~October New Hires! 

Mercedes Lopanec Panama City Beach Library 

Ivan Butsikov Fire Services 

Katherine Beatson Animal Control 

Leah Denmark EMS Division 

Melissa Brady Animal Control 

George Wilson Builder’s Services 

Linda Griner Bay County Library 
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NOVEMBER 5 & 6 

DURING OPEN ENROLLMENT! 

 

Thank A  
Veteran!!! 

JUST FOR LAUGHS... 
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Supervisor of Elections  

Mark Andersen 

Absentee, Vote by Mail ballots  

must be received by Election Day 

November 4, 2014  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Wait Vote Now! 
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The Property Appraiser’s Office is collecting personal care items 

for the “Santa is a Senior Citizen Program” through December 12th.  

We have a collection box located in our front lobby.  Please help us 

collect personal care items for seniors in area nursing homes.   

Toothbrush/Toothpaste 

Soap 

Bath Gel 

Bath Sponge 

Deodorant 

Hand Sanitizer 

Lotion 

Socks 

Nail Polish 

Lipstick 

Pens 

Body Spray/Perfume/Cologne 

 
Please contact Cindy Perry at 248-8417 with any questions.   

Thanks for your support! 
 

  

Something’s Happening... 
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PARADE 

 Time: 9:30 AM 

 Location: Proceeds Down Harrison Avenue From  

 Bay High School to Bay County Government Center 

PROGRAM 

 Time:  Approximately 10:30 AM (upon arrival of parade) 

 Bay County Government Center  

 

 Patriotic Music 

 Guest Speaker: Timothy Bowers, Naval Support 

 Color Guard: Mosley HS Marine Corps JROTC 

 Laying of the Wreath 

 Panama City Pipes & Drums THANK YOU!!! 

Something’s Happening... 
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Bay County GIS 
Invites you to celebrate: 

 

November 14th 

Stop by anytime between 9 AM – 2 PM 

to learn how GIS is used in Bay County 

Demos, Food & More 

840 W 11th St, Ste. 2304 

Panama City, FL 32401 

For more information call 248-8071 

Something’s Happening... 



                                                                   16                                      Bay County Currents 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Artwork can be seen at :  

http://rick-mckinney.artistwebsites.com 

Or Contact Rick at 850 348-9107 

Rick McKinney Limited Edition Signed Prints and Available Originals 
20% Discount for BOCC Employees till January 1st 

George Steck upright piano in excellent condition.  

Also includes the bench and lamp. Asking $700 OBO.  Call Vickie @ 248-8280. 
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ITEMS FOR SALE:  ALL IN GREAT WORKING CONDITION  

BECKY WINTERS – MOSQUITO CONTROL   (248-8720) 
 
  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ALSO HAVE IN GOOD WORKING CONDITION: 
 

 
 CENTURY 125-GS (model # 117-076) MIG WIRE FEED WELDER WITH CART, HEL-

MET AND SOME WIRE – NO TANKS.     $75.00 TAKES ALL. 
 
 SET OF TALL (120w) PIONEER SPEAKERS & YAMAHA SURROUND SOUND SPEAK-

ERS  (#NX-C220) - $10.00 TAKES ALL. 
 

 5th WHEEL HITCH WITH EZ SLIDE ROLLER - $300.00 OR B/O. 
 

 

Grizzly #G-1200 Floor Drill 

Press $150.00 or  Best Offer  60” Mitsubishi Console Plasma TV   

$50.00 or B/O  

 

 

WATERWAY POOL SAND PUMP SYSTEM  

(MOTOR, PUMP & FILTER - #520-5260) 

$100.00 TAKES ALL  

CLASSIFIEDS 
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*From the Bay County Health Department—2014 Florida Emergency Preparedness Guide 



                                                                   23                                      Bay County Currents 

 

Harvesting Safe Oysters – “From Bay to Table” 

L. Scott Jackson – UF/IFAS Bay County Extension – Florida Sea Grant Extension Agent 

Making oysters a healthy and sustainable seafood choice is the goal of oystermen and seafood dealers 
across the nation and the state of Florida. New education programs for the oyster industry went into effect 
January 1, 2014 and were implemented by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(FDACS) this past spring. FDACS oversees oyster resources and seafood dealer certification. More information 
about FDACS division Aquaculture can be found at http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/
Aquaculture . 

As our St Andrew Bay fall harvest areas reopen, many local oystermen are now viewing a new 25 minute 
video which is now required along with a Commercial Saltwater Products License to harvest oysters 
commercially. Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC) issues licenses for both commercial and 
recreational oyster harvesters and enforces laws related to harvesting. More information regarding proper 

licensing can be found online at http://myfwc.com/license . 

All harvesters can do their part to insure seafood safety by 
following important harvesting guidelines. These include time 
and temperature protocols in the collections and 
transportation of shellfish to the dealer or home. Also 
important, are harvest boat safety, condition, and sanitation 
practices. Protection of oyster resources through proper 
culling and following the 3” inch size limit is important to 
creating sustainable oyster resources. 

An Oyster Harvester Training Certificate for commercial 
harvesters is available to those who watch the video at the 
UF/IFAS Bay County Extension Office. Please call to setup an 
appointment. Other viewing locations are also available 

throughout the state. 

The training information is also appropriate for recreational harvesters even though it is not required. 
Recreational oyster harvest regulations and instructions can be found at http://myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/
recreational/shellfish . 

Seafood safety is of interest to everyone, including harvesters, seafood dealers, and consumers. Each year 
there are a relatively small number of serious cases of foodborne illness as result of shellfish consumption. 
Often illness is a result of poor choices made by consumers. Consumption of raw oysters or other shellfish is not 
recommended for individuals with compromised immune systems. Poor immune systems are often the result of 
liver-disease or when chemotherapy treatment is used. Patient diagnosed with diabetes, iron overload 
disease, and HIV/AIDS are also advised not to consume raw shellfish. 

New research also suggests another risk group are patients with acid reflux and digestive issues. Some over 
the counter and prescription medications, including antacids and proton pump inhibitors, increase stomach pH 
which allows more potentially harmful bacteria to survive ingestion, leaving patients at a higher risk for a 
variety of foodborne illnesses. The best advice is to consult your doctor if you have questions about whether 
consuming raw shellfish is appropriate for your health concern. Cooking is also a tasty way to safely prepare 
and enjoy shellfish.  

 

For additional guidance please visit http://safeoysters.org . 

Oysters on the half-shell ready to eat!  
Photo courtesy of Florida Sea Grant. 


