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Melissa Brady, DVM joined the Bay County Animal Control Team in October
2014. Dr. Brady received her doctorate in veterinarian medicine from the Ross
University School of Veterinary Medicine in June of 1997. She began her
career in veterinary medicine with the USDA New York Import Center as a
Veterinary Medical Officer in July 2000. Dr. Brady has worked as a
Veterinarian with the Angell Animal Medical Center in Springfield,
Massachusetts, Berkshire Veterinary Hospital in Pittsfield, Massachusetts and
the Army Camp Lejeune Veterinary Treatment Facility in Camp Lejeune, NC.
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Dr. Brady handles the evaluation and
vaccination of animals brought into the
Animal Shelter and ensures they receive
the appropriate care necessary for their
well-being. Bay County Animal Control
currently has plans underway to set-up a
veterinary clinic at the shelter allowing a
more structured environment for treatment
of shelter animals in their care.
Dr. Brady is a tremendous asset to Bay
County Animal Control and has great
plans for the future of animal care in our
facility. We would like to welcome Dr.
Brady to our team!
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Bay County Emergency Services
Thursday, July 30th
Paramedic Graduation Class of 2015

Robert Blei, EMS
Paramedic Program
Preceptor of the Year
Award 2015

Scott Edinger EMS
Paramedic
Program Skills
Award 2015

Beth Smith
EMS Division

Paul Fowler
Fire Services

Jessica Battle, EMS
Paramedic Program
Valedictorian
Award 2015

Adam Hinson
Fire Services

Mike Smith, EMS
Paramedic Program
Extra Mile Award 2015.

Matt Gotthard
Fire Services Division

“Serving unselfishly and continuously in order to help make a
better world for all mankind”
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Bay County Emergency Services
Bay County Fire Rescue is proud to announce formation of Honor Guard
Over the past few years, personnel from Bay County Fire Rescue have been requested to
serve in many funerals, parades, graduations, flag ceremonies, and other public events.
Recognizing the need for a formal detail, several firefighters decided to form an “Honor
Guard”.

“I am very proud of Captain
The mission of the Bay County Fire Rescue Honor Guard is to Writch, Ms. Powell and all
honor public safety and military members, both past and
the fire personnel who
present, and the United States of America with the highest stepped up to mentor and
degree of professionalism, dedication, loyalty, and dignity lead us to the formation of
possible.
our own Honor Guard. They
The first official event for the Honor Guard was the Fire and serve a very important role
and they look great!”
Paramedic Graduations at Gulf Coast State College on July 29
and 3th, 2015. Captain Billy Writch, Lieutenant Ike Smith, and
Firefighters Mike Ashmore, Trey Baur and Josh Crane served on
the details.

Mark Bowen,
Chief of Emergency
Operations

“Having Bay County Fire Rescue serve as Honor Guard was a
fitting way to celebrate these graduates,” said GCSC Public Safety Chair Greg May. “Many of
these students work alongside the Honor Guard members so it brought a nice sense of
continuity.”
Participation in the Honor Guard is voluntary and requires great commitment and dedication
from the members. The Honor Guard has a training plan that is detailed and rigorous.
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Bay County Emergency Services
Scott Warner earns advanced FEMA
Certification
The ability to perform essential work in a disaster requires
advanced skills in emergency operations and management. Just
as most other professions have a credentialing process to
demonstrate professional competence, so does emergency
management.

Recently Scott Warner, Emergency Services GIS Specialist,
attained the Advanced Professional Series certification from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency. This certification
emphasizes applied skills in disaster operations, management
and coordination.

The FEMA Advanced Professional Series is an intensive
curriculum that includes the following courses:



EOC Management and Operations



Incident Command System/Emergency Operations Center Interface



Rapid Assessment Workshop



Recovery from Disaster: The Local Government Role



Mitigation Planning Workshop for Local Governments

Participants are also required to choose five of 18 elective courses and are required to have
completed a number of pre-requisite courses.

“Scott Warner is an excellent example of the future of emergency management,” said Chief of
Emergency Services Mark Bowen. “Along with his existing certification as an emergency manager,
impressive knowledge of new technologies, and this latest accomplishment he will lead a multitude
of initiatives that will shape our programs and services for years to come”.

We congratulate Scott on his diligence and dedication.
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Bay County Emergency Services
Disaster Training

Mark Skinner/Floridan | Posted: Tuesday, June 30, 2015 4:58 pm

As lightning shot across the sky, thunder boomed and lights flickered emergency
personnel from throughout the panhandle gathered at the Jackson County
Agricultural Center Tuesday to practice dealing with a train derailment in
downtown Marianna. While similar tabletop exercises have been held in the
past, this was the first one to deal with a downtown Marianna derailment.
Jackson County Emergency Management Director Rodney Andreasen pointed to
a derailment in nearby Fountain in 1978 as a good reason for the exercise.
During the Fountain derailment, several people were killed after tanker cars
carrying chlorine opened. Tuesday’s exercise forced participants to deal with a
rapidly changing situation where new information such as evacuations, train
cargo and even weather conditions constantly bombarded them. To deal with this
the 45 emergency personnel they were split into different groups such as logistics
or command that had to handle a different aspect of the emergency. For
example logistics was in charge of procuring equipment such as helicopter for an
aerial survey that would be needed in the theoretical emergency. Among the
participating agencies were the Marianna and Graceville Fire Departments, the
Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Homeland Security
and even private companies. Emergency management and first responders also
came from Bay, Calhoun, Madison and Santa Rosa Counties.
From the left, front row, are
Clint Watson with Marianna
Fire Rescue, Gina Jones with
Bay County Emergency
Management, and Corky
Young with Bay County
Emergency Management.
The back row is Trent Page
with CSX, Captain George
Gay with Marianna Fire
Rescue, and Tom Lloyd with
S a n t a Ro s a C o u n t y
Emergency Management.
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Bay County Public Library
AWE Early Literacy Stations Now Available at All Library Locations
Our libraries are now even more
"awesome" with the addition of AWE
Early Literacy Stations.
The Early Literacy Station (ELS) offers
children a safe, standalone computer
loaded with over 70 educational
software programs for ages 2 to 8. The
software is age-appropriate, engaging,
and academically relevant for children.
It is designed to support school readiness
and early education while making
learning exciting. AWE's Early Literacy Station is found in over 40% of the public
libraries across the United States as well as in many communities in Canada and abroad.
The early learning applications on the Early
Literacy Stations span every curriculum area:
reading, language arts, math, science, STEM,
social studies, writing, graphic arts, typing,
music, and more. The ELS has an imaginative
interface that encourages exploration by
readers and pre-readers alike. Some of the
fun educational applications include Diego's
Safari Rescue, Getting Ready for
Kindergarten, Krazy ArtRoom, and Millie's
Math House.
The Bay County Public Library and the Corinne
Costin Gibson Memorial Public Library in Port St. Joe also offer a bilingual station, with
over 30 programs in Spanish and English.
The library in Port St. Joe also has an AfterSchool Edge station, which is geared to
children up to age 12; this station was funded in part by a donation from the Lion's Club.
AWE Early Literacy Stations are available at our Bay and Liberty County locations
thanks to be generous donation from the Bay County Public Library Foundation.
We invite all children to visit any branch of the Northwest Regional Library System to
play and learn as you explore the many activities available on the new computers!
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Bay County Public Library
Health & Wellness Resource Center Available through Library
The Health & Wellness Resource Center is a comprehensive consumer health resource
that provides accurate, authoritative information on a full range of health-related issues,
from current disease and disorder information to in-depth coverage of alternative and
complementary medical practices.
It offers you instant access to authoritative health information, including full-text medical
encyclopedias, health and medical journals, thousands of pamphlets, streaming videos,
and health articles from more than 2,200 general interest publications covering health
care, diet, and fitness topics.
Whether you're a student, patient, or medical
professional, the Health & Wellness Resource
Center is comprehensive and easy to navigate and helps anyone seeking health information
breathe a sigh of relief!
To access the Health & Wellness Resource Center:

 Go to www.nwrls.com
 Click on Research and then Databases
 Click on Florida Electronic Library
Click on All Resources and then the letter "H"
You can browse for information about medical conditions contained in the Gale
Encyclopedia of Medicine. The most frequently searched conditions will appear in the
box, and clicking on the A-Z>> link will take you to the entire contents of the
encyclopedia.
You can also search for information about over-the-counter, generic, and brand name
drugs, as well as drugs that treat specific symptoms. You can search for information on
herbal remedies.
Topics in the News are highlighted, and you can always search full text articles,
refereed publications, and consumer health publications for more information.
If you have questions about this or any of our other free research databases, please
stop by any of our locations or call 522-2107.
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Bay County Public Library
Bay County Public Library Closed for Maintenance
The Bay County Public Library will be closed from Monday, August 3rd
through Thursday, August 6th for maintenance. Regular hours will resume
Friday, August 7th.
Please visit one of our other Bay County locations during this time:
 Springfield Public Library

408 School Avenue
Springfield, FL
(850) 872-7510
 Parker Public Library

4710 Second Street

Parker, FL
(850) 871-3092
 Panama City Beach Public Library

12500 Hutchison Boulevard
Panama City Beach, FL
(850) 233-5055

Visit http://www.nwrls.com/locations_text.html for branch operating hours.
You can renew books online at www.nwrls.com or by calling any of our
locations.
E-books, downloadable audiobooks, and digital magazines are always
available 24/7 by going to http://www.nwrls.com/ebooksandmore.html.
Thank you for your patience while we work to improve your library!
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

Hiking and Insect Safety in Florida
Hiking
Florida is very different than hiking in most of the United States. Hikers who come here from the Appalachians, Rockies, and Cascades quickly discover that their preconceived notions about Florida
hiking are turned upside down. Just because Florida doesn’t have mountains, don’t expect your hike
to be a walk in the park.

In addition to the information here that is specific to hiking the Florida Trail, you can learn more about
hiking safety under Safety First!, a series of articles from our magazine, the Florida Trail Footprint. In
addition to hiker safety, these articles cover general outdoor and trail maintenance safety issues and
are written by various members of the Florida Trail Association trail staff.

Insects
We’re extraordinarily happy when the first freeze hits each fall and the insects die off for the winter.
But a fear of insects and mosquito-borne diseases shouldn’t keep you off the trail. There are several
methods of protection available.
Wear protective clothing. A lightweight long-sleeved shirt and pants does wonders in keeping most
of your skin protected from insect bites. If you’re headed into an area (like Big Cypress) known for its
mosquito population, carry a headnet or mosquito netting. To avoid bug problems when you sit, carry
a plastic garbage bag or a chunk of foam as a cushion between yourself and the ground.
Use insect repellent. Some hikers balk at the use of products with DEET, but there are many options
available on the market. Always be cautious: it never hurts to spray before your hike. To keep ticks
and chiggers off of your clothing, spray your clothing (not your skin) with permethrin, a long-lasting
insecticide. Dusting your socks and waistline with sulfur powder (available from a compounding
pharmacist, or at some outfitters) will fend off chiggers.
Be alert. What habitats are you hiking through? Mosquitoes breed around standing water. Ticks
thrive in deep shade. Spiders like to string their webs at eye-level between trees, so it seems; duck
under the ones you can (after all, the spiders are doing their part to catch mosquitoes) and otherwise
use your hiking stick to clear the path. Particularly when you are setting up camp, always scour the
ground for signs of red ant nests. There are few insect encounters more miserable than being
swarmed by red ants, either by putting your foot in a nest or by setting up your tent atop one.
Follow up afterwards. Once you’re off the trail, check yourself for ticks. Remove them carefully with
tweezers, making sure to extract the head from your skin. If your legs feel itchy after a hike, you’re
suffering from chiggers. Take a 15-minute soak in a hot tub or a hot bath to neutralize these microscopic bugs that attach themselves to your skin to feed.
Source- WEB SITE © Florida Trail Association
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Shark Safety Tips

By L. Scott Jackson (UF/IFAS Extension Bay County)
and Rick O’Connor (UF/IFAS Escambia County)

Bull Sharks migrate north as ocean waters of the Gulf and Atlantic warm. As local water temperatures drop, and winter
approaches, they return to warmer areas. Bull Sharks are an aggressive shark responsible for a reported 100 attacks on
humans resulting in 21 fatalities. (Reported from 1580 to 2014 Source: International Shark Attack Files). Experts suggest Bull
Sharks may be responsible for many shark attacks where the species is unknown or not identified.
Overall, the number of shark encounters is slowly trending higher as more
people swim and participate in other water related activities. However,
negative encounters with sharks remain uncommon. In 2014, Florida
reported 28 shark bites with no fatalities. On average, only one shark attack
fatality is reported every other year in the United States. The risk of shark
attack is very low compared to other potential recreational hazards. For
example, in 2014, 26 people died as a result of lightning strikes in the
United States, with six of those being from Florida (National Weather
Service).
“A pregnant Bull Shark cruses sandy seafloor” Credit: Florida Se a Grant Stock Photo
George Burgess with the International Shark Attack File has compiled a list
of action strategies you can use to reduce the chances of a negative encounter with a shark:
Keep these tips in mind the next time you hit the beach!

 Avoid being in the water from sunset to sunrise. This is when sharks are most active and have a competitive sensory
advantage.
 Stay in a group, and do not wander too far from shore. Isolated individuals are more likely to be attacked than large groups;
in addition, the farther you are from shore, the farther you are from help.
 Consider your clothing: avoid wearing shiny jewelry, because the reflected light resembles the sheen of fish scales.

 Avoid brightly colored or patterned clothing, because sharks see contrast particularly well.
 Do not enter waters being used by sport or commercial fisherman - sharks can sense the smells emitted from bait at
incredible distances.
 Avoid entering waters with sewage output and/or entering the water if you are bleeding. Such additions to the water can act
as strong olfactory attractants to sharks.
 Know your facts! Porpoise sightings do not indicate the absence of sharks. In fact, the opposite is often true. Also be on the
lookout for signs of baitfish or feeding activity - diving seabirds are good indicators of such action. Animals that eat the
same food items are often found in close proximity. Remember, a predator is never too far from its prey.
 Refrain from excess splashing while in the water, and do not allow pets in the water because of their erratic movements.
 Exercise caution when occupying the area between sandbars or near steep drop-offs, as these are favorite hangouts for
sharks.
 Do not enter the water if sharks are known to be present, and evacuate the water if sharks are seen while there. And, of
course, do not harass a shark if you see one!
 Stay calm if you do see a shark, and maintain your position in as quiet a manner as possible. Most sharks merely are
curious and will leave on their own.
 Relax! You are more likely to be injured by lightning than attacked by a shark. To learn more about your relative risks, see:
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/attacks/relarisk.htm
Our beautiful Emerald Coast is an alluring wild habitat. Simply put - Swimming at the beach is not the same as swimming in a
backyard pool. Have fun at the beach but be mindful and respectful of potential hazards. For more about beach safety and
tips for helping marine wildlife visit http://nwdistrict.ifas.ufl.edu/nat/beachtips
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Birthdays
Service
In ...
Anniversaries
1 Regina G. Burgess, Robert M. Smith

30 Years
Edward A. Warren

County Pier

25 Years
Roads and Bridges

Doug McCormick

Roads and Bridges

5 Robert J. Majka
6 Calvin M. Tayes, Steven D. Whiters
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20 Years
Roads and Bridges

15 Years
Paula M. Davis

3 Daniel K. Shaw, Ian M. P. Crelling
4 Charles L. Perry, Marc R. Mackey, Tania L. Watts

Sidney Willingham

Anthony Brogdon

2 Adam J. Buff, Ronald C. Fountain

Cooperative Extension

Bradley T. Clark, David M. Otte, Robert L. Johnson,
Robert C. Baur

10 Sharon C. Tinsley
11 Nathan S. Pennington, Robert M. Davidson
12

Jessica L. Battle, Larry E. Hobbs, Tiffany N. Pippin,
Valerie W. Smith

13 J W Caulk, Robert T. Johnson

5 Years
Robin G. Shader

Multi County Library

Misty L. Haddock

Utility Services Admin.

New Hires

14 Charles D. Kendrick, George A. Wilson
15 Michael A. Ashmore, Robert E. Blei

16

Brenda S. Butcher, Guy M. Tunnell, Shane P. Schmidt,
Steven F. Jones

17 Edward L. Hansen
18 Kirt M. Winters
19 Troy Johns

Thomas Harris - Code Enforcement
Chad Curths - Waste Water

20 Diane M. Barnett, Louis O. Wilkerson
21 Howard A. Gouge, Isaac G. Smith
22 Connie S. Pankhurst, Eve M. Tooley, Terry W. Combs
23 Sean Lathrop

Carrie Gurganus - Parks & Recreation

24 Beulah M. Harrison

Paige Simkins - Bay County Libraries

26

John Robbins - Animal Control

27 Futherell D. Goolsby

Christopher Smith - Code Enforcement

29 Jeffrey L. Otts, Rex E. Holmes, Robert S. Coulthard

If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify
Kimmy Brown at: kbrown@baycountyfl.gov.
This needs to be done the month before...

George B. Gainer, Kevin G. Maxwell,
Nancy A. Brockman, Ronald F. Jones

28 Manley R. Hatchell

30

Bobby G. Babbs, Dannie Thomas, Ashley Stukey,
Patricia T. Knox

31 Stephen B. Efird
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On Sunday, July 12th Bay County Firefighters (pictured below) Justin Barron, David Bond and
Josh Crane welcomed Terri Pierce’s (Human Resources) family to the Thomas Drive Fire Station
as part of her granddaughter’s second birthday celebration. Gracie, her brother, Mason and
her cousins enjoyed a tour of the station and even got to sit in the fire trucks and work an
actual fire hose!!!
THANK YOU THOMAS DRIVE FIREFIGHTERS

Mason & Gracie

Thank you Justin, David
and Josh for making
Gracie’s bir thday
special, and thanks to
all Bay County Fire
Fighters and EMS for
what you do on a daily
basis!

Moo!

Chris Fox (IT),
doing his best
impression
of a...Cow?

“Moo” Cooper (HR)

Valerie Smith (Budget)
and
Sheila Faries
(Purchasing)
Strike a pose with the
“Chick-fil-A” mascot
on
“Cow Appreciation Day”
12

Bay County Currents

CLASSIFIEDS
1977 22ft Dusky Center Console with Verado 225 - $10,900
1977 Dusky Center Console. 2005 Mercury Verado 225HP. Turnkey ready to hit the water today. Don't let
the age of this boat fool you, she is a solid ride. Brand new t-top with electronics box on it. Fly by wire
throttle controls. 4 step dive ladder that attaches to the swim platform on the stern. It has power steering as
do all verados. Recently replaced the power steering pump ($1400) and is under warranty, have receipts
for that. Other than that I have had zero mechanical issues with the motor. Can sea trial if you're a serious
buyer. The boat is ready for the water right this second. Asking $10,900 OBO. Call or text Rick @ 8141051

Pool Table – Panther Model 49,
8 foot w/slate top. Asking $400 OBO.
Contact Samuel @ (850) 819-4788
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