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Focus On… Budget
It’s hard to believe that we are already
30 days into the new budget prep cycle
for FY 2014. It never ceases to amaze
me how quickly time comes around to
prepare another fiscal year budget; and
we’re only halfway through the current
year!
The Budget Office had its annual budget
kickoff in March; we discussed the current
economic environment and what the upcoming budget year potentially holds for
the County. The County faces yet another crucial budget cycle for FY 2014, with revenues appearing to once again fall short of expenditures, there is little to no cash reserves left to fill the gap. So, other means of revenue generation or expenditure cuts
are being considered.
All is not bad news! All around the community we are seeing signs of construction.
Property values look to be stabilizing, while businesses are expanding. This means
that property tax revenues could be on the up! But, the kicker is we will see revenue
for it the year after next. Why? While the economic environment appears to be
gaining ground we don’t get to collect ad valorem for that activity until the following
fiscal year that it hits the tax rolls. Example: If construction is completed during 2013,
we would collect the property tax on it for FY 2014. But if that construction holds over
to 2014, then the revenues will come in FY 2015!
So…we have one more year until we really see an uptick in revenues. And that’s what
makes every budget cycle interesting. Every year is different with new challenges to
solve. Still, one thing remains constant. We are able to get things done for our citizens
and visitors while maintaining a high level of service with our hardworking county employees and teamwork. And THAT is something you can’t budget!
That being said, Bay County’s future is looking bright!
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County Manager’s Corner
The Florida Legislature is in session, and as always, we pay attention to see what they might do to
us this year. Once again the Florida Retirement System is under scrutiny, with several bills filed that
would basically require new hires to go under the “defined contribution”, or investment, side of the
program. Currently employees have the option of participating in either the defined benefit or defined contribution side of FRS, but the state is seeking to remove that choice. Again, neither of the
bills filed would address current enrollees, who would remain vested in their current program. Still,
I would urge all involved to keep an eye on the House and Senate in Tallahassee to see what else
might roll out of there. Democracy in action.
On another note, thanks to all who helped deal with the annual invasion of the spring breakers. Included in that of course are folks at Parks and Traffic who were at the tip of the spear! Thank goodness another season is in the books…now on to Thunder Beach!!
Ed Smith
County Manager, Bay County

PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION

The Easter Bunny’s visit to Harders Park was great fun! The Easter Bunny had a big surprise for everyone. He
brought Mrs. Easter Bunny as well. Even though we had some concerns about the weather, it did not stop the
Easter Bunny or the kids. We hid over 6,000 eggs. We would like to send a big “THANK YOU” to Engen for
their generous donation of Easter candy. A special “THANK YOU” to Ross Hatchell (The Easter Bunny),
Dan Sawyer, his wife & daughter, and our Park staff who volunteered their time to assist with the decorations
and hiding of eggs.
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No Spring “Break” for Traffic Control
PROBLEM SOLVED!
Thanks for all that you do:
Keith Bryant, Bob Edmunds,
David Tharp and Gerry Kearney
During the 2013 Spring Break season the Traffic Management Center (TMC)
personnel developed a 24 hour a day/ 7 day a week schedule for the TMC Operations. They also established lines of communications with local law enforcement so
that TMC could share their information and the officers could advise them of traffic
problems they were having in the field. Through their effort they were able to adjust
signal timing to facilitate increased traffic movement both to and from the Spring
Break high traffic areas. These efforts were recognized by both the Sheriff ’s Office
and Panama City Beach as being a big help in reducing traffic congestion and improving safety conditions. These efforts were also documented in a Travel Channel
story on Spring Break at Panama City Beach.
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Lets hear it for..............................

Janie Lucas’ granddaughter Isla
at the Easter Egg Hunt
Congratulations to Kevin &
Laura Shaw on the birth of their
daughter:
Sarah Grace Shaw
Born March 27, 2013
At 3:21 a.m., 6 lbs, 9 oz. 19 “

Plant a Seed Class
Come on out and join Cooperative Extension & the Library for Family Night on
April 16, 2013 at 6 p.m. at the Bay County
Library. Join us for gardening stories &
crafts.

FRS Seminars
Nearing Retirement in the FRS
April 23, 2013 3:30—5 p.m.
Roads & Bridges 4741 Firetower Road
FRS Financial Planning Workshops
April 24, 2013
Nearing Retirement in the FRS
10-11:30 a.m.
Cash & Debt Management
2-3:30 p.m.
HR/Risk Management Training Room

Page 5

Bay County Currents

Page 6

Bay County Currents

Bay County Currents

Page 7

Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

APRIL IS DISTRACTED DRIVING AWARENESS MONTH
“Driving and Texting can prove to be RISKY BUSINESS”
Distracted driving is any activity that could divert a person's
attention away from the primary task of driving. All distractions endanger driver, passenger, and bystander safety.
These types of distractions include:
Texting
Using a cell phone or smartphone
Eating and drinking
Talking to passengers
Grooming
Reading, including maps
Using a navigation system
Watching a video
Adjusting a radio, CD player, or MP3 player
But, because text messaging requires visual, manual, and
cognitive attention from the driver, it is by far the most
alarming distraction. The best way to end distracted driving
is to educate all Americans about the danger it poses.

Key Facts & Statistics:
 18% of injury crashes in 2010 were reported as distraction-affected
crashes.
 Text messaging creates a crash risk 23 times worse than driving
while not distracted.
 Sending or receiving a text takes a driver's eyes from the road for an
average of 4.6 seconds, the equivalent-at 55 mph-of driving the
length of an entire football field, blind.
 Headset cell phone use is not substantially safer than hand-held use.
 Driving while using a cell phone reduces the amount of brain activity
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associated with driving by 37%.
For more information, visit The U.S. Government’s official website for distracted driving at www.distraction.gov.
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Service Anniversaries
10 Years
Sharon Gurrera

Gulf County Library

Karen Grindle

Purchasing Division

Michael Kelley

Roads & Bridges

5 Years
Richard Simonson

Information Technology

1

Paula Boone

Brenda Butcher

Liberty County Library

4
5
6

Michael Weis, Lindsey Grabbe
Larry Hawks
Edward Bryan

Chiquita Jacobs

Liberty County Library

John Bland

Fire Services Division

Jonas Suggs

Retail Water Systems

Larry Moyer

Wastewater Systems Div

Larry Mathis

Roads & Bridges

Daniel Massoni

Roads & Bridges

Matthew Bland

Animal Control Division

8 Sharon Gurrera, Raymond Johns
11 Suzanne Cox
13 Timothy Jones
16 Steven Potter, Amanda Fox
17 Ashley Daniels
18 Stanley Fenton

Welcome Aboard ~ March New Hires!

20 Bill Olasin, Rainbow Thacker

Amanda Fox

Animal Control

21 Brenda Thacker

Kristel Erkal

Bay County Library

22 Alex Pearce

Regina Burgess

Liberty County Library

23 Jay More, Steven Bowman
25 Steven Simpson, Matthew Gothard

Alice Conniff

Panama City Beach Library

Ted Myron

Parks & Recreation

27 Theresa Hill

Wendall Kelly

Roads & Bridges

28 Paul Lackemacher
29 Travis Williams

Steven Simpson

Roads & Bridges

30 Michelle Arnold

Shawn Walker

Roads & Bridges

Michael Watson

Traffic Engineering

Ian Huntsberger

GIS

If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov.
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Preserving Your Harvest Year Round An educational program for people who want to
know how to preserve foods
April 17, 2013 – Canning Basics - Participants
will learn the importance of preserving food
and how food preservation methods work,
the difference between low acid and high
acid foods, safe and unsafe canning methods, selecting the right canning equipment
and canning process. Registration from 9:30 –
10:00 a.m. Cost – FREE. Location - UF/IFAS
Bay County Extension Office, 2728 E. 14th
Street, Panama City

May 4, 2013 – Canning Basics (Same as April
17th class)- Participants will learn the importance of preserving food and how food
preservation methods work, the difference
between low acid and high acid foods, safe
and unsafe canning methods, selecting the
right canning equipment and canning process. Registration from 9:30 – 10:00 a.m. Cost –
FREE. Location - UF/IFAS Bay County Extension Office, 2728 E. 14th Street, Panama
City

A p r I l
Calendar
04/03/2013

GCSC Division of Visual & Performing
Arts Scholarship Auditions

04/05/2013

Aaron Bessant Park Grand Opening
Concert Featuring Panama City POPS
Orchestra and ending with a fireworks
display

04/05/2013

Friday Fest: Downtown Panama City

04/06/2013

It’s a Spring Thing
Camp Helen State Park

04/06/2013

Birding with the Audubon
Panama City Beach Conservation Park

04/09/2013

HAIR, The musical.
Marina Civic Center

04/17-04/21 Seabreeze Jazz Festival: Pier Park
www.seabreezejazzfestival.com
04/18/2013

Little Sun Dress Party;
Boat Yard

04/19-04/22 Cajun Fest!
Schooners
04/20/2013

St. Andrews Bay Saltworks Raid
Reenactment: Across the street from
328 Beach Drive

04/27/2013

Beaches, Bugs & Buses
Spinnaker Beach Club: VW car show
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Submitted by: Marjorie Moore, Ph.D.

Extension News
Thyme to Use Herbs
We recently held our spring More Cooking with Herbs program that featured lots of information on herb gardening, seafood selection and safety, using herbs on seafood, the sodium/salt connection to hypertension, and
using a bread machine to make herb breads. Participants got a chance to taste fourteen food items using herbs.
Many people are hesitant when it comes to cooking with fresh herbs because they are unsure of which ones and
how much to use, how to prepare the herbs, and when to add during cooking. Using fresh herbs in cooking is a
great way to minimize salt and other food additives, yet add new flavors to your dishes.
There is no general rule on how much to use. Most recipes specify an amount in the list of ingredients. Keep in
mind that it is okay to use more or less than the recipe calls for, but until you know how your taste buds will
react to the flavor of the herbs, it is best to start with small amounts and add more if desired.
If you don't have a recipe to follow, start with ¼ teaspoon and add more as needed to reach your ideal flavor.
You don't want the herbs to overpower the other flavors in the dish. When doubling a recipe, do not double the
herbs or spices. Increase their amounts by 1½. If a recipe calls for dried herbs, you can substitute fresh herbs.
Dried herbs are stronger than fresh herbs so you will need to use more of the fresh herbs. If the recipe calls for 1
teaspoon of dried crushed herbs or ¼ teaspoon of powdered herbs, use 3 teaspoons (1 tablespoon) of fresh.
The Italian Salad Dressing Mix recipe below is a good way for you to start using herbs in your recipes. Instead
of purchasing it from the store, try this one. It’s very low sodium. You can use it in salsas, salads or dipping
sauce.

Italian Salad Dressing Mix
Mix all ingredients together. Store in an air-tight container.
Note: To make an oil and vinegar dressing, mix 2 tablespoon mix with 1/4 cup vinegar, 2 tablespoons water,
and 2/3 cup extra virgin olive oil in a covered container. Shake vigorously. For dipping sauce, use grapeseed oil
or extra virgin olive oil.
Our next herb class will be held on Saturday, October 19, 2013. If you would like to contact Dr. Moore for
more information, you can reach her at the UF/IFAS Bay Extension Office at 784-6105. All programs are open
to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
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Classifieds

Table and six chairs for sale. Large oak dining table with
two additional leaves to extend length. Six chairs included. Table is five feet long; each leaf is an additional foot
of length. Total length with both leaves is seven feet. All
six chairs are the same style; one chair has a broken spindle on the back. This is a high quality, solid oak table. Comes apart for moving. You must take all chairs
with the table. $400.00 obo.
Call 850-814- 7792 or Ext 8301

1995 Chevy Silverado:
short bed, original owner, 93,000
miles $4800
call David 628-3058

Want to sell something? Contact Vonda Hester at 248-8201 or
email her at
vhester@baycountyfl.gov

Shop for Life!
Relay For Life of Panama City
Saturday, May 04, 2013
6:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.
Tommy Oliver Stadium
440 E 13th St, Panama City
Support our teams by visiting campsites for food, fun, & festivities!
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You’re Invited to the 2013
Global Open House
Tuesday, April 16 9~5:00 p.m.
527 Airport Road Panama City FL 32405
Who: Anyone interested in educational opportunities
through Troy University
What: Educational event promoting TROY and our programs
**TROY is inviting anyone that has an interest in TROY
and our degree programs
We hope to have you attend and to learn what TROY has
to offer you. If you have any questions about the event
contact:
Matthew Wright @ 850-747-0634 or via email at matthew.wright@troy.edu
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