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Focus On... Planning and Zoning

Bay County Comprehensive Plan:
Evaluation and Appraisal Review
In June of 2011, the Florida Legislature passed the Community
Planning Act. It made significant changes to the existing growth
management rules, concurrency requirements, and other state
laws governing the development of land. One of the new rules
helped give local governments more discretion in whether they
need to update their local comprehensive plan every seven
years.
Before 2011, the State of Florida required each local
government with a Comprehensive Plan to review it every seven
years and assess the progress in implementing the plan. Now,
local governments must simply review their Comprehensive Plan
to reflect any new changes in state requirements since the last
Comprehensive Plan update.
The Planning and Zoning Division along with the Bay County
Planning Commission will be reviewing the existing
Comprehensive Plan
to see what can be
eliminated, amended,
OBJECTIVES
POLICIES
GOALS
and updated over the
next year. This will
likely also help bring
a review of the Bay County Land Development
Regulations. Staff is looking to amend the standards for
subdividing land, development order reviews, and other
development guidelines.
Submited by Bay County Planning and Zoning Division
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Parks & Recreation Division
The meeting for the 2016 Bay County Haunted Hayride
was held at Harder’s Park on August 18th.
 The Haunted Hayride will be October 21st & 22nd
 The rehearsal date of October 18th.
We do need volunteers! We need parking staff,
Pumpkin Patch booth attendants, drivers, guides and
actors. Remember the employee volunteer incentive:
 Work one night receive one day off
 Work two nights receive two days off
This year at the end of each night (after the ride is finished for the
night) we are asking all volunteers to sign out. At that time, your
name will be placed in a drawing. So if you work one night, you get
one chance to win. But if you work both nights; you will have two
chances to win the prize. You can ONLY sign yourself out and you
MUST stay until the end of the ride. We will have a drawing for
County Employee volunteers and a drawing for Non-County
Employee volunteers.

What are the prizes? The lucky County

Employee volunteer will win a Yeti cooler! The lucky Non-County
Employee

volunteer

will

win

a

Lit

cooler!

Thank

Sunjammers for the cooler donations!

Please contact Janie Lucas to
sign up to volunteer.
She can be reached at 784-4065 or
jlucas@baycountyfl.gov.
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Bay County Emergency Services

Danny Simmons has
Members of the Bay County Fire Rescue Honor
Guard posed as “Princes” for little girls without a

been promoted to
Lieutenant!!!

daddy-date at the 11th Annual Girls Inc Princess
Ball on August 27, 2016.

Pictured: FF Steven Whiters, Girls Inc Director
Niki Kelly, FF Chris Bowser, and Capt. Billy Writch.

It's a girl!
Say hello to Amelia Catherine Collier . . .
7lbs 6oz and 20.5 inches
of pure perfection!
Firefighter Ben Collier is one proud papa (and
correctly gives all the credit to Mama Michelle)!
We can't wait to meet her
and steal all the snuggles.
Congratulations, Ben!
(And we seriously can't even with
all these beautiful BCFR babies!)
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Bay County Emergency Services

Our First Responders are truly dedicated to their craft. For an EMT to be cleared to assist
our Charge Medics with peripheral IVs, they must first be cleared. Being cleared means practicing
on each other. The words "Are you kidding me?" come to mind. No, we are not!Several EMTs
attended training that included how to establish a live IV correctly and safely, spike bags, setup
flushes, draw up medications from vials and ampules, and put together pre filled syringes. The
training was conducted by Medics Bridgette Whately and Gina Jones and EMT Brett Justice.
EMTs who completed the training were:

 Jason Bowden
 Chris Bowser
 Josh Crundwell
 Brent Gibson
 Megan Lavery

 Brandon Luczaj
 Denis Peregoedov
 Sean Salty
 Taylor Weissbeck
 Alysia Word

(Please note that we usually require uniforms for training but waived the requirement due to the
nature of the training)
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Bay County Emergency Services
PLEASE JOIN US IN
CONGRATULATING OUR
PARAMEDIC GRADUATES!
We have some brilliant
folks who work for us.
These employees work full
time for either EMS or
Fire. They managed to
balance their work and
personal lives while
completing this intensive,
and exhausting, year-long
program.
Faith Pitts received
the
Academic
Excellence award and
Andrea
Marquez
received BOTH the
Skills and the Heart
award.
Also
graduating
were
Jared Sasnett, Alex
Pearce, and Nicolas
Dickinson.
We are
also grateful to the
employees who step
up to teach and
mentor these students. Gina Jones and Magnum Coker were the Adjunct and Preceptors
of the year respectively. Lieutenant Danny Page was the Keynote Speaker. The #BCFR
Honor Guard presented colors.
A special thanks to our partners at Gulf Coast State College, especially Dr. Dan Finley,
Rita Miller, Karen Stephens Tayes, and Greg May for your help and assistance to these,
and all, medic students!
Submitted by Brooke Powell, Emergency Services Training and Safety Coordinator
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”
Fall is a wonderful time of year. The leaves are changing, the kids are back to school, there’s football to
watch, apples to pick, pumpkins to carve and the weather is especially pleasant — lower humidity and better
sleeping temperatures. What’s not to love?
But fall is not without its share of hazards. So here are some tips to be prepared for whatever weather
challenges may come your way this season:
Floodwaters
In short, never drive through floodwaters! Fall can often times bring with it rainy weather, and heavy rains can
be a common occurrence as September and October are still part of hurricane season. So if you encounter
fast moving water or a flooded roadway as you are driving or walking, it’s best to turn around and find another
route. Abide by the “Turn Around, Don’t Drown” adage. You do not know the conditions under the water. All it
takes is 6 inches of moving water to make you fall. And keep children and pets from playing in floodwater.
Leaf Hazards
Leaves, while pretty, can pose hazards for motorists. Fallen leaves can gather on roadways and when they
become wet, they can create very slick conditions. Add freezing temperatures to the mix and your vehicle will
have zero tracking, similar to driving on an icy road. In addition, leaves can cover important road markings
(double yellow lines, for example) or deep pot holes. So it’s important to slow down when driving on a leafcovered roadway. And always give yourself plenty of room between you and the cars around you in case
anyone has to stop short. Children often play in leaf piles so be alert! Never drive through a pile of leaves.
Many “leaf peepers” are out on the roadways and many can be distracted by foliage vistas. Be alert to what
other motorists are doing. Keep your windshield free of leaves so as to not obstruct your view. And if you see
dried leaves peeking out from under the hood of your car, take a moment to pop it and clear them away
before you take your trip as they can obstruct ventilation holes and overheat your vehicle.
Reduced Visibility
With the days getting shorter, visibility when driving in the fall can be a challenge. Many people walk along
the side of the road at dusk with dogs, on horses or riding bicycles, and they can be difficult to see. School is
also in session so kids are out playing. Mornings tend to be foggy. Additionally, fall is a time when wildlife is
more active and on the move. Slow down when driving, especially on curvy or narrow roads where visibility
around corners is difficult, and pay attention to postings for animal crossings, and obey school zone speed
limits.
Weather Changes
Fall foliage hikes are fabulous. If you take a hike, be prepared for weather changes as you increase elevation.
It may be sunny at the base of the mountain but it could be cold and rainy or even snowy at the summit.
Dress in layers, and bring a wind breaker or waterproof shell, plenty of water, and never hike alone.
Water Safety
Many people like to take fall boat rides to see peak foliage. Even if things seem calm on the water, everyone
on board should wear a life jacket. Being submerged in water of any temperature for any length of time can
cause hypothermia and even the strongest swimmer can be weakened.
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Bay County Human Resources

2016 Health Fairs A Success!
In conjunction with Florida Blue, the Human
Resources Department with the Board of
County Commissioners completed two Health
Fairs in August. A total of 459 employees
completed their Health Risk Assessments this year, of which 335
were BOCC employees!
Thank you to everyone who participated! Your health is a lifelong
work in progress and we hope the information you obtained from
your assessment will give you insight into your personal path to a
healthy future.
9

Bay County Currents

10

Bay County Currents

Bay County Builders Services
Submitted by Stephanie Davis, Builders Services
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Service
Anniversaries
5 Veterans Services Div

Butler, Michael A.

5 Water Systems Division Lama, Anthony M.
5 Water Systems Division Lathrop, Sean
10 EMS Division

Smith, Lawrence E.

10 Planning & Zoning Div

Golden, Roy A.

10 Roads & Bridges Div

Erickson, Carl

15 EMS Division

Miller, Jonathan L.

15 Liberty County Library

Miller, Patricia A.

New Hires
Steven Kieffer - Utility Services
Joseph Flanagan - Engineering
David Geldert - Roads & Bridges
David Ross - Parks & Recreation
Stacey Adamson - Human Resources
Christopher Bourque - Parks & Recreation
John Mankowski - Wastewater Systems
Rita Cheatham - Veterans Services

Kimmy Brown

Paula M. Davis

Mark P. McDougald

Jennifer W. Shuler

Christopher P. Smith

Megan M. Keller

Danny R. Graham

Katherine M. Beatson

Sean J. Salaty

Christopher J. Lee

Thomas A. Arnold

Joyelle R. Linton

Chris K. French

Marc H. MacLean

Lisa A. Ferrara

Eddie L. Bozeman

Robert D. Nowaczyk

Jarred L. Hobbs

Alysia N. Word

Matthew D. Carter

Steven M. Kieffer

David L. Stallworth

Misty M. Russ

Chris P. Davis

Michael J. Dean

Nathan A. Stow

Bradley S. Monroe

Carol B. Hoots

Rosella J. Day

Bridgette I. Whately

Chiquita Jacobs

Jose A. Cantres

Adam C. Boyer

Ricky J. Smith

Barney L. McCosh

Sidney E. Goins

Julie Schumacher

Eddie A. Kemp

Deborah L. Cuthbert

Brandy D. Bowden-Brock

Janet A. Psikogios

Paul K. Beauchene

Travis L. Rifenburg

Billy F. Bibbs

Roger C. Jones

Timothy R. Suggs

Joseph B. Smith

Joseph F. Coatney

Michelle L. Bass

Michael Bonnin
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Fall Gardening

By: Julie McConnell

As the worst of the summer heat starts to
wane, now is a good time to plan your fall
vegetable garden. There are some warm
season crops that we can replant in Bay
County that will survive until the first hard
frost and other plants that require cool
weather to grow.
Some warm season plants that you might
consider for your fall garden are tomatoes,
peppers, bush beans, cucumbers, and
summer squash. These plants can be
grown twice a year in north Florida,
typically in the spring after the last frost and
then again in the late summer as long as
they are given enough time to produce
before cold weather arrives.
We also can enjoy our cool season crops
that need the cooler weather to perform
well and are not recommended for the
spring and summer. Some of these are
broccoli, cabbage, carrots, collards, kale,
lettuce, mustard, and radishes.
If you are interested in learning more about
Fall Vegetable Gardening there will be a
free workshop at the UF/IFAS Extension
Bay County Office on Saturday, September
17th taught by local Master Gardeners.
There is no charge, however, we ask that
everyone register so that we can have
enough handouts available.

You can sign up by calling our office at
850-784-6105 or go online at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-vegetable-gardening-seminar-tickets-27128318531
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