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Bay County Solid Waste Division
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Robert Carroll
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The Crew
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On average, the Bay County Solid Waste Division disposes of approximately
213,000 tons of waste. A consider able amount of this waste is pr ocessed by the
Bay County Waste-to-Energy facility.
In Bay County, almost all of the combustible household and commercial waste is
processed at the Bay County Waste-to-Energy (WTE) facility and is converted
into electrical energy. On average, the facility produces in excess of 60,000
megawatts of power each year. This is enough energy to provide power to
thousands of households. In addition to the electrical power generated from the
combustion process, all of the metals, both ferrous and non-ferrous, are extracted
from the ash residue and recycled.

Philip “Griff” Griffitts
District V
Commission
Meetings
September 5th & 19th
Bay County
Government Center

Bay County receives recycling credits for the electrical energy produced by the
combustion process. In addition to normal disposal operations, the Solid Waste
Division hosts waste amnesty events twice a year, once in the spring and again in
the fall. The amnesty events serve multiple purposes, it allows the citizens of Bay
County a no cost option to clean and beatify their properties by removing
unsightly yard debris, and it keeps chemicals and other items out of the waste
stream. During our last amnesty event, we had almost 1200 vehicles cross the
scales and took in 457 tons of waste. In addition to our normal waste stream, we
also accepted 15 pallets of household chemicals, 30 gallons of paints, and 1356
tires.
Continued on page 2
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Bay County Solid Waste Division
The disposal of waste tires is especially beneficial. Waste tires are
ideal breeding habitats for mosquitos. With the outbreak of the
Zika virus in Florida, this is a huge concern. During this last year,
the Solid Waste Division began working with Bay County
Mosquito Control to initiate a “Tire Amnesty Program”. Under the
tire amnesty program, residents can dispose of up to 10 tires at a
time at no charge. Since the program started, we have taken in
over 11,000 tires that may have otherwise been left on residential
properties as breeding sites for mosquitos.

Rose Day, Weigh Master

The next amnesty event is scheduled for September 29th & 30th,
2017. In addition to the normal waste that we receive, we are
asking residents to bring us their waste tires and derelict boats,
both of which may provide breeding grounds for mosquitos.

Parks & Recreation Division
 The 2017 Bay County’s Haunted Hayride will be held
on October 20th (Friday night) and October
21st (Saturday night).
 The Pumpkin Patch will be held on
Saturday evening October 21st from 5:30pm –
8:30p.
As in the past, we would like to encourage
everyone’s participation in the Haunted Hayride.
We have a place for everyone! Email Janie
Lucas or call her at 248-8730 or 819-2546.
Let’s continue to make each year bigger and better!
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Bay County Human Resources
POSSIBLE CHANGE IN PAY STUB
DISTRIBUTION
In August 2016, the new Employee Access Center (EAC) was rolled
out to BOCC employees so that you could access your personal payroll
records to verify leave balances, leave uses, year to date pay information, check history, W-2’s and more.
Since the EAC has been so well received, we are contemplating no longer issuing paper pay stubs effective
January 1, 2018. However, we will continue to issue checks to the few that still receive paper checks. We would
like your feedback by the end of September prior to making this decision. Please contact Pam Whitfield in
Human Resources at pwhitfield@baycountyfl.gov or feel free to call her at 248-8203 to share your comments.
REMINDER: To access your EAC
Log in to https://eac.spihost.net/bac/eac5brd/Login.aspx. Your User ID is your payroll I.D. number which you can
obtain from the payroll clerk in your Department. Your password can be either your entire social security number
or the last four number of your social security number.

2018 MEETING SCHEDULE
Wednesday, September 27

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

EOC – Emergency Services
Solid Waste/Shooting Range Meeting Room

2:30 p.m.

Utilities – Transmitter Road

4:00 p.m.

Roads & Bridges

9:00 a.m.

BOCC Chambers – Government Center

1:00 p.m.

Retirees – HR/Risk Training Room

3:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation – Parks Crew Building

Friday, September 29

7:00 a.m.

Tyndall AFB – AWT Facility

Monday, October 9

8:00 a.m.

Library

Thursday, September 28

Please mark your calendars now to attend one of these “Know Your Benefits” meetings so you
will be well informed for 2018 and ready to make any desired changes during our open
enrollment period October 16 through October 30, 2017.
For Questions Call the Office of Human Resources at 248-8201
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...This Happened...Bay County Emergency Services

To see this story visit:
http://www.mypanhandle.com/news/
bigs-with-badges-recruits-firstresponders-to-be-mentors/788731974

Firefighter Justin Leach shared this
sweet message on August 22, 2017:

“Today marks a very special
day. I have legally adopted my
youngest son. I have been his
father since he was 3 months
old, only now I am officially on
his birth certificate. This little
guy’s name is now
Landon Walker Leach.”

Fire Chief Marcus Vigil
(“Big With A Badge”)

Congratulations to Justin and wife Amber!

Born On
8/23/17
6 lbs 9.7 oz
Addison Brianna Crane
19” of
Congratulations
BEAUTY
Firefighter Josh Crane!
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Bay County Emergency Services

Bay County Emergency Services has been monitoring the efforts in Texas and Louisiana from
Harvey. We have been asked by Florida State Emergency Response Team to help spread the
word about the current donation issues. Texas has yet to identify any needs for donations and at
this point has no ability to deal with any donations they receive, no matter how well-intentioned.
Please help get the word out that right now that the best way to assist is through cash donations
to a recognized charity. Here is a link where you click to donate: http://www.nvoad.org

Did you know our
emergency apparatus
are equipped with pet
oxygen masks?

Captain Wayne Gilmore, &
Firefighter Nick Dickinson

PETS
SAVED

EMS and Bay County
Fire Rescue worked
together on August
3rd to rescue a litter
of puppies from a
structure fire.

Medic Gina Jones

All of the puppies were adopted!
For more information on pet oxygen masks,
go to http://www.petoxygenmasks.org/.
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Bay County Emergency Services

For the past two years, Bay County Firefighters have played the role of “Prince Charming” at
the Annual Girls’ Inc. of Bay County’s Princess Ball.
"There's some girls here whose fathers can't be here due to deployments, work, life, certain
circumstances, and we're here to fill in. We are here to escort them around, show them a
good time and let them know they are appreciated," Firefighter Christopher Bowser said.
Over 400 princesses and their dads attended the gala.
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Bay County Emergency Services
September is recognized as National Preparedness Month which ser ves as a r eminder
that we all must take action to prepare, now and throughout the year, for the types of
emergencies that could affect us where we live, work, and also where we visit.
As Texas and Louisiana recover from the devastation of Hurricane Harvey, we as Bay County employees
need to make sure we are prepared to weather any storm. Throughout the month of September, Bay County
Emergency Services will be posting preparedness messaging on our social media platforms.
This September, National Preparedness Month (NPM) will focus on planning, with an overarching theme
“Disasters Don’t Plan Ahead. You Can.”
We should all take action to prepare! We are all able to help first responders in our community by training
how to respond during an emergency and what to do when disaster strikes — where we live, work, and visit.
The goal of NPM is to increase the overall number of individuals, families, and communities that engage in
preparedness actions at home, work, business, school, and place of worship.

The time to plan is now!
 Download the FEMA app for disaster resources,
weather alerts, and safety tips:
https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app.
 Get a family disaster plan at:
http://www.floridadisaster.org/getaplan/
 Sign up for monthly preparedness text
messages: Text PREPARE to 43362 (4FEMA) to
receive monthly preparedness tips. (msg/data rates
apply)
 Like us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
BayCountyFLEmergencyServices
 Follow us on Twitter at:
https://twitter.com/baycountyem
 And be sure to sign up for AlertBay at:
alertbay.org!

And as always, if you have any questions, be sure to give us a call at 248-6040.

Did you know we have EMS
standby at all home football games?
This picture was taken at the season
kickoff of Bozeman vs. Rutherford.
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The Bay County Board of Commissioners
are sponsoring
Waste Amnesty Days on September 29 & 30, 2017
at the Steelfield Landfill 7 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
We will accept:











Do you have
any Fall
cleaning
to do ?

Appliances (Air Conditioners, Dryers, Stoves, Washer, etc.)
Construction & Demolition Debris (Concrete, Lumber, Sheet Rock, etc.)
Garbage (kitchen garbage, food stuff, etc.)
Household Hazardous Waste (Pesticides, Paints, Used Oil, Fluorescent Tubes, Antifreeze,
etc.)
Recyclables (Batteries, paper, plastic, metals, computers, cell phones, etc.)
Small Engine Containing Devices (Lawn mowers, weed eaters, edger's, etc.)
Tires
Trash (Furniture, carpet, clothes, etc.)
Yard Debris (grass clippings, leaves, tree trimmings, etc.)
Derelict Vessels (See below)

Regulations prohibit disposing of appliances, household hazardous waste, small engine containing devices and tires in landfills. The landfill accepts these items, but
must process them separately from other waste. If possible, please stage these
items in the load so that they can be dropped off at the designated area.
Tipping fees will not be waived for commercial customers. Commercial customers will be charged normal tipping fees.
All loads that arrive in commercial vehicles or trailers will be assumed to be commercial in origin and will be subject to
tipping fees.
If you have questions about what you can or cannot bring to the amnesty, please call Bay County Solid Waste at (850) 236-2212

NEW PROGRAM FOR FALL 2017—During this fall amnesty event, Bay County is targeting the clean up and disposal of tires
and derelict vessels/boats. If you have waste tires or junk boats and vessels on your residential (non-commercial) property,
please take advantage of our amnesty weekend to dispose of them at no charge. The removal of tires and vessels from private property will not only help beatify our area, it will assist the efforts of the Bay County Mosquito Control Division by removing potential mosquito breeding sites .
Tires - During this amnesty event, tires will not be limited to ten per customer. They will be accepted at any quantity
as long as it is from a residential/non-commercial address. * Note* The State of Florida requires a permit in order to
transport over 25 tires at a time.
Boats/Derelict Vessels - Can only be disposed of by lawful owner. All engines and holding tanks must be removed
prior to disposal. Boats with tanks or motors intact will not be accepted. If you have questions please call :
Bay County Solid Waste at (850) 236-2212
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September 2017

Builders Services

Are you thinking about renovating your home? Do you get ideas from watching home improvement shows on TV and
think “I can do that”? Well, you are not alone, however, before you start a project like this, you
should know exactly what you are getting into and below are some tips that will help you with
this.
RESEARCH AND ASK QUESTIONS – There are no stupid questions when it comes to
renovating your home, therefore call or visit the Building Department in your area and get the
answers to all of your questions and even more helpful information.
- Write out a scope of work, a list of everything you want to accomplish during the renovation. This will help you
determine multiple things, for example, an approximate cost for the project and whether or not you feel comfortable
doing the work yourself or if you should hire a contractor. This will also help the Building Department determine if you
need a design professional to assist with plans, if you are in a flood zone, adding square footage or renovating the
existing footprint and / or any other departments or agencies you may need to talk to.
- If you can get a copy of the original plans for your house, this will help you determine which walls are load bearing,
where the plumbing, electrical and mechanical is located or if you have rafters or trusses.
DO YOU NEED A BUILDING PERMIT – The best way to know for sure whether you need a permit or not is to take
your scope of work and plans to your jurisdictions Building Department and speak with a plans examiner. If you cannot
find the original plans to your house, draw a floor plan of the existing layout and the proposed layout and take pictures
if possible so they give you as much information as possible.
(There are additional factors that will determine if a building permit is needed)
Safety is the #1 priority for the Building Department so we take the time needed to make sure that you, the
homeowner, have the information you need to do the project correctly and meet Florida Building Code, Florida Statutes
and County Ordinances.
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On August 18, 2017 a group of students
graduated from the prestigious National
Emergency Management Advanced Academy.
The Advanced Academy is usually hosted at the
Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg,
Maryland; however, Florida has been granted the
approval to host its own Academy held at Camp
Blanding. This time opening it up to all of FEMA
Region IV, inviting only a few Emergency
Managers from each state in the region and even
one International student from Chile for this rare
training opportunity.

Bay County Emergency Services

28 students from FEMA Region IV graduated from the Advanced Academy program. Bay County
Emergency Management’s Scott Warner, Public Safety GIS/9-1-1 Specialist, was one of the
students.
Warner completed the four one week resident courses in the Advanced Academy including: A
Survey of Advanced Concepts in Emergency Management, Assessment and Application of
Professional Style in Emergency Management, Advanced Concepts and Issues in the Emergency
Management Organization and Advanced Concepts and Issues in the Emergency Management
Community and Profession. He was also required to complete a guided-research project.
The Advanced Academy instills emergency management professionals with a deeper
understanding of contemporary and emerging emergency management issues. It provides
insights, theories, tools and resources that enable decision-makers to think and act more
strategically and to build capacity to protect against, prepare for, respond to, recover from, and
mitigate all types of disasters.
Students learn skills critical to performing leadership responsibilities, such as program
management and oversight, effective communication at all levels, integrated collaboration and
strategic thinking. An added benefit of this collaborative learning environment is the
establishment of a peer network within FEMA Region IV and Internationally.
Attendance at the Advanced Academy is limited to applicants with at least three years of
emergency management experience and each go through a competitive application process to get
accepted.
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Parks & Recreation Division
Do you ever wake up in the morning feeling like the Walking Dead?
Great! We need zombies for the Haunted Hayride. We also need a Michael
Myers, Reagan from the Exorcist, Evil Doctor, insane patients, and creatures of all
sorts! Please contact Janie Lucas at 248-8730 or jlucas@baycountyfl.gov to sign up!
Remember your family members & friends can volunteer as well.
If you work both nights,
YOU RECEIVE 2 INCENTIVE DAYS!
If you work one night, YOU RECEIVE 1 INCENTIVE DAY

and if you work the Pumpkin Patch,
YOU RECEIVE ½ DAY INCENTIVE.

We had our first County meeting for the 2017 Haunted Hayride on August 17th. During
the meeting, we presented the awards to the 2016 Haunted site winners.

CONGRATULATIONS! Great Job!

Solid Waste Division won the award
for Best Design for the Haunted Farm

Parks & Recreation Division won the
award for Best in Show for the
Zombie Encampment and the
Scariest for the Cellar

Pictured accepting the award is
Michelle Runyon and
Deion Goodman

Pictured accepting the award is
Nathan Floyd and David Ross
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Kimmy Brown

Jarred L. Hobbs

Mark P. McDougald

Matthew D. Carter

Danny R. Graham

David L. Stallworth

Sean J. Salaty

Alessondra B. Galanti

Thomas A. Arnold

Chris P. Davis

Chris K. French

Nathan A. Stow

Robert D. Nowaczyk

Carol B. Hoots

Alysia N. Word

Bridgette I. Whately

Steven M. Kieffer

Jose A. Cantres

Michael J. Dean

Ricky J. Smith

Bradley S. Monroe

Sidney E. Goins

Rosella J. Day

Eddie A. Kemp

Adam C. Boyer

Brandy D. Bowden-

Barney L. McCosh

Paul K. Beauchene

Janet A. Psikogios

Thomas Harrell - Water Systems
Tyler Whittier - Water Systems
Susan Shallenberger - EMS
Matthew Nutz - Engineering
Cassie Allen - Waste to Energy
Preston Tucker - EMS
Jeffery Davis - EMS

5

Gulf Co Library

Kathryn Johnston

10

Fire Services

Gabriel Moschella Jr.,

Billy F. Bibbs

10

Fire Services

Williams, Travis R.

Paula M. Davis

Marysa C. Kirby

20

Public Info/
Court Efficiency

Paxton, Myra F.

Jennifer W. Shuler

Timothy R. Suggs

Megan M. Keller

Joseph F. Coatney

Don’t
Forget To
Smile!

Katherine M. Beatson Travis L. Rifenburg
Christopher J. Lee

Susan K. Sowell

Joyelle R. Linton

Roger C. Jones

Marc H. MacLean

Joseph B. Smith

Nicole S. Samuels

Michael Bonnin

Eddie L. Bozeman

Dustin M. Holtzclaw
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Cristi Karr (Solid Waste Div) Is Invited to...Russia?
Here it is in her own words…
It all started because I had to think outside of the box
to support my habit of Nubian Dairy goats. My
adventure began with a man named Enrique called
and asked if I could export dairy goats to him. I had
no clue, nor had I ever done it before! So, I said yes,
absolutely, no problem and thought, “Oh my
gosh. WHAT have I gotten myself into!” Because of
that one phone call, I have been exporting dairy goats
for about 10 years now.
Not too many shipments from that first one, I got a
call from a sweet Russian lady named Olga. Little did
Olga know how much she taught me! Her shipment
was the beginning of my goat shipments to
Russia. To date, I have exported several hundred
dairy goats to Russia under strict supervision of the
USDA, and shipped via air cargo. In my wildest
dreams, I never realized that I would have such an
impact in the dairy goat world with such a large
country.
January 2017 began a new adventure when my
husband and I were invited to go to Russia by the
Russian Agriculture Minister of Tula, Russia, Dmitry
Milyaev. They asked that I come and be a judge of
their first national dairy goat show. I was also asked to
teach a course of Diary Goat Confirmation and
Particulars of the Nubian Breed, as an expert
representing the USA. Of course we could not turn
down such an opportunity! All expenses paid trip to
Russia?! It seemed like a surreal offer. Honestly, I
didn’t believe it until I got the airline tickets a month
before we were supposed to leave. The catch? We
just had to get ourselves to JFK to catch our flight, get
a VISA and our passports situated.
And that was the beginning of a fairytale adventure
that landed me on the news. I got to judge the 1st
National Dairy Goat show in Tula, Russia, meet the
Russian people, eat their food, see their culture and
their beautiful country. What an awesome blessing
from God this was!
SEE THE STORY HERE
h p://www.wjhg.com/content/news/Panama‐City‐
Beach‐woman‐travels‐to‐Russia‐to‐judge‐goat‐show‐
441817383.html
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FOR SALE
Oak Finish
Broyhill bunkbeds
$175.00
2011 Jeep
Wrangler 17” tires
and rims -$400.00
2015 Kia Optima
16”rims. Never
used.

CALL BOBBY GIBBS(318) 235-7097
Free to Good Home:
Koi and Goldfish
need new homes.
Pond is being
removed.
Most are
adult sizes,
approx. 20 of
each available.

Please contact Lynn Elliott @ Library 522-2104
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During a recent program, a participant suggested that I offer
a class on boosting your immune system. I never thought
about teaching a class on this topic but when I think about it,
I have been doing it through the various nutrition classes I
already teach.
The words “immune system” usually come up when people
are sick such as a cold, the flu or if someone is going
through cancer treatment. So, what is the immune system?
The immune system functions throughout our body. Immune
cells recognize substances that enter our bodies and attempt
to remove them if they appear to be harmful to us. This is
one reason why good nutrition play a vital role in keeping
your body healthy. Research shows that consuming a healthy
diet is one of the best ways to nourish your immune system.
Protein is an excellent choice in the diet to help keep your
immune system healthy. It is a macronutrient and is needed
in large amounts. Make sure to get adequate amounts of
foods that are good protein sources as it is built from
building blocks called amino acids. A few amino acids,
known as essential amino acids, must come from food. It is
important to know that all protein is not alike. Animal

Are You Nourishing Your Immune System?
protein delivers all the amino acids we
need. There is also the protein that comes
from nuts, seeds, vegetables, grains, and
fruits but they lack one or more essential
amino acids.
If we do not get enough protein in our diet,
our bodies may produce less of certain
immune cells and increase susceptibility to
infections. Good protein choices include
lean beef, salmon, tuna, chicken, black
beans, mozzarella cheese, yogurt, milk,
almonds and eggs. Of course, meat,
salmon and poultry contains more protein
than almonds or eggs.
Continued on Page 20...
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Continued from Page 19…
Consume foods that contain
antioxidants such as Vitamins A &
E and Selenium. Vitamin A keeps
the skin and tissues of the mouth,
stomach, intestines and respiratory
system healthy. If you are not in
the nutrition and health profession,
you may not hear much about
selenium.
A
deficiency
in
selenium has been shown to
decrease immune cells diseasefighting power. Selenium is a trace
mineral and your body only needs
it in small amounts. Plant foods,
such as vegetables, are the most
common dietary sources of
selenium. How much selenium is
in the vegetables you eat depends
on how much of the mineral was
in the soil where the plants grew.
Brazil nuts are a very good source
of selenium. Fish, shellfish, red
meat, grains, eggs, chicken, liver,
and garlic are also good sources.
Meats produced from animals that ate grains or plants found in selenium-rich soil have higher levels of
selenium. Brewer's yeast, wheat germ, and enriched breads are also good sources of selenium.
The nutrients above are just a few that will help nourish your immune system. No one nutrient will do the
trick by itself. The key to staying healthy is to eat a well-balanced diet that includes---meat, poultry, fish,
vegetables, fruits, dairy, and whole grains. Reduce fat (especially saturated and trans fats), sugar, and sodium
in your diet.
Finally, exercise plays an important role to a healthy, strong immune system. Regular exercise, at least 30
minutes three to five times per week, helps your entire body by helping you maintain a healthy body weight.
Take steps now to nourish your immune system by choosing a healthier diet as well as exercising. For
additional information, visit these websites https://nccih.nih.gov/health/cancer or contact Dr. Moore at (850)
784-6105. An Equal Opportunity Institution. University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS) Extension, Nick T. Place, Dean.
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Why Buy
Happiness
When The
Library
Shares It.

Live
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Contact Katie Swanson, Animal Services, for tickets & more information.
kswanson@baycountyfl.gov or 850 767-3333
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