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Focus On... Facilities Management
The mission of the Facilities Management Division is to
provide superior service, innovative leadership, stewardship
and excellence in planning, design, minor construction,
operations and maintenance of Bay County’s physical
environment to support the County’s Mission. This mission
includes providing service to 75 buildings and 860,000
square feet of space.
The Division daily provides
preventative building maintenance, custodial services, currier
services, and grounds maintenance.
The Division also manages numerous large building
improvements. Some of the current projects underway
include: the transition into the new Courthouse Addition,
renovations to the existing courthouse, improvements to
three County Fire Stations, air conditioning improvements at
the Bay County Sheriff’s Office, and utility improvements at
the Bay County Health Department.
Over the past couple of years there has been an increase in
small facilities capital improvement projects managed by the
Facilities Management team. The
increased workload made the
establishment of a new position
necessary. Facilities Management
now
has
a
Small
Project
Coordinator, Mike Miller, on our
team to assist with the management
of these projects. Current projects
managed by the new position
include the Mosquito Control
reception area and restroom
renovations and the addition of a
veterinarian’s laboratory to the
Animal Control building.
Mike Miller
Small Project Coordinator

Continued...
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Focus On... Facilities Maintenance
Another big change in the Facilities Management Division for 2016 has been the
switch to Cartegraph as the new web based format for Facilities’ workload
management. This transfer was just another way for Facilities to maintain our sizable
workload while continuing to ensure our customer’s needs are met in a timely manner
and to the highest of standards.

The mailroom has been updated with easy to access, mail slots and all of the
supplies needed to take care of your FedEx and UPS mailing needs.
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Bay County Administration

As we approach the end of March, Ken Schnell and I want to give an update on some of the
employee input we received at the February meeting with Emergency Services employees and
steps that are being taken to explore or implement a few of the issues discussed. March’s
meeting feedback will be included in the next Newsletter.
EMS employees expressed concerns about their uniforms. In response to these concerns an
anonymous Doodle Poll survey has been developed and will be circulated among the EMS
employees. Once the poll is completed, a committee of EMS employees will review the
responses and make recommendations on new uniforms.
EMS employees also expressed concerns about the emergency panic buttons not working on
their radios, and the potential for this to affect employee safety. In response to these concerns
the programming template for EMS radios was reviewed and the problem identified. A new
programming template has been completed and radios are being reprogrammed to fix the
problem. Additionally, other enhancements have been made to the template that will improve
communication capabilities between EMS, Fire, and Law Enforcement personnel.
General Services will be hosting our next meeting on April 28th at 7:30am in the Roads and
Bridges Crew Assembly Room. Ken and I continue to look forward to meeting with all of you
over the next year.
Sincerely,

Bob Majka
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Parks & Recreation
During last years Haunted Hayride:
• We had around 6,000 people ride on trailers through the
wooded trail of 25 sites staffed with employees and family
members.
• We also had around 1,500 people join us in the free
Pumpkin Patch (for the kids).
• Over 135 Bay County volunteers setup & staffed the haunted sites; controlled
traffic & parking; provided security; sold tickets; and drove ticket holders through
the woods until well after Mid-night for 2-consecutive-nights.
• This year we raised $21,145 for Charity.
• The County Employees
voted for their top charity;
and these three (3) each
received a check in the
amount of $7,048; it is our
very simple way of saying
thank you for what you do
to help our families and
our community. (Bay
County Chapter of the
American Cancer Society
for Breast Cancer, Bay County Covenant Hospice and St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital )
• Without the support of the BOCC this would not have been possible; with your
support, we have been able to raise over $107K for charity since 2010.
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Parks & Recreation...
The Easter Bunny’s visit to Harders
Park was great fun! The Easter Bunny
had a big surprise for everyone. He bought
Mrs. Easter Bunny as well. Even though we
had some concerns about the weather, it did
not stop the Easter Bunny or the kids. We
hid over 7,000 eggs. We would like to send
a big “THANK YOU” to Engen for their
generous donation of Easter candy.
A
special “THANK YOU” to Ross Hatchell (the
Easter bunny), Joe Holden (Ms. Bunny) and
our Park staff who volunteered their time to
assist with the decorations and hiding eggs.
Also check us out on Facebook under Bay County, Florida Parks and Recreation

WOMAN’S CLUB
Of

PANAMA CITY

Past President of the Woman’s Club of Panama City,
Adelaide Ware, pictured with Commissioner Guy Tunnell
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Your healthcare just got a whole lot easier!
As you know effective January 1st, Bay County employees
became a part of an amazing new benefit…HealthiestYou. This
benefit gives employees with our health insurance, as well as
their dependents, access to a physician 24/7 via phone. Here’s
what some of our own Bay County employees had to say about
their experience using HealthiestYou:
“HealthiestYou is the best thing that’s come along. I was connected with
a Doctor in less than ten minutes. I was given a prescription that cleared
my symptoms without a doctor office visit, breathing treatments, etc. I
highly recommend HealthiestYou and this service saved me from paying
over $100 for a visit. Kudos to the County for providing this to the
employees.”- Sheila Faries, Purchasing
“My experience with HealthiestYou was better than expected as I was tempted to go to a walk-in clinic. I connected
to HealthiestYou and within minutes a Doctor called to discuss my symptoms and then he called me in a prescription
which was ready 10 minutes later. Three-dollars for my medicine and not a dime for speaking with the doctor! I
would definitely recommend HealthiestYou.”- Don Murray, General Services
“I used the HealthiestYou app twice in January and I received fast and friendly service each time. When I called, I
was told that a physician would return my call within an hour, however, each time I received the call within fifteen
minutes. My prescriptions were sent to the pharmacy quickly and accurately. I will certainly be using HealthiestYou
again when needed.”- Dana Wadsworth, Utilities
“On two separate occasions, I was having sinus/allergy issues and rather than going to a walk-in clinic, I decided
to try HealthiestYou. The physician contacted me both times within fifteen minutes. My prescriptions were ready in
twenty minutes and this saved me about $200 by not going to a walk-in clinic.”- Jason Domico, GIS
If you haven’t sign-up, it’s as easy as 1-2-3….
1. Download the app on your smartphone NOW! Click Here  Apple | Android
Make sure to select the menu button at the top left (3 horizontal lines) and update your member id, allowing
the app to pull in your network providers; as well as your medical plan deductible in real time to reflect your in
-network and out-of-network medical deductibles remaining for the year. Ensure your phone # is accurate as
well (this is the # the physician network will call you back on when you click Call Doctor.
Please Note:
Unfortunately, not all health plans are synced with the HealthiestYou app. Please skip the insurance
information and check the second line, “I accept the Terms & Conditions” and then click “Create Account”.
This will complete the setup.
2. Add the physician access # 866.703.1259 to your phone and the phone's of your dependents.
Your membership is verified using your personal information, so you will never need a group # or member # to
access service.
3. Register online at member.healthiestyou.com to enter your medical history.
Your registration credentials from the app will NOT be the same on this portal. To verify your information, click
Access Telehealth, then enter the primary member’s Last Name, Date of Birth, Zip Code and hit Lookup.
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Bay County Builders Services
SAFETY MONTH
MAY 2016
Building Safety Month is a public awareness
campaign to help individuals, families and
businesses understand what it takes to create safe
and sustainable structures. The campaign
reinforces the need for adoption of modern, model
building codes, a strong and ef icient system of code
enforcement and a well‐trained, professional
workforce to maintain the system.
The important role code of icials play in public
safety in the built environment comes from
the President of the United States, governors,
mayors, county executives and other
government
of icials
and
construction
industry professionals. The Building Safety
Month campaign helps to improve public
safety by increasing awareness about how
building codes and code of icials improve and protect the places where we live,
learn, work, worship and play.
All communities need building codes to protect their citizens from disasters like
ires, weather‐related events and structural collapse. Model building codes are
society's best way of protecting homes, of ices, schools,
manufacturing facilities, stores and entertainment
venues. Code of icials work day in and day out to keep
the public safe. Building Safety Month is a month‐long
celebration of all aspects of building safety that helps
families, employers and leaders understand and
appreciate the best practices that keep the places safe.
Submitted by Stephanie Davis
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Bay County Emergency Services
Liane Harding, Paramedic, EMS was recently appointed
to a three-year term on the Downtown Improvement
Board, whose mission is to continue the growth and
economic development of the Downtown corridor.
Downtown has long been the center of business,
government, law and financial services in the region, as
well as a center of tourist and visitor activity. The
pedestrian friendly community offers workers, residents,
tourists, visitors and shoppers a wide variety of exciting
educational, cultural and entertainment alternatives.
Historic Downtown Panama City is an art and history
lover's paradise. It has been named 'Sixth Best Small Arts
Towns in the United States', and offers an enclave of
private galleries and boutiques housed in vintage
buildings offering rich historical detail. Liane opened
Main Street Antiques at 535 Harrison Avenue in
November 2015.

Bay County Fire Rescue firefighters
completed their annual agility testing at the
beginning of March. The test mimics
different physical challenges that our
firefighters face on the job.
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For the fifth year in a row, the Bay County Water Treatment Plant has
been

selected

to

receive

the

annual

Plant

Operations Excellence Awa rd from the Department
of Environmental Protection {DEP) in recognition of
outstanding

treatment

plant

operation,

maintenance and compliance.

Page 1 of 2

Reuben Thompson, Adrian Lewis, Bobby Gibbs, Commissioner Mike Nelson,
Chris Fritze, William Sumner, Sean Lathrop… Great work Guys!!!
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Geographic Information Systems

GIS Creates an Application to
Streamline Hydrant Inspections
Working in conjunction with Emergency Management officials, GIS created an
editable web map which facilitates the tracking of hydrant inspections. The web
map is designed for fire fighters to enter hydrant inspection data in the field using
mobile devices or in the office using a desktop computer. In the case where
mobile devices are not available, fire fighters have the option to log their field
inspections and then enter the data upon their return to the fire station. As part of
the inspection process, a point is added to the web map indicating an inspection
has been completed. Popups are configured so that the user can retrieve the
current attributes of the hydrant. Then comparing to the inspection data, the user
updates the attributes that have changed into the Hydrant Inspection fields.

Chris Mather, GIS Programmer Analyst, designed a custom Python script that runs
hourly on a server capturing changes in the editor tracking time stamp. The script
then looks for the closest hydrant to the inspection point and performs a spatial
join, looking for changes in the attributes between the Hydrant features and the
Hydrant Inspection features. Changes in the attributes of the Hydrant features are
updated by passing in the updated information from the Hydrant Inspection
features.
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”
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UF/IFAS Bay County Extension Offering New Florida Master Naturalist Class
L. Scott Jackson, UF/IFAS Bay County Sea Grant Extension Agent
I have spent many weeks at 4-H camp working with kids teaching them how to fish, discovering what makes a
wave, and exploring what lives at the greatest ocean depths. But what happens when you’re not 8 - 12 years
old anymore – and you are more like 28 - 72? Where do you go to learn about ecology?
You could go to college and take courses – you could explore on the internet
or read a good book. But there’s another alternative I want to tell you about –
non-formal adult education.
There’s no college entrance requirement. You don’t have to worry about
whether you’re smart enough (or maybe you’re too smart!). You just have to
be 18 or older. The only other requirements of students are enthusiasm,
attendance, and completion of group final projects. That’s it!
The Florida Master Naturalist Program is a non-formal adult education class
that prepares you to share with others about our local environment. We will be providing the Uplands
(Forestry) Module beginning May 5 at our UF/IFAS Bay County Extension Office. We will have time off for
Memorial Day and the 4th of July. Our classes will be team taught by Extension Agents and Agency
Specialists from Northwest Florida. Please see class schedule for times and details.
(See Course Offerings at www.masternaturalist.org )
Through classroom, field trip, and
practical experience, this module
provides instruction on the general
ecology, habitats, vegetation types,
wildlife, and conservation issues of
Upland Habitats in Florida Hardwood Forests, Pinelands, Scrub,
Dry Prairie, Rangelands and Urban
Green Spaces. The program also
addresses society’s role in uplands,
develops naturalist interpretation
skills, and discusses environmental
ethics.
While the ecology of Florida’s
ecosystems is an integral part of the
program, we do not attempt to create
experts in biology or any other discipline. Rather, we hope to initiate and inspire a life-long process of
learning, observation, and sharing with others.
Con nued...
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Con nued... The total training consists of 40 contact hours. Classroom learning includes 4 instructional
videos and 12 presentations. We will also have three field trips.
Florida Master Naturalist Program Upland Habitats Video Series: Flor ida’s Pine
Habitats, Florida’s Hardwood Forests, Florida’s Scrub, Dry Prairie, Rangelands,
Upland Habitats in the Modern Human Society
Florida Master Naturalist Program Upland Habitats Presentation Series:
General Ecology of Upland Habitats, Pineland Communities, Hardwood Forests and
Urban Green Spaces, Scrub, Dry Prairie and Rangelands, Birds I & II, Mammals,
Herptofauna (Amphibians and Reptiles), Invertebrates I & II, Environmental Ethics,
Naturalist Interpretation
What is the cost and what is included in the registration fee?
Certificate of completion and registration in the University of Florida IFAS database for Florida Master
Naturalists as a FMNP Upland Habitats Naturalist; FMNP/University of Florida IFAS Embroidered Patch and
FMNP Upland Habitats lapel pin; FMNP Student Workbook that contains comprehensive information
regarding Florida Upland
Habitats, plant and animal
life, naturalist interpretation,
green living, and additional
sources of information. We
will also provide snacks and
lunch. Additionally, all fees
for field trips are included in
the registration fee.
For more information, contact the Extension Office at 850-784-6105 or visit www.masternaturalist.org to
register and for additional class details.
An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS Extension, University of Florida, Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences, Nick T. Place, Dean for UF/IFAS Extension. Single copies of UF/IFAS Extension
publications (excluding 4-H and youth publications) are available free to Florida residents from county UF/
IFAS Extension offices.
Florida Master Naturalist Students
will discover a variety of Uplands
Ecosystems through Field Trips,
Classroom Presentations, and
Group Projects. Photo courtesy of
UF/IFAS Extension.
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Bay County Public Library
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Bay County Public Library
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Service
Anniversaries
5

EMS Division

Lundeen, James L.

1

Daniel S. Simmons, Paula A. Boone

5

Engineering Division

Hester, Vonda L.

2

Janet D. McDermott

5

Wastewater Systems Division Bock, Albert

3

Mikail M. Simmons

10 EMS Division

Melvin, Kevin P.

4

Lindsey L. Grabbe, Michael J. Weis

10 Fire Services Division

Gilmore, Wayne A.

5

Colleen A. Seigler, Larry P. Hawks,
Tracey L. Meadows

10 Roads & Bridges Division

Taylor, Cathy L.

6

Edward L. Bryan, Liane -. Harding

15 Roads & Bridges Division

Wilkerson, Louis O.

20 Bay County Library

Carter, Janet E.

7

Raymond Johns, Reginald F. Johnson,
Sharon K. Gurrera

20 Builder's Services Division

Hallisey, Daniel J.

8

Darrel S. Wise

9

James H. Mahaffey

New Hires
Jason Figlinski - Building Code Officer I
John Pantages - Full Time EMT
Michele Thomas - Builder's Services Specialist
Matthew Carter - Full Time EMT
Reginald Johnson - Mosquito Control Technician
William Rieger - OPS EMT
Jeff Grindle - Facilities Maintenance Foreman I
Daniel Dick - Maintenance Worker

11 Katherine K. Ashman, Suzanne S. Cox
13 Timothy C. Jones
15 Carla J. Ransdell
16 Amanda N. Fox, Steven A. Potter, Thomas W. Odom
17 Shawn W. Ramsey
20 James F. Thomas, Rainbow Thacker
21 Cynthia M. Weeks
22 Alex R. Pearce, Robert E. Kirby
23 Michael A. Serpas
24 Michele F. Thomas

Stephen Dellies - Assessment Coord. & Asset Mgr.
Paul Milam - Maintenance Worker
Robert Cotton - Equipment Operator
Megan Keller - Animal Services Veterinarian
If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify
Kimmy Brown at: kbrown@baycountyfl.gov.
This needs to be done the month before...

25

Matthew R. Gothard, Scott J. Howard,
Steven O. Simpson

27 Theresa A. Hill
28 Jeremy A. Brooks
29 Emily G. Sewell, Travis R. Williams
30 Frances M. Arnold
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CLASSIFIEDS
Main Street Antiques on
Harrison
4000 square feet-antiques, vintage and
collectables.

535 Harrison Avenue
850-640-3390
M-S 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
10% off with Military ID
(some jewelry exclusions)
Owner, Liane Harding,
Paramedic, EMS

Please share any ideas that you
have for the
“Bay County Currents”, or the
bulletin board in the
rotunda at the Gov Ctr
with Kimmy Brown
850 248-8272 or
kbrown@baycountyfl.gov

SPECIAL OFFER FOR BAY
COUNTY EMPLOYEES:
 Clean 4 rooms, get the 5th
free – or –
 Clean 4 rooms, get 2 rooms
Scotchgard free – or –
 Clean sofa and loveseat get
recliner/chair free
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CLASSIFIEDS
Grill Master Competition &
Kickball Tournament
April 30, 2016 9:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m.
Oakland Terrace Park 11th Street
Wanna show your off “skillz on the grill?” How about earning bragging rights
AND the title of “Grill Master!” Bay County employees and their families have been
invited to the 2nd Bi-Annual Municipal Grill Master Competition & Kickball
Tournament. This event will take place on April 30th at Oakland Terrace Park on
11th Street and WE NEED YOUR HELP to represent Bay County in this endeavor.
A trophy will go to the Grill Master who receives the most donations from those
who taste their specialty. The meat (ribs, chicken, and possibly other meats that
are within reason) will be provided and you can either bring your own grill or one
can be provided to you; however you must sign-up and indicate if you will be
bringing your grill or if you need one to be provided.
The kickball tournament begins at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 1:00 p.m. Each team
needs a minimum of 8 people and we are in dire need of volunteers for players,
referees, and “esprit” employees to emcee from the score booth. Although this is a
joint effort with Panama City, Panama City Beach, Lynn Haven and Callaway, we
want to show’em that BAY COUNTY IS THE BEST!!!!!☺☺ There will be jumpy
houses, snow cones and popcorn for your enjoyment!
This event is totally FREE and all proceeds given will go to benefit the United Way
of Bay County. So bring your families out for a day of food,
fun and fellowship.
The deadline to sign-up for the Grill Master contest or
the Kickball team is Friday, March 25th.
Please email me at dwoods@baycountyfl.gov or
you may call me at 248-8203.
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