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In 2008 Bay County Animal Services signed up with 
PetSmart Charities, a non-profit organization that is 
committed to end homelessness for pets. One of the 
featured programs ñPet Partnersò grants money to 

directly help pets in need since 1994. 

 

In 2015 BCAS fired up their adoption trolley and has 
visited the local PetSmart stores each month since then 
to promote adoptions. At this time, Pier Park PetSmart 
store manager, Tara Butler, began volunteering at the 
shelter each month working with shelter staff promoting 

adoptions in conjunction with the trolley.  

 

After spending time at the shelter, Tara invited us to work with her store to adopt cats. 
Shelter cats are transported to the PetSmart Adoption area where Tara and her staff take 

care of the cats at the store until they are adopted. 

 

Tara comes to BCAS on a regular basis to help decide which cats and kittens are brought to 
the store. Her dedication does not stop there as she often picks them up from the shelter 
and transports them safely to the store. She then introduces them to their new surroundings, 
an 8x15 condo of cat luxury. This special cat condo can comfortably be set up for 4 cats or 
up to 12 kittens. With multi-level entrances and lounging spots they can interact as possible 

adopters ñAWWé.ò over their cuteness. 

 

BCAS pairing up with PetSmart has made a huge difference in our cat adoptions locally. So 
far this year over 150 cats and kittens have been adopted and found their forever homes 
thru PetSmart. With every adoption the new family is provided a free bag of pet food and a 
coupon booklet with over $400 in savings.  PetSmart Charities also gives back $10 for every 

pet adopted through PetSmart Pet Partnersô Program. 

 

Tara Butler has been the driving force in this endeavor. Ms. Butler has been with PetSmart 
for 10 years.  A native of Alabama she now resides in beautiful Panama City. When asked 
what makes her go the extra the mile she stated ñI am passionate about saving pets. I love it 
when cats and dogs find that forever home. I love that the company I work for is just as 

compassionate. My job is so rewardingò. 

 

Everyone here at Bay County Animal Services would like to thank Tara for all the hard work 

and dedication, her smile is contagious and her energy is boundless.  
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THANK YOU TARA FOR ALL YOU DO! 

Tara Butler, Pet Smart  

Store Manager 

Submitted by: Evelyn Temple, Bay Co. Animal Services, Community Outreach Coordinator 

mailto:district1@co.bay.fl.us
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As the veterinarian here at Bay County Animal Shelter, I would like to tell you a little bit about hurricane 

preparedness. It is always a good idea to begin preparing for natural disasters before they happen. Here in Florida, it is 

essential that all families have a plan to evacuate both the human and the animals of the household in case our county is 

hit hard by a hurricane. The following are a few tips to help you prepare for a quick get-away:  

* ID your pet. Make sure that all animals have a collar with contact information such as a cell phone number on it. 

Microchipping your pets is an excellent way to identify them if they slip their collar and run away naked. Make sure 

that the microchip is registered in your name and has the most current contact information available.  

¶ Food and water for 5 days for each pet. Pack a manual can opener if you feed canned food, otherwise getting it 

out of a can may be tricky. As a rule of thumb, 1 gallon of water person each day; pets may need less, but itôs 

good to have extra in case you have to rinse chemicals or contaminated flood waters off your animal(s). 

¶ Medications and medical records kept in a waterproof container, stored on your 

phone or on a cloud based server. You may need access to these to pick up 

additional prescriptions if you run out while away from home. 

¶ Current pictures of your pet(s). A good picture will help people find your pets 

with you and can serve as proof that they belong to you. 

¶ Cat litter box/litter/scoops/garbage bags to collect your petôs waste. 

¶ Carriers/crates for your animals to rest in, you may be gone awhile and many 

hotels will not take animals unless in a crate. Crates should be large enough to allow animals to stand, turn 

around and lie down. 

¶ Sturdy collars/harnesses/leashes to keep your pets restrained. In unfamiliar territory, they may easily get lost 

and wander away. A leash keeps them close to you and safe. 

¶ Feeding schedules, medical conditions and behavior issues written out.  

In an emergency state, you may be separated from your pets for a time. They may 

have to board or be placed in foster care for a few days. Having their daily feeding 

and issues written out allows the caretakers to give the pets the most comfortable 

stay possible. 

¶ Pet first aid kit. This generally contains a pet first aid book, phone numbers 

(Pioson Control, veterinarians, emergency clinics), paperwork on your pet 

(waterproofed is helpful), a nylon leash, self-cling bandage/vetwrap, muzzle to 

prevent biting, gauze pads, adhesive tape, a blanket, hydrogen peroxide, reusable ice pack, disposable gloves, 

petroleum jelly & rectal thermometer (petôs temp should not go above 103F or below 100F), scissors, sterile 

saline, tweezers, a carrier/crate or a pillowcase to confine a cat if absolutely needed.             Continued on page 3 

...if it is not safe for you, it is not safe for your pet... 

Bay County Animal Services 
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Continued from page 3 
 

* Have a safe place to stay chosen before disaster strikes: It is best to never assume that you will be allowed to bring 

your pet to an emergency shelter.  

¶ Before a disaster hits, call your local office of emergency management to see if you 

will be allowed to evacuate with your pets and verify that there will be shelters in your area that 

take people and their pets. 

¶ Contact hotels and motels outside your immediate area to find out if they accept pets. 

Ask about any restrictions on number, size and species. Inquire if a "no pet" policy would be 

waived in an emergency. Keep a list of animal-friendly places handy, and call ahead for a 

reservation as soon as you think you might have to leave your home. 

¶ Make arrangements with friends or relatives. Ask people outside your immediate area if they would be able to 

shelter you and your petsðor just your petsðif necessary. If you have more than one pet, you may need to 
arrange to house them at separate locations. 

¶ Consider a kennel or veterinarian's office. Make a list of boarding facilities and veterinary offices that might be 
able to shelter animals in disaster emergencies (make sure to include their 24-hour telephone numbers). 

¶ Check with your local animal shelter. Some shelters may be able to provide foster care or shelter for pets in an 

emergency. But keep in mind that shelters have limited resources and are likely to be stretched during a local 
emergency. 

¶ With a little preparation, you can hit the road immediately and get all of your loved ones to safety- four legged 

ones included! Keep in mind that disaster plans are not just for indoor pets, feral/outdoors cats, horses and other 

farm animals need to be thought of as well. Plan ahead and be safe this hurricane season. 

 

Bay County Animal Services 

¶ 1 ½  Cups Peanut Butter (USE ANY BRAND YOU HAVE AS LONG AS IT DOES NOT CONTAIN THE INGREDIENT 

XYLITOL; I PREFER TO USE JIF) 

¶ ½ Ripened Banana  

¶ 1 (6.0 OZ) Low Fat Plain Yogurt (OPTIONAL) 

¶ ¼ - ½ Cups of Water 

 

1. PLACE ALL INGREDIENTS IN A MEDIUM SIZE MIXING BOWL. 

2. WITH AN ELECTRIC , COMBINE ALL INGREDIENTS TOGETHER UNTIL A 

MEDIUM CONSISTENCY (NOT TOO THIN; NOT TOO THICK). 

3. LINE MUFFIN TIN TRAY WITH LINERS AND FILL ABOUT 2/3 OF THE WAY 

FULL . 

4. FREEZE FOR ABOUT 4-6 HOURS OR OVERNIGHT FOR A SATISFYINGLY 

COLD, HEALTHY, DELICIOUS TREAT. 

 

òPUP-SICLESó 

BY: PAIGE POSTON 

WATCH YOUR PUPS ENJOY ON A HOT SUMMER DAY!  
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Orange County, FL ï The Florida Association of Counties (FAC) presented Bay County 

Commissioner Guy Tunnell with the Presidential Advocacy Award during the 2016 FAC Annual 

Conference & Exposition in Orange County last week.  

As a co-chair of the FAC Public Safety Committee, Tunnellôs leadership and commitment to 

crafting sound policy was invaluable to FAC this year in advancing the Associationôs legislative 

program during a challenging legislative session.  

ñI am honored to have been recognized by the FAC,ò Tunnell 

said. ñMy prior law enforcement experience enabled me to 

participate in our committee and help address issues important not 

only to Bay County but across the state when it comes to matters 

of criminal justice, mental health in our jails, the Department of 

Juvenile Justice and much more.ò  

The Presidential Advocacy Award is given annually to county 

commissioners across Florida who have shown exceptional 

leadership in partnering with FAC to advance the countiesô 

legislative agenda.  

ñCommissioner Tunnellôs willingness to advocate for counties was not only essential to the success 

of FACôs legislative efforts, but it was also of great service to the citizens of Bay County,ò said 

FAC Executive Director Scott Shalley. ñThe commissionerôs advocacy was invaluable in helping 

ensure that local governments are provided the flexibility and tools they need to meet the needs of 

Floridaôs citizens.ò  

For 85 years, the Florida Association of Counties has represented the diverse interests of Floridaôs 

counties, emphasizing the importance of protecting home rule ï the concept that government 

closest to the people governs best. The Florida Association of Counties helps counties effectively 

serve and represent Floridians by strengthening and preserving county home rule through 

advocacy, education and collaboration.  

Bay County Administration 

  

 FAC RECOGNIZES BAY COUNTY COMMISSIONER GUY TUNNELL 

 

 
Award presented for service during 2016 Legislative Session  
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Its budget season and we are finalizing the budget for Fiscal year 2017. Please do not forget to 

schedule your health screening for August 23
rd
, and August 30

th
 2016. I want to give you an update 

on some meeting inputs that have being implemented.  

1. Emergency Services Uniform- Uniform change will take place on October 1, 2016 

2. Safety Vest/T-shirts- staff can now order safety vest online and t-shirts locally that have 

County logo. 

3. Employee outside Picnic area- the construction has commenced. We are expecting for 

the gazebo to be complete by the end of August 

4. The Bay county A-Z Directory will be updated in Fiscal Year 2017.  

5. As always, we continue to work on improving communication with County Staff. 

Our next Coffee Chat will be at the Government Center and itôs open to all employees on 

September 27
th
 at 8:30am. Ken and I continue to look forward to meeting with all of you over the 

next year.  

 

Sincerely,  

Bob Majka 

Bay County Administration 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwihi9SL8PDKAhUCWSYKHV-ZDCwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.brooklandcivic.org/?p%3D193&bvm=bv.113943164,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNE5mjZUK3L8jSPAy8HZbjr7sY0rAg&ust=1455320108904004
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Being a college graduate is a pretty remarkable feat.  Working in college admissions, I 

realize just how difficult and rare it is for individuals to obtain their bachelorôs degree.  

The majority of the individuals that our staff works with are working adults.  Most of 

the adults are working 40 plus hours in their jobs while dedicating another 10-20 hours 

a week in school work.  That number only increases with each degree level.  The 

Masterôs level is a whole other story.  Many individuals go to part-time or take a hiatus 

from their professional careers in order to 

complete the time consuming nature of a 

Masterôs degree.  The significance of the 

task is what makes this monthôs 

Panhandle TROJAN Spotlight all that 

much more special.  Valerie Sale worked 

her full time job as the Bay County 

Public Information Officer at Bay 

County Board of County Commissioners 

all the while working on her Masters of 

Science in Strategic Communication.  To 

top it all off, Valerie completed her 

degree with a perfect 4.0 GPA.  A 4.0 

GPA upon graduation is called Summa 

Cum Laude, meaning ñwith the highest 

distinctionò which is the highest 

academic honor a TROY student can 

receive.  

 

Valerieôs hard work and dedication to her job and degree should be seen as an 

inspiration to all individuals who doubt that they have the ability or time to complete a degree.  Valerie 

attributes much of her success to the convenience of the online program, but also enjoyed the local staff 

presence in Panama City. Valerie states that ñthe Strategic Communication program was a great fit for me 

because the coursework was directly applicable to my job at the county. I really enjoyed working with my 

TROY online classmates and professors, and found that, even in an online environment, I got a lot of 

attention and feedback on my workò. 

 

If working a full time job and going to school full time wasnôt enough as it was, Valerie still found time to 

serve her community.  She is a member of the Panama City Junior League where she volunteers to improve 

the lives of Bay County women, children and families. She served as a member and chair of the Bay County 

Chamberôs Bay Young Professionals and was a past board member of the Bay Arts Alliance.  Valerie even 

mentioned that she made time to enjoy her favorite hobby with her husband: fishing and being on Bay 

Countyôs beautiful waters.   

 

Valerieôs time management, dedication, and hard work are what make us so proud to call her one of our own.  

Achieving the degree itself under her circumstances would have been an accomplishment in itself, but it is 

her desire for excellence to remain perfect scholastically that makes us beam with pride.  Thank you Valerie 

for being a shining example to other students and for inspiring us all to be the best in what we do every day! 

 

Valerie Sale: ñWith the Highest Distinctionò 
Submitted by:  Matthew Wright, Troy Tyndall AFB Area Coordinator 
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Summer is a season filled with sunshine, barbecues, and recreational swimming! Whether in a pool at 
home, at a friendôs, at the lake or the ocean, many kids and adults choose swimming as a top 

recreational activity each summer.   Water safety is top priority for many parents for good reason. According to the CDC, 
drowning is the leading cause of death in children ages 1-4. Though prevention is key, knowing how to perform CPR 

could save your child, like in this recent story of a mother saving her 7-year-old son with CPR after nearly drowning. 

 

Staggering Swimming Stats: 

Å About 91 million people over the age of 16 swim in oceans, lakes, and rivers each year in the United States. 

Å More than half of fatal and nonfatal drowning's among those 15 years and older occurred in natural water settings, 

including lakes, rivers and oceans. 

Å In the U.S. alone, there are 10.4 million residential pools and 309,000 public swimming facilities (according to the 

Association of Pool & Spa Professionals). 

Å Among children ages 1 to 4, most drowning's occur in home swimming pools.  

 

Cardio pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) involves performing cycles of chest compressions and providing rescue breaths. 
For an unconscious person who is not breathing, a rescuer providing quality chest compressions does the work of the heart 

and lungs, circulating oxygen-rich blood to the brain, keeping vital organs alive and preserving brain function. 

Anyone can perform CPR, however with training, potential rescuers are better prepared, more confident and more efficient 

at providing high-quality CPR. 

CPR Highlights: 
ï Untrained rescuers (or trained rescuers with no breathing barrier) can perform ñHands-Only CPRò which is compression-
only, no breathing steps. 
ï Press down hard in center of chest (at least 2 inches on adults) 
ï Press fast, 100-120 times per minute (like to the beat of ñStayinô Aliveò) 
ï Continuous cycles of 30 compressions and 2 breaths until person starts breathing, EMS arrive or you are unable to 

continue. 

 

Water Safety & Drowning Prevention 

Learn to Swim 
1. Make certain everyone in your family know how to swim well. 
2. Enroll young children in formal swimming lessons as soon as age-appropriate. 
 
Preparation 
1. Teach children to ask for permission to go near water. 
2. Have young or inexperienced swimmers wear life jackets. 
3. Use the buddy system, never let anyone swim alone. 
 
Prevent Unsupervised Access to the Water 
1. Ensure that pool barriers enclose the entire pool area, are at least 4-feet high with gates that are self-closing, self-
latching and open outward, and away from the pool. 
2. Remove access to above-ground pools such as ladders and outdoor furniture when pool is not in use. 
 
Maintain Close Supervision 
1. Maintain a constant watchful eye on kids, even if a lifeguard is present. 

2. Stay within armôs reach of young children and avoid distractions when you are supervising.Source               ð AED.COM 

Risky Business -  SWIMMING SAFETY 

ñA Publication of the Risk Management Departmentò 

http://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/tn-dpt-me-near-drowning-20160624-story.html
http://www.aed.com/blog/can-anyone-perform-cpr/
http://www.aed.com/blog/cpr-a-real-life-saver/
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2016 HEALTH FAIRS IN AUGUST 

The Human Resources Department in conjunction with Florida Blue will be coordinating the annual Health 

Fairs in August, and hope that you will plan to attend.  The County will once again award each employee who 

completes the entire Health Risk Assessment a $50.00 gift card. 

Health Fair dates and locations are shown below. 

Tuesday, August 23, 2016     Tuesday, August 30, 2016 

Bay County Government Center, 3rd Floor  Bay County Roads & Bridges 

840 W. 11th Street      4741 Fire Tower Road 

Panama City, FL      Panama City, FL 

7:30 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m.     7:30 a.m. ï 10:00 a.m. 

 

The ending time may be expanded if we have a greater number of employees who want to attend compared to 

last year.   Once again we will have the Farmers Market vendors at the Government Center location. 

Bay County Human Resources 

If you havenôt already done so, 

make your appointment today! 

Questions?   

Call Human Resources  

at 248-8201 
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Bay County Human Resources 


